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The all-conquering Heyford Athletic football team of 1952-53
Back row: S Humphries G Alder C Dale P Darvill N Slatter A Wells E Pratley R Darvill (Secretary) J Horwood (President)
Centre row: M Scraggs K Allen (Treasurer) A Brock B Walton D Walton (Captain) H Wells J Varney L Brock H Smith H Slatter
Front row: J Bates D Sale
With the recent sad passing of Chris Dale, only two players of this great village team remain, Don Walton, the captain, and Don Sale
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Stephen’s kind words of wisdom on Geoff & Hope
I first met Geoff and Hope in the Horse and Groom at Caulcott. Just after we advertised for a Team Vicar I got a very nice phone-call
from a clergyman who described himself as a bread and butter vicar. He sounded just right, and we decided to meet to see if the
Cherwell Valley Benefice might be the right place for him to serve.
Over lunch it became clear that we all enjoyed food. That is always a good starting place for a working relationship in ministry. At the
interview day we saw two candidates. Geoff stood out as a man who understood rural life, was a safe pair of hands, and still had
plenty of fuel left in the tank. He proved to be all of those things and lots more. Through Geoff and Hope’s leadership many new
things sprang to life: fellowship groups, the Men’s Forum (which was quickly opened up to all because it was so popular), the labyrinth
gained a new lease of life, Messy Church, workshops for the schools, and many other things. Geoff maintained a busy schedule of
pastoral visits, and befriended some of the forgotten people in our community, often going the extra mile.
An ordinary house for duty vicar might have resented such a busy workload, but Geoff always gave of his time with generosity and
good grace. Even a visit to Wrightons for a paper could involve two or three deeply pastoral conversations.
I’m very grateful for the wisdom and experience Geoff shared with me. And as a tribute to him I’ve adopted two his most memorable
phrases. Both of them are related, I think, to cars:
The first one is ‘Let’s try to loosen the gaskets a little.’ I was never quite sure what that meant, either something to do with letting off
steam, or stopping the engine shaking itself to bits. But it often fits church life where things can seem a little pressurised. Geoff never
lost his cool, and his relaxed but confident attitude was always refreshing.
The second one is ‘Stephen, you know we clergy have to be shock absorbers.’ How true that is. When we pick up the phone we never
know what is going to be presented to us. How we react sets the tone for our churches. Its not just clergy that need this skill.
Churchwardens, PCC members, church administrators, and all kinds of volunteers find themselves on the front line of pastoral
situations. With Jesus Christ as our ultimate security we can absorb some of the crises and frustrations that come our way.
So with his shock absorbers still intact, and with his gaskets finely adjusted Geoff is ready to motor off on his next adventure with
Hope as his companion, navigator, and co-pilot. What a team! I can honestly say I have never known two people get so much done
and cover so much ground. At times I thought they must have stunt doubles.
Cally, Jonathan, Alex and I send our love and best wishes, and our thanks for our partnership in the gospel in the Cherwell Valley
Benefice.
We shared an interest in Celtic spirituality, so here is a Celtic blessing which may or may not be Celtic, but in any case it seems apt
for today:
May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face;
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again,
may God hold you in the palm of His hand.
Amen.

Geoff & Hope’s final service in the Cherwell Valley at St Mary’s Lower Heyford was of course enjoyable and spiritual.
Many kind words were spoken on the respect in which they are held, but perhaps the most apposite came from Mike
when he said that a Fritwell parishioner had described Geoff as a ‘proper vicar’
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Proceeds from the Forum put to good use
As Geoff is handing over The Forum to Ian Lough-Scott, there were funds accrued since The Forum began. Geoff offered this £350 to
Ian who felt it should be used for a charity. Geoff chose to provide solar lighting for a family we have been helping in Rwanda.
Speciose used to help us in the home when we were missionaries there. Speciose is a wonderful person - very kind & caring, always
thinking of others, always putting others before herself. Her father, who was a Pastor, died when she was about 11. She had to leave
school to start working at 12, to help her mother and provide education for her 4 younger siblings.
Speciose & her sister both married and had 2 children each, but both husbands were unfaithful and left them. So the sisters lived
together, job-sharing and looking after each others children. In the Genocide, they had to flee. Speciose was raped by one of the
militia and had a daughter as a result, who became part of their family. Her sister then died of an illness & her brother died of a brain
tumour. Speciose had to take in her sister’s young twins. These & her own 3 children are all now in their early twenties, but it is very
hard to find employment in Rwanda. The photo of her family was taken when Hope visited Rwanda several years ago.
Speciose’s mother continues to live with her & is in very poor health. Speciose is now 60 and their landlord gave notice 2 years ago
that he needed them to move from his land. Speciose wrote to us saying she had no-one who could help them find anywhere they
could afford to rent. They had never been able to own property, but we felt it very right to help them, to give the family of 3
generations a permanent home.
They did all the labouring themselves and learnt some useful skills. The photo shows the home they have built for £10,000 from
Rwanda Direct to buy the land and building materials.
They have never had lighting in the home, apart from a candle and a kerosene lamp. Now it is possible for them to have a solar panel
on the roof, so the family of 5 young people, Speciose and her mother can benefit from lighting after it gets dark about 6pm, all year
round, as they live near the Equator. They are very grateful to have this opportunity of lighting so they can study in the evenings.

