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Let’s celebrate 40 years of Valley News

News & Views from the Cherwell Valley
The first edition of Valley News
February 1979
The delightful cover was designed and
crafted by Brian Scott-Smith and it was the
cover for the first 20 years of the magazine.
The late Wynne MacIver was the driving
force behind the idea of having a local
village magazine and an editorial team was
set up to produce it:
Rev Clifford Rhodes, rector of the parishes
Bob Cropley, Caulcott, treasurer
Miss Hughes, Lower Heyford
Ian Lough-Scott, Upper Heyford
Wynne MacIver, Somerton
Brian Scott-Smith, Lower Heyford
Ann Shukman, Somerton
Jack Talbot, Somerton
In the days before the personal computer
and the internet it all had to be hand
crafted, with typed slips pasted in place
and with hand drawn illustrations! It was
then printed, hand collated and stapled, a
real team effort, fortunately with the help of
a few glasses of wine!
Initially 450 copies were produced, we now
print 1300 copies, and the number will
increase as more homes are built on
Heyford Park.
I do hope that you enjoy the magazine and
appreciate the work that has gone into it
over the past 40 years
Editor

Valley News is delivered FREE to every household in:
Caulcott – Heyford Park – Lower Heyford - Somerton – Upper Heyford
Editor: Ian Lough-Scott, The Rickyard, Upper Heyford, Bicester OX25 5LH
Telephone: 01869 232788 Email: ianloughscott@btinternet.com
Treasurer: Bruce Eggeling at: treasurer.valleynews@gmail.com
Also published on line www.upperheyford.com or www.heyfordresidents.org.uk/valley-news/
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VALLEY NEWS EDITORIAL
40 years of local news
As we look forward to the fifth decade of Valley News it’s fitting that we should remind ourselves of the aspirations
of the editorial team that produced the first edition of the magazine in February 1979, as shown below:

LOOKING FORWARD
It is the purpose of this publication to serve the whole of the
Cherwell Valley and everybody in it; not just one organisation or one
section. We shall announce future events and report any items that
are likely to be of general interest. Copies will be delivered to every
household free of charge, and the annual cost of production will be
partly covered with the generous support of our local advertisers,
organisations and individuals. The Editorial Team hope that all who
find interest and entertainment in it will voluntarily contribute
whatever sum they can spare to make up the difference.

So let’s celebrate the achievement and thank all those who have participated in various ways to keep the
magazine vibrant and appealing, not forgetting the stalwarts who trudge round in all weathers delivering it to
households. A word of thanks too, for the financial support of advertisers, organisations, parish councils and
individuals, which make it all possible.
Valley News has been in existence during a remarkable period of change for the Cherwell Valley villages. In 1979
RAF Upper Heyford was one of the largest NATO airfields in Europe, and few would have foreseen the ending of
the Cold War and the closure of the base so suddenly and unexpectedly.
After 25 years of procrastination it would appear that the future development plans for the site are settled and
Heyford Park is now able to move forward and become an established community with its own parish council and
facilities. I do hope that Valley News will play its part in what is generally termed as ‘community cohesion’ to allow
everybody living in this valley to enjoy the benefits of this lovely part of Oxfordshire. There will be challenges of
course in order to retain the traditional rural character of the valley and to minimise the impact of increased traffic
through the villages.
It is important to remember that Valley News is here for everyone, so if you wish to raise a matter of concern, or
have helpful information that may have a marked effect on our villages, or simply have an interesting story to tell,
please let me know.
Perhaps after 40 years it’s time for fresh ideas and new faces, so let me know if you would like to take the
job on or contribute in some other way .
Editor

Reader advice:
The opinions and views expressed by articles included in Valley News are not necessarily the views of the editor.
Articles are accepted by the Editor on the assumption that the permission of any person or organisation, whose contact or other details
(including the views of 3rd parties), has previously been secured by the person submitting the article or other entry.
Valley News reserves the right to refuse any entry or any part thereof that, in the view of the Editor, could be defamatory or offensive.
Advertising:
Valley News is pleased to accept advertisements from local businesses as part of its service to local residents as well as providing a relatively
low cost advertising platform for the goods and services offered by local trades and businesses.
The inclusion of an advertisement neither indicates that the Valley News recommends nor endorses any goods or services that are offered and
Valley News encourages its readers to take suitable steps to verify the quality and price of any service being offered. In this regard Valley
News can bear no responsibility.

3

WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY

Heyford athletic football club
Established in 1952
We currently have 2 men’s football team in the Oxfordshire
senior league.
First team and in the premier division and the reserves are in
division 2.
The first team won the Oxfordshire premier division last season
and are holders of the presidents cup for the last 2 seasons.
Training takes place on a Wednesday evening at 7.30
Matches KO on a Saturday afternoon at 2pm at the King George
playing field.
The fixtures for the season are available at http://fulltimeleague.thefa.com/ProcessPublicSelect.do?
psSelectedSeason=425502276&psSelectedDivision=823934223
&psSelectedCompetition=0&psSelectedLeague=5277609
Come and support your local football team aka the golden bears!

WHAT’S ON IN STEEPLE ASTON Spring 2019
Sun 10 Feb – Spring Concert – Steeple Aston Choral Society – 7.00 in SA Church
Note details above

An informal discussion group
exploring our Christian faith
Continuing our look at a

Rule of Life
And the Book of Ephesians

Restarts Thursday 7th
February 7:30pm
The Chapel Heyford Park

Sat 18 May – Patience – Opera Anywhere – 7.00 for 7.30 in SA Village Hall.
Gilbert and Sullivan’s lively and surprisingly modern operetta, poking fun
at the Victorian Aesthetic movement, with rakish poets, swooning
maidens and burly military men.
Tickets £20/£10 available online https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
operaanywhere.
Also limited Early Bird tickets available now (£15/£7) from Barbara
(01869 340423)
Sun 19 May – NGS Gardens – Six beautiful and very different Steeple Aston gardens
are open from 2.00-6.00. Entry – £6.00. Home-made teas available in the
Village Hall.
Further details from – Barbara Brewer, Chair – SA Village Hall Management
Committee (01869 340423)
Margaret Bulleyment, Secretary – SA Village Hall Management Committee (01869
347346

Pop-up Cafe, St Mary’s Lower Heyford Thursday mornings 11am - 12.30pm
A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of fresh coffee or tea, home-made sandwiches and cake.
Open to all and free of charge although donations towards running costs gratefully received.
Any queries please call Emily Daly at emilyannedaly@gmail.com (term time)
or Sue Watson suewatson20@btinternet.com and Hazel Stoddart hazelstoddart@me.com (holidays)
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The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
The Gift of Peace
It is true to say that peace in our lives can elude us, and yet, it is a vitally important ingredient of everyday life. The
gift of peace can easily be lost, as we enter another year. However, if we are to live a life of contentment, we need to
find peace. Our Lord says “Peace I leave you; it is My peace I give to you.”
Not only do we need peace for ourselves, but we can give peace to others. The prayer of St Francis “Make me a
channel of Your peace” echoes through the centuries. Yet this peace, for ourselves and others, may fade away under
the pressures and demands of the 21st century.
Nevertheless, we have to face the world as best we can, for to be a Christian today is to be a realist. Our Lord
said “In the world you shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” We will inevitably
encounter difficulties, problems and new challenges, but they should not overwhelm us. One way in which we can have
peace is by resourcing ourselves by reading good books. C.S. Lewis once wrote “When I read, I am not alone.”
A book that I do recommend is ‘The Life’ (A Portrait of Jesus) by J. John. The book claims that our culture is
based on Christianity. Whether obvious or concealed, the influence of its founder, Jesus of Nazareth, is to be
experienced in literature, art, music, philosophy, architecture and all the main pillars of society. Please contact me if you
would like a copy of this book.
Reading and reflecting on life’s purpose can give the peace that we all so much desire. St. Augustine, who
became a Christian in the 4th century, wrestled with the quest for peace, and wrote “My heart is restless until it finds it’s
rest in Thee.” May that be said of us in a restless and peace-hungry world.
Sincerely yours, Geoff