BENEFICE OFFICE
572 Brice Road, Heyford Park, OX25 5TE Tel: 01869 233687
NEW OFFICE HOURS Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30 –2.30
Tel: 01869 233687
To book a wedding or baptism Tel: 01869 233687 administrator@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
Outside office hours please leave either a telephone or email message or in the case of an emergency please telephone 01869 233249 or 07889
444 616

Pop-up Cafe, St Mary’s Lower Heyford Thursday mornings 11am - 12.30pm
A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of fresh coffee or tea, home-made sandwiches and cake.
Open to all and free of charge although donations towards running costs gratefully received.
Any queries please call Emily Daly at emilyannedaly@gmail.com (term time) or Hazel Stoddart hazelstoddart@me.com (holidays)

Reader advice:
The opinions and views expressed by articles included in Valley News are not necessarily the views of the editor.
Articles are accepted by the Editor on the assumption that the permission of any person or organisation, whose contact or other details (including the
views of 3rd parties), has previously been secured by the person submitting the article or other entry.
Valley News reserves the right to refuse any entry or any part thereof that, in the view of the Editor, could be defamatory or offensive.
Advertising:
Valley News is pleased to accept advertisements from local businesses as part of its service to local residents as well as providing a relatively low cost
advertising platform for the goods and services offered by local trades and businesses.
The inclusion of an advertisement neither indicates that the Valley News recommends nor endorses any goods or services that are offered and Valley
News encourages its readers to take suitable steps to verify the quality and price of any service being offered. In this regard Valley News can bear no
responsibility.

3

St George’s Field Hall, Lower Heyford
26th October—9am to 5pm

All ages are welcome for a time of craft, stories,
celebration and food
Children, please bring an adult!
Everyone welcome—just come along!
Admission Free

Heyford Branch of
The Royal British Legion

Talk by Bill King

‘The Unknown Warrior’
Wednesday 23 October
Upper Heyford Reading Room 7pm
Donations to the Royal British Legion

Level 3 Award recognised for all Health & Safety purposes
Maximum group size 12
You will gain the skills and confidence to respond to a range of
accidents and first aid emergencies which you could encounter in the
workplace (and elsewhere including the home)
You will be able to help someone who is unresponsive and not
breathing, including how to use an automated external defibrillator
(AED), unresponsive and breathing, having a seizure, choking,
bleeding heavily, suffering from shock, or burnt.
The course also includes information on assessing a casualty,
monitoring them, where to get help, electrical incidents, accident
recording and reporting, and the control of substances hazardous o
health (COSHH)
The certificate awarded is nationally recognised and lasts for 3 years
At cost to Lower Heyford volunteers (£20) and only £60 to others
Includes a training pack consisting of a workbook and other
materials.

THE HEYFORDS W I

In September we had a most enjoyable evening playing bowls
at Lower Heyford by kind invitation of the Bowls Club.
Club members generously provided tuition (we needed it) and
refreshments. The WI members were delighted with their
individual efforts given that it was all new to them, and all
agreed that it is something we would like to do again next
season.
With grateful thanks to the Bowls Club for their hospitality
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 16th October in Upper
Heyford Reading room, when Ian Wilkinson will give a talk
entitled Heyford Apiary
At the November meeting on the 20th we will be getting into the
spirit of Christmas with a talk by Martin Sirot-Smith entitled
Sulgrave Manor “Tudor Christmas”
Visitors are welcome, subject to a modest fee of £4
The WI meets on the third Wednesday of each month in Upper
Heyford Reading Room at 7.30pm
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Sustainable Steeple
Being set up as a Community Interest
Company (CIC), Sustainable Steeple is an
engagement project with the purpose of
ensuring that Steeple Aston is a
sustainable community.
Sustainable Community
‘A sustainable community manages its human, natural, and
financial capital to meet current needs while ensuring that
adequate resources are available for future generations’ and are
the ‘foundation of a peaceful and healthy planet’ (Institute for
Sustainable Communities
With an active Parish Council and many well-established
societies/associations, there are a lot of areas where Steeple
Aston scores well, but in other areas it feels like there’s more we
could do. Our first project, ‘Second Chances’, is about becoming
more environmentally conscious and providing practical support
for ‘green’ initiatives, as well as creating new social opportunities
and the prospect of local employment in the future.
Second Chances is an up-cycling project in which we want to
take unwanted/broken items, refresh and re-purpose them
before selling them on through a variety of channels to create a
fund that is available for community-based projects

Oxfordshire residents that have been affected by suicide are
urged to give their feedback to help shape a suicide
prevention strategy
Between 2016 and 2018 there were a total of 155 deaths by
suicide in Oxfordshire. Of these, 126 of these were men which
means that deaths in men outnumbered those in women by 4:1.
In Oxfordshire there is a determination to reduce the number of
deaths by suicide. The Oxfordshire Suicide Prevention MultiAgency Group formed in 2014 and brings together public, private
and charity sector organisations, all of whom are committed to
suicide prevention.
The Oxfordshire suicide prevention group is about to revise its
action plan and develop a strategy and wants to hear from
people in Oxfordshire who have been affected by suicide or who
may have had suicidal thoughts themselves.
There is a determination to reduce the numbers of death by
suicide therefore we are asking residents to complete the survey
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/suicidepreventionsurvey to help achieve

Keeping up-to-date
We’ll keep you updated as to progress through the Sustainable
Steeple Facebook page and website
(www.sustainablesteeple.com) which have just launched.
Alternatively, you can contact Amanda Rodgers on 07793
553150 or amanda@sustainablesteeple.com

this understanding.

Theft of number plates
We have seen a increase in reports of vehicle number
plates being stolen over the last few months. The most
recent report was in Upper Heyford between 01/09 and
04/09. The stolen number plates are normally placed on
another vehicle to commit a crime. We have a small
supply of anti theft screws available from Bicester Police
Station which are free of charge. Please check online the
opening hours before attending the station.
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Coarse Gardening
We need more trees. A great many more. And when I say ‘we’, I mean not
only humankind, but the planet as well.
Scientists in Switzerland, using satellite photography and data on soil and
climate, identified land that was not used for farming or building on, and worked
out that across the world there are around 900 million hectares unforested,
where trees could grow. This is nearly the area of the United States. If all this
were reafforested, it could stop global warming in its tracks. It won’t happen, of
course. It would require political will on an unprecedented scale.
Trees sequester carbon. They take it out of the air and ‘fix’ it. That is, they
absorb and use carbon dioxide to synthesise glucose, and then use the glucose
plus mineral salts from the soil to manufacture everything else that they are
made of. All green plants do this, of course, but trees turn out to be better at it than most. They are, in effect, great long-lasting
columns of carbon compounds where carbon dioxide is locked up for many years, even after the tree is dead, until the wood is burned
or decayed away to nothing. Professor Tom Crowther of Zurich University, leader of the Swiss research team, says: ‘Tree restoration
is overwhelmingly more powerful than all the other climate change solutions proposed.’
Peat bogs also sequester carbon and keep it out of circulation for millennia, and should be valued and protected accordingly, but bog
mosses grow much, much slower than trees. Wet places where peat might develop would be better put to growing
willows. Harvesting willow to fuel wood-burning power stations is a possibility - the fact that burning willow releases CO2 is balanced
by the fact that it is the same carbon that was absorbed by the trees in the first place, so carbon in equals carbon out and there is no
net increase in atmospheric CO2 (unlike when fossil fuels are burned, which is something we must stop doing).
Tree planting on a large scale is possible where there is political will. There are many tree planting schemes in Africa, including the
idea of establishing a ‘green wall’ in the sahel regions of North Africa to attempt to hold back the encroachment of desert, but the most
spectacular, news-worthy one recently has been in Ethiopia, where prime minister Abiy Ahmed is campaigning, with international
aid, to plant four billion trees before this autumn! On one Monday in late July, as was widely reported around the world, they claim
that 350 million seedling trees were planted by armies of volunteers. Much of the nation joined in. They aim to keep on planting, at
the rate of 200 million a day. (The previous world record for tree planting, according to Guinness World Records, was held by the
Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, which planted 50 million trees in one day in 2016). The Chinese are tree planting on a massive scale,
too. On top of this, the Earth Day Network has called for planting 7.8 billion trees on Earth Day, April 22nd, next year - one for every
living person.
Of course, while the prime minister of Ethiopia is doing great work, President Bolsonaro of Brazil is busy doing the opposite: actively
encouraging the burning of the precious Amazonian rain forest. Just what the world needs right now, another clown in high political
office flying in the face of all reason or actual evidence. For every ray of hope, another dollop of despair.
Mind you, he was not wrong when he pointed out that his European critics have destroyed all their ancient forests long ago to create
all that rich farm land we have. But we are trying to redress the balance with reafforestation schemes and rewilding all over Europe.
We are planting trees in the UK, too. Plant! is a scheme set up by the Welsh government in 2008. For every child born in Wales a
tree is planted - and since 2014 they have added an additional tree per Welsh child to be planted in Uganda, too. The Friends of the
Earth charity are aiming to double our tree cover. They are not messing about - no penny numbers: their fund-raising letter asked for
a donation of £120. Like the Mafiosi used to say in The Sopranos when faced with an obligation, whatcha gonna doo? Land which
might be looked at are the grouse moors. I quote Ben Macdonald in The Spectator: ‘The time has come to rewild these vast
wastelands of the rich. Imagine if the 175 people who own England’s grouse moors had the vision to plant forests, reintroduce lost
species and release wild horses… The countryside itself would be transformed.’ 175 of them, huh?
Not only the grouse moors, but other upland areas of Britain as well, the bits known to the rural economy as Less Favoured Areas
(LFAs), where farming is marginal due to poor soils, climate and terrain. These comprise almost all of the upland parts of Northern
England (including the Pennines, Lake District and North York Moors), the Peak District, Exmoor, Dartmoor, parts of Cornwall, much
of Wales and the Highlands of Scotland and the Scottish Isles. All of these could grow trees - when much of the population of
southern Norway decamped to the USA in the mid-nineteenth century, they abandoned their farmland, which was much like present
day Scotland, and trees invaded everywhere, growing on cliffs, scree and open hillsides up to the snowline at 1,200 metres. In
Scotland it has been and still is taken as axiomatic that trees cannot grow above 650 metres…
Over most of these FLAs the landscape has been denuded of trees by sheep farming. Sheep have also compacted the soil to the
point where heavy rainfall is no longer absorbed and sluices off the hills, causing catastrophic flooding down the valleys and the land
below. At present, farming is only sustainable on the hills because of generous grants. According to Scottish Government statistics
published in March, 2019, the average Scottish farm makes an annual loss of £14,600. It is only the direct payments of £36,600 p.a.
that keeps them going. There are similar stats for Wales, too. In 2015/16 LFA farms in England earned an average of £9,761 and
depended for survival on public payments. That’s you and me. I doubt that the country will be able to afford this sort of support for
long after Brexit, although promises have been made.
So what can we do about it? That’ll be the theme for my next piece, perhaps. In the meantime, we can stump up for the Friends of
the Earth - and go dig a hole and plant a tree! Roger Burt.
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CHRISTOPHER JOHN DALE