The Life
A Portrait of
Jesus
A good read for the winter
months leading into our Lenten
course which starts in March

LENT 2019
Refreshing our
Faith
A series of talks
and discussions
Thursday evenings 7:30pm
7th March—The
Chapel Heyford Park
March

If you would like a copy of the
book (£4) please ask Geoff or
contact the benefice office
(01869 233687)

14th March—The
Annunciation Souldern
March

A refresher course on what it
means to be a Christian

11th April—St
Olave’s Fritwell
April

21st MarchMarch St James Somerton
28th March—St
Mary’s Ardley
March
4th April—St
Mary’s Lower Heyford
April
18th April (with Holy Communion) Heyford park Chapel

Prayer

9:00am
Saturday 23rd February
(Breakfast will be provided)

Encouraging one another
as we pray for the
appointment of a new
Team Rector
All Welcome

The Chapel, Heyford Park

BENEFICE OFFICE
572 Brice Road, Heyford Park, OX25 5TE Tel: 01869 233687
NEW OFFICE HOURS Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30 –2.30

Tel: 01869 233687

To book a wedding or baptism Tel: 01869 233687 administrator@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
Outside office hours please leave either a telephone or email message or in the case of an emergency please telephone 01869 233249 or 07889 444 616
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Thames Valley Police is issuing crime prevention
advice to residents across Cherwell & West Oxon
following multiple incidents of purse theft.
The most common kind of purse theft is known as
'handbag dipping'. This is where offenders remove
purses from handbags left unzipped or unattended.

HEYFORDS W I
Climate Change Ambassadors
What can and cannot be agreed on a global scale
demonstrates the challenges we face, as we are all aware
that climate change is affected by human activity. We can
help by making better decisions in our own homes, work
places and communities, on our lifestyles and the products
we buy. Whatever we do by reusing and recycling will help!
The National Federation has taken this on board and has
asked all county federations to appoint a ‘Climate Change
Ambassador’ to be trained to go out to WIs and share
information and resources on how each WI can take action
in their communities to address issues of climate change.
We can start by using compostable cups instead of plastic ,
and when you attend an event why not take your own reusable cup!

Bank cards are often stolen and used by offenders
very quickly, often even before the victim realises
the purse has been taken.
Crimes should continue to be reported either by
using the online form on our website or by calling
101. If a crime is in progress then call 999.
You can help to deter thieves and reduce your risk
of becoming a victim of pickpockets by following
these steps:
• Keep your handbag on you, zipped with no
valuable items such as mobile phones on display.
Do not leave it unattended.
• Carry bags in front of you or diagonally across
your chest.
• Return cards to your purse or wallet quickly
and zip it up or button it.
• In cafes and restaurants put your bag on your
lap or on the floor between your feet with your foot
on the strap. Alternatively place the strap through
one leg of the chair.
• Look for ATM machines located inside buildings, supermarkets or other busy locations.

To quote the well known supermarket motto ‘Every Little
Helps’!
Though in the case of supermarkets generally a more
applicable adage would be ‘Could Do Better’

• Never leave your bag in adjacent seats in theatres, pubs or on public transport.
Purse Bells are a discreet and highly effective way
of deterring offenders.
They clip on to the zip of your purse and jingle to
alert you of any potential theft. The bells can also
be used to protect bags, wallets or any other valuable items.

Heyfords WI meet on the third Wednesday of each
month in Upper Heyford Reading Room OX25 5LG at
7.30pm
On 20th February Hope Price
will give a talk on her work as a
Marie Curie nurse.