1928– 2019

Family memories

th

Christopher John Dale was born on 15 August 1928 at Fir Tree Farm, Caulcott, the
youngest son of Herbert and Lillian Dale. He had one older sister, Mary. Chris went to
school in Lower Heyford, where he met his best friend, Gerald Blencow; they enjoyed many
happy hours in the countryside together, cycling, looking for birds nests, ferreting and apple
scrumping. He left school at 14 and helped on his dad’s farm.
It was at junior school at Kirtlington, that he met June Kirtland, and they were married in
Kirtlington Church 66 years ago. After a honeymoon in lovely Paignton, Devon, they set up
home in Lane End, Hook Norton, where they had their first daughter Elizabeth. At this time
he worked for Wheatcrofts, market gardening while continuing to help on the farm
One of the highlights of his life was playing football for Heyford Athletic, when they won the
Lord Jersey Cup, the Jersey league and the Oxfordshire County Shield, when Heyford
defeated Kidmore End by 3 – 1 on Abingdon Town Ground – a marvellous achievement for
a small village club. The girls still have the replica Jersey Cup to prove it!
Chris and June then moved to Fir Tree Farm, Caulcott, when Chris took over the farm from
his father and they had two more daughters, Jane and Catherine. Chris spent many hours
working the land with the help of Alan Waddup. The girls remember taking his packed lunch
and tea down the fields while he was harvesting. He had a keen interest in most sports, and wanted to be kept up to date on England
test match scores.
Chris and June always wanted to have their own house built and in 1976 they finally got their wish and built the Cotswold stone
house at Fit Tree Farm in which they spent 40 happy years.
Chris eventually retired in 1993, but he continued to enjoy the countryside, with a particular interest in bird watching. He could
recognise birds from their look and their song and enjoyed feeding them in the garden.
He also continued his interest in horse racing right up to the last few months. He enjoyed going to race meetings, visiting trainers
yards as well as watching it on television.
Chris took great pleasure in taking his family out to meals , and the girls have many happy memories of celebrating birthday,
anniversary and Christmases together as a family.
Elizabeth, Jane, Catherine and family would like to thank everyone for their kindness and for the messages of sympathy they have
received at this very sad time.
JOCELINE 'JOYCE' MARGARET WALTON

1926 -2019

st

Joyce passed away on 31 August. She had for a long time been cared for at the Madley Park
Care Home at Witney due to Alzheimers.
Joyce had been born in Birmingham on 7th August 1926. She was the daughter of Alice and Tom
Hoye. She had several brothers and sisters and always spoke fondly of her home life in
Birmingham.
She never lost that 'Brummy' twang and everybody who knew her, loved her for it.
She came to Oxfordshire, to Upper Heyford when she joined the WRAF's. It was there that she
met Les, who himself was in military training for the Royal Navy. Love blossomed and they were
married in February 1948.
Joyce and Les spent the early part of their marriage living at Middleton Stoney before later
relocating to Lower Heyford.
Joyce and Les had six children Linda, Michael, Marion, Geoffrey, Graham and Jacqueline. Linda
sadly passed away in her infancy and is buried at Middleton Stoney.
Joyce was a loving wife, mother, grandmother and great grandmother. Her life had been a busy
one taking care of the family home. Cooking good wholesome fresh food everyday, which was
always enjoyed by Les and the children.
She was a great reader and loved to knit. She would create a 'jumper' for the grandchildren in with any 'character' they care to
choose. The most complicated of patterns were no problem to her.
Once the children had grown Joyce learned to drive and was very proud of her accomplishment. She loved to drive herself and Les to
visit the grandchildren. Joyce also liked to holiday, albeit not too far and wide. She did however surprise everybody when she went off
to visit her youngest sister Barbara, at her home in Tasmania. It was something she had always wanted to do and so with the 'good
old determination' that we knew her for, off she went, and she enjoyed the trip very much.
Joyce had been a local parish councillor and campaigned tirelessly for the upgrade of the play equipment in the playing field for the
children of the village.
Joyce will always be remembered as the homebuilder, the love giver and the all round 'good ol' gal' by all who knew her.
May she rest, reunited with Les, in everlasting peace.
Carole Walton (nee Paviour) (daughter-in-law)
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Poetry Corner
Okri, now 60, was born in Minna, in west central Nigeria. His
father, a railway clerk won a scholarship to study law, and
moved his family to London when Okri was aged 18 months.
Okri grew up and attended primary school in Peckham. In
1968 Silver moved his family back to Nigeria where he practiced law in Lagos, providing free services for the poor.
Okri was eight when the 1967-70 Biafra war broke out, after a
failed coup. "At the time you don't know what you're seeing;
it's too monstrous, but the image is fixed," he’s said.
At the age of 14, he experienced a revelation that poetry
was his chosen calling. He began writing articles on social
and political issues, "out of a sense of outrage.

Ben Okri

In 1978, Okri moved back to England to study literature at Essex University with a grant from the Nigerian government. When the funding fell through he had to abandon the degree and found himself homeless, sometimes living in parks.
Okri's success as a writer began at the age of 21 with his first novel Flowers and Shadows. In the early to mid
80’s, whilst continuing to publish, he was a regular contributor to the BBC World Service. At this time he lived in
the bedsit above me in Maida Vale!
He has since received considerable international acclaim, often being described as one of Africa's leading
writers. His reputation was secured when his novel The Famished Road won the Booker Prize for Fiction in 1991,
making him the youngest ever winner of the prize. In 2001 he was awarded an OBE.
Okri’s prose is highly poetic, and his poetry shares some of the subjects and imagery of his novels.
I have chosen this poem as some might say that right now we’re in great need of “a new politics”.

A New Dream of Politics (2015)
They say there is only one way for politics.
That it looks with hard eyes at the hard world
And shapes it with a ruler’s edge,
Measuring what is possible against
Acclaim, support, and votes.
They say there is only one way to dream
For the people, to give them not what they need
But food for their fears.
We measure the deeds of politicians
By their time in power.
But in ancient times they had another way.
They measured greatness by the gold
Of contentment, by the enduring arts,
The laughter at the hearths,
The length of silence when the bards
Told of what was done by those who
Had the courage to make their lands
Happy, away from war, spreading justice
And fostering health,
The most precious of the arts
Of governance.
But we live in times that have lost

This tough art of dreaming
The best for its people,
Or so we are told by cynics
And doomsayers who see the end
Of time in blood-red moons.
Always when least expected an unexpected
Figure rises when dreams here have
Become like ashes. But when the light
Is woken in our hearts after the long
Sleep, they wonder if it is a fable.
Can we still seek the lost angels
Of our better natures?
Can we still wish and will
For poverty’s death and a newer way
To undo war, and find peace in the labyrinth
Of the Middle East, and prosperity
In Africa as the true way
To end the feared tide of immigration?
We dream of a new politics
That will renew the world
Under their weary suspicious gaze.
There’s always a new way,
A better way that’s not been tried before.

Simon van Zwanenberg
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Please come to the Residents Association meetings and have your say, the first item on the agenda is to hear your
ideas and concerns.
We meet in the Community Centre from 7pm to 9pm
Future meeting Dates are:
October 30th
November 27th
January 29th
Please join us Saturday December 14th for our annual Christmas Party in the Community Centre from 5pm to 8pm.
Marc Thielke - Chair - 07972-259907
Email - hprcda@gmail.com
Web - www.heyfordparkresidents.org.uk
Heyford Park Parish Council
We meet in the Community Centre from 7pm to 9pm
Future meeting Dates are:
October 15th
November 12th
December 10th
The parish council have been busy finishing setting up their website and contact information, please note the new email
addresses below. They have been continuing to assist the Heyford Leys community and staying abreast of other
planning issues. They have approved a 1000 pound grant for the Heyford Park Football Club. The parish will support
the footpath extension on the East end of Camp Road; Dorchester have cut their part of the hedge to assist pedestrian
safety there.
The parish will be holding a bulb planting event this autumn. Please check the bulletin boards or FaceBook for dates.
Parish Clerk - Lorraine Watling
Email - lorraine.watling@cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk
Parish Chair - Dickie Bird
Email - dickie.bird@heyfordpark-pc.gov.uk
Parish Co-Chair - Tim Coggins
Email - tim.coggins@heyfordpark-pc.gov.uk
Our Family Fun Day was well attended and folks had so much fun, and
we raised some much needed funds , changing the date of this event
sure made a difference, and we have been asked to make this an
annual event.
Our next and final event for this year is HALLOWEEN, our EyeBall Hunt
on October 27th, EVERYONE is welcome to come. There will be
Pumpkin carving, a craft table for the little ones, Hot Dogs, and of course
the Eyeball hunt, plus a sweet filled Piñata to bash . Children are
encouraged to wear Halloween costumes
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OXFORD
HALF
MARATHON
13 OCTOBER
2019
Please help Simon, a Heyford Park resident, to
achieve his goal of raising £500 for the charity
‘Homeless Oxfordshire’
Simon is an ex-servicemen who was medically discharged
following a nasty accident while on guard duty.
He was told that he would never walk again, however, after a
major operation and 3 years rehabilitation he now fit enough
to run the half marathon!
So hats off to Simon for this marvellous effort
Simon has a charity sponsorship webpage where the money
goes direct to the charity.
https://givepenny.com/the-oxford-half-marathon
An extra incentive for all of us!
The half marathon is on Simon’s birthday, so please give him
the best possible present by helping him to achieve his goal
by sponsoring him via his webpage.
The webpage will remain open until the end of October
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UPPER HEYFORD NEWS
ADVANCE NOTICE Date for next year’s diary!
THE UPPER HEYFORD FLOWER FESTIVAL 2020
will be held on the afternoons of Saturday, April 25th and Sunday, April 26th, in St
Mary’s Church.
We had hoped to hold it on the May Day weekend, as we did this year, but the early May Day Bank
Holiday has been moved from Monday, May 4th to Friday, May 8th in order to mark the 75th
anniversary of V.E.Day. Obviously, that weekend must be kept clear for this celebration.
Also, we know that Lower Heyford holds its annual May Day festivities on the first Saturday in May,
and we did not want to clash with that, either. We have therefore decided on the last weekend in April. Should be good for
daffodils…
The theme this time will be The Magic of Children’s Books. This can be anything from picture books for the very young up to
children’s classics such as Treasure Island. An entry might reflect the title of a book in some way or a passage or a character from
within the book. The scope is deliberately wide in appeal. We hope this notice, well in advance of the time, will give everyone a
chance to think of an entry they could make, however elaborate or small and simple, and to start planning now and, if necessary,
growing flowers for it!
Last May’s Festival was a great success because of your support. Please join in again - and we would like as many new people as
possible to contribute. Remember, it isn’t a competition. It’s more of a celebration - of springtime, of beauty and, in this case, the
delight and nostalgia of children’s books.
With very best wishes from the Flower Festival Committee

St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting

The Warreners Club

13th July In celebration of the birthday of the late Ben
Brain. ‘With love from Karen and Sean’.

Tony, one of our members, has purchased on behalf of the
club a new set of games, which we tried out at the
September meeting—hoopla, skittles and indoor golf.
It was great fun and everyone joined in and it was quite
competitive with lots of cheering. Well done, Tony

20th July In celebration of the 23rd wedding anniversary
of Sue and Stewart Prattley.
23rd July In celebration of the birthday of the late Rosalie
Jean Barker, born 1935. ‘Loved forever and never
forgotten, my wonderful wife.’ Ray X.

On October 9th will be the annual Harvest Lunch
which starts at 1pm.

In celebration of the birthday of the late Jean Barker.
From her son, Andy Draper.

A special occasion, always very enjoyable with lots of
food; ham, cheese, pork pie, salads followed by fruit pie
and cream, and a variety of drinks — lovely!

31st July In memory of the late Timothy Tad Barker.
‘Never forgotten, wonderful son.’ Love, Dad
11th August In celebration of the 6th wedding
anniversary
of Marilyn and Timothy Bigelow.

At the November meeting on the 13th there will be a quiz
followed by the usual good spread and lots of chatter.

12th August In loving memory of the late Agnes and
Eddie Thompson of the Barley Mow.
Fond memories from Ann, Giuseppe, Rebecca and Sara
Truisi.

Unless otherwise noted we meet in Upper Heyford Village
Hall on the second Wednesday of each month from
2 pm to 4pm
Contact: Veronica 232788

Yoga in Upper Heyford Village Hall

Monday Healthy Heyford Walks
Why not join us!
We meet at Upper Helford Village Hall at 09:55 am (unless
otherwise arranged) Walks last for approx. 2 – 2 ½ hours; and

•
•

Tuesday = 7-8pm Vinyasa Flow

•
•

7:45-8:45pm - Hatha Flow to Restore

Thursday = 6:30-7:30pm Dynamic Vinyasa Flow
and/or
£5 per class

To book on contact: 07936884401
Email: vicky@gracefullyflow.com
The link to my instagram is: https://www.instagram.com/gracefully_flow/

are usually about 5 – 6 miles in length unless otherwise stated.
It’s a social occasion too!
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PARISH COUNCIL NOTICES
In a small rural village like Upper Heyford it is important that everyone works together to minimise the impact of parked
cars especially nowadays with so many delivery vehicles and large modern farm equipment. There really is no excuse
for parking on pavements or leaving a gap on the road that is too narrow for fire engines or an ambulance.
Together, we can keep our streets and pavements clear for all users

The Cemetery
Visitors to our village often remark on what a
delightful cemetery we are blessed with and on how
well it is maintained. That is due in no small part to
the relatives who care for their loved ones graves
and, of course, the War Graves Commission, that
cares for the RAF graves.
There are a number of unkempt graves that do need
attention, probably because family members no
longer reside locally. The Parish Council will arrange
to tidy and make safe where necessary if relatives
cannot be traced.

Recently a number of genuine concerns have been raised by parishioners as follows:
•

On several occasions dog mess has been found in the cemetery (this is unforgiveable)

•

Graves not being maintained in accordance the cemetery rules (the rules are displayed on the cemetery notice
board)

•

Ashes interred without the necessary paperwork and fee (a completed application form/certificate of cremation/
payment of £50 fee, is required)
The Parish Council respectfully reminds parishioners of the importance of the Cemetery Rules & Regulations
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SOMERTON
SOMERTON
GROUP

WOMEN’S

INDEPENDENT

After the summer break in September we
welcomed Hope who gave us an insight into her
experiences as a guide for the London
Olympics, and what a time she had! Her enthusiasm was
infectious as she related what she had been responsible for and
the wonderful people she had met. She even got to see some of
the events. Based at Heathrow she was one of the frontline who
welcomed visitors and competitors to this country and it was
obvious that they all received a very warm introduction to Britain.
This is the last time she will be at SWIG as she and Geoff are
leaving. We wish them well in their new home. She was
presented with a Duchess of Devonshire rose for her new
garden.
October 8th is our HARVEST SUPPER! This promises to be a
great occasion when we welcome anyone who would like to
come. You can be sure of a delicious meal, all home cooked with
a choice of seasonal puddings. The tickets are £4 for members,
£10 for guests including wine and I can guarantee you won’t get
a meal so cheap anywhere.
Tickets available from
Rosemary 345439 or deddlib@hotmail.com

WINGWALKING 2020 – THE ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME!
Join us on 21 May 2020 for this amazing experience with the
world's most experienced wing-walking team.
It's something to strike off your bucket list and build memories
that last a lifetime. Flown by one of the team's wing-walking
display pilots, you’ll take to the skies on the top wing of a Boeing
Stearman bi-plane and experience an exciting series of flypasts,
zoom climbs, steep dives and banks in front of the family and
friends you bring along on the day. Find out more at
www.khh.org.uk/wingwalk
SAVE THE DATE: SANTA FUN RUN – SUNDAY 1
DECEMBER 2019
We know it’s too soon to start talking about Christmas, but
please be sure to put the morning of Sunday 1 December in your
diary – the annual Santa Fun Run is back, and we’re hoping to
see more than 400 Santas out in force to raise money for
Katharine House. Find out more at www.khh.org.uk/santa
WEEKLY HEALTH WALKS – EVERY FRIDAY FROM THE
HOSPICE
We're delighted to launch our weekly Friday Health Walks in
collaboration with South Northants and Cherwell District Council.
Led by a friendly, specially trained volunteer, this is a wonderful
opportunity to join an organised walk around the beautiful
countryside around Katharine House. The walks provide the
perfect opportunity to increase your activity levels and general
wellbeing and also offers you the chance to make new friends
and find a supportive network of like-minded people. The walks
are open to families, carers, patients, supporters, and volunteers
- generally, anyone who has an affiliation with Katharine
HouseouHouse. A typical walk may last up to 60 minutes,
although this may vary. No need to book, just turn up although it
may be advisable to contact the hospice beforehand just to
make sure it is going ahead. Please wear loose comfortable
clothing and sturdy footwear. Refreshments will be available
after the walk. For more information please contact
Hannah.Mozelewski@khh.org.uk

On 8th November we are looking forward to welcoming Gordon
Wrighton our local butcher. Not sure exactly what he will talk
about but he has been before and we really enjoyed his visits.
Christmas, well it’s a while yet so we shall leave that until the
next VN.

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR.
Yes, I know it’s a few weeks yet but we have to
prepare! The date for the fabulous
SOMERTON BAZAAR is Sat. 30th November.
More details to follow but please put the date in your
diaries.
Hopefully we shall not clash with any of the
surrounding villages this year

OXFORD HALF MARATHON - 13 OCTOBER 2019
The Oxford Half Marathon course winds around Oxford’s most
iconic landmarks. Whether you’re new to running and want to
take on a challenge, or an experienced runner looking to smash
your personal best, why not take on the Oxford Half Marathon for
Katharine House this October? Secure your place on Team
Katharine House and register for your place today for £40 – we’ll
support you throughout your fundraising!
If you already have your own place, please register as an own
place runner by emailing getinvolved@khh.org.uk to be part of
Team Katharine, and you'll still receive all of the same support
from our team.

Date of next meeting
Village Hall: Tuesday 26th November - 7:15pm
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FRITWELL SCHOOL
It has been a great start here at Fritwell as we welcomed our new starters in Foundation
Stage, Nursery and other years across the school. I hope that they will settle quickly in to
life at our wonderful setting.
Once again, I set a summer challenge for the children to engage in over the break and
the response was tremendous. It was based on the moon landing which marked its 50
year anniversary. The children had to create a new rocket to travel to the moon and the
entries were superb. It has been incredibly hard to judge such an outstanding display but,
after a great deal of discussion with Governors, winners were chosen from Foundation
Stage/Nursery, Key Stage 1, Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key Stage 2. A

As you can see from the photographs, it was a very tough decision to make.
We took our Sharks (Year 5/6) on a residential trip to Yenworthy where they engaged in a variety of outdoor activities.
The children got to kayak, rock pool, mountain climb, mountain scramble, surf, orienteering and a wild swim. A huge
thank you go to the staff at the centre and the school staff who took the children on this fantastic experience. It was
great to see them challenging themselves and learning new skills. Memories to last a lifetime.

We are really proud to announce that we achieved the Gold School Games Mark in recognition of our rich P.E.
curriculum and commitment to participation in competitive sporting events for children of all abilities. Go team Fritwell!
Coming Events
Harvest Festival - 9th October
Hello Yellow Day - 10th October
‘Love your learning’ - 24th October
It has been great to show so many parents around our wonderful school who are interested in both school and nursery
places. If you know anyone who would like to visit or know more about what we offer, please pass on details of the
school office (01869 345283) where our staff will make an appointment for me to meet and discuss their children’s very
special educational journey.
Jonathan Hart
Headteacher Fritwell CofE Primary School
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Information - At a Glance
Wednesday 9th October
Warreners Harvest Lunch, Upper Heyford Village Hall

BUS TIMETABLE—HEYFORDS

Saturday 12th October
Steeple Aston Valentine Club Jumble Sale
Village Hall 2pm
Tuesday 15th October
Heyford Park Parish Council, Community Centre 7—9pm
Wednesday 16th October
Heyfords W I, Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30pm

250 BUS SERVICE

Wednesday 23rd October
Talk by Bill King - The Unknown Warrior
Upper Heyford Reading Room, 7pm
Friday 25th October
Kirtlington School Open Day 9.15am

Bus Services from Heyford Park to Oxford
Monday to Friday
05.41; 06.41; 07.49; 09.06; 10.17; 11.17;
12.17; 13.17; 14.17; 15.21; 16.26; 17.49;
18.49; 19.53

Saturday 26th October—Lower Heyford St George’s Field Hall
First Aid at Work Course 9am—5pm (place must be booked)

Saturdays
06.20; 07.21; 08.17 and then at 17 mins past
each hour till 6.21; 17.32; 18.36; 19.37
Bus Services from Heyford Park
to Bicester
Monday to Friday
06.08; 07.07; 08.22; 09.41; 10.44; 11.44;
12.44; 13.44; 14.44; 15.48; 17.06; 18.09;
19.22; 20.12

Sunday 27th October
Halloween Fun Day, Heyford Park from 12 noon
Wednesday 30th October
Heyford Park R A meeting, Community Centre, 7—9pm

Saturdays
06.50; 07.44; 08.44; 09;44; 10.44; 11.44;
12.44; 13.44; 14.44; 15.44; 16.53; 18.00;
19.04; 20.03

Friday 8th November
Kirtlington School Open Day 9.15am
Sunday 10th November
Fritwell School Fireworks 5pm
Tuesday 12th November
Heyford Park Parish Council, Community Centre 7—9pm
Wednesday 13th November
Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm

Bus Services from Oxford to Heyford Park
Monday to Friday
6.26; 07.40; 09.00; 10.05 then at 5 past
each hour every hour till 16.15; 17.20; 18.40;
and 19.35
Saturdays
07.05 and then at five past each hour till
15.05; 16.10; 17.15; 18.25; 19.25
Bus Services from Bicester to Heyford
Park
Monday to Friday
06.25; 07.30; 08.50; 10.02; 11.02; 12.02;
13.02; 14.02; 1505; 16.09; 17.33; 18.35;
19.40 (19.40 service terminates at
Bletchingdon)

Wednesday 20th November
Heyfords W I, Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30pm
Sunday 24th November
Messy Church, St Olave’s Fritwell, 4—5.30pm
Tuesday 26th November
Somerton Parish Council meeting, Village Hall 7.15pm

Saturdays
07.07; 08.02; 9.03; 10.02; 11.02; 12.02;
13.02; 14.02; 15.02; 16.05; 17.16;18.24;
19.24
(19.24 service terminates at Bletchingdon)

Wednesday 27th November
Heyford Park R A meeting, Community Centre, 7—9pm

The times shown are for Heyford Park, the
village times will vary slightly

Saturday 30th November
Somerton Christmas Bazaar, details later
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