If you would like a free purse bell, please visit the
front counter at Witney police station. Open from
10am – 6pm, Monday to Friday (closed between
1.30pm – 2.15pm, and at weekends and bank holidays).

Visitors are most welcome to
attend this interesting talk (£4)

More personal theft prevention advice is available
on the Thames Valley Police website at: https://
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
theft-from-a-person/pickpocketing/

The March meeting on the 20th
will be our AGM with social time
President: Denise Ball 343364
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CARE FOR A
COCKTAIL?
Calling all cocktail
connoisseurs! This new
year please host a cocktail
night to raise money for
people facing life-limiting illness. Whether
you hold it in your home or your favourite
pub, pub or restaurant, there’s no better time
to get together with friends and help your
local hospice. Find out how to get involved at
www.khh.org.uk/cocktail
RESOLVE TO VOLUNTEER IN 2019
From drivers to gardeners, shop assistants to
complementary therapists and receptionists
to fundraisers, we’re looking for volunteers to
join our fantastic team in 2019 and make a
real difference to the local
community. Whether you have a couple of
days a week or a couple of hours a year to
spare we have a role for you! We’re also
excited to share details of two new
opportunities to volunteer: supporting
patients and carers at home as a Hospice
Companion or helping people to get active as
a Health Walk leader. To find out how you
can get involved, or for further information
email volunteering@khh.org.uk or call 01295
816 477.
DID YOU KNOW?
It costs £4.5 million to provide our services
every year, and three-quarters of that funding
comes from people in the local community,
as well as local businesses and trusts and
foundations.

Community Education at the Marlborough School,
Woodstock By Celia Clark, Coordinator
Last term, we ran a very popular course about using autumn herbs,
teaching people to use foraged plants to maintain good health. We
have a similar 4 week course on Monday evenings in March using
herbs that are at their best in the spring time. This is a delightful and
fulfilling activity that really helps you connect with the natural world
around you. Book quickly to secure your place.
Wellbeing features on our next Saturday workshop on 16 March too,
with an opportunity to learn how to give a back massage or Indian head
massage (great to attend with a partner), and two relaxing yoga
workshops: restorative yoga and aroma yoga. Other sessions include
archery, patchwork for beginners, picture making skills, and classic
cookery with an experienced chef and tutor helping you create a
fabulous 4-course meal.
We also have space on the following weekly courses which you can
still join part-way through the term: yoga, badminton, Zumba Gold, and
our Wednesday evening singing group: Anyone Can Sing.
Please check availability on our website or call the office to book a
place on any of our courses. Tel: 01993 813592
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk
www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed

Patchwork for Beginners: just one of our one-day workshops in March

Last year we supported more than 800
people facing life-limiting illness in our
community. Without your help we simply
couldn’t do that without your generosity.
Thank you for everything you do for your
local hospice.
KEEP UP TO DATE WITH KATHARINE
HOUSE HOSPICE EVENTS
We’re looking forward to a busy 2019 here at
Katharine House, with plenty of fundraising
and hospice events throughout the year.
From Midnight Walks to mountain treks, open
days to volunteer opportunities, you can find
out more about what’s happening at your
local hospice at www.khh.org.uk
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Poetry Corner
Our Poetry Group term opened, on January 14th, with a visit from Paul Surman, a member of the Back Room Poets in Oxford and a
friend of a friend. He has recently brought out his book, Places, and our mutual friend, David Olsen, also a published Back Room
Poet, told us about him and came along too. Paul was a delightful speaker, articulate and humorous, modest and fascinating to listen
to. He faced a very full meeting - somehow we managed to cram fourteen people into our sitting room - which could have been
daunting, but since most of us had read his book beforehand and liked his work, we were a sympathetic audience and he was able to
relax and talk freely.
His poetry is not too difficult to understand, but is subtle. One critic remarks on his ‘acute ear’, and we, the group, considered that he
has an equally acute eye, especially for things which are not usually noticed or are by-passed as not being important. One of us
commented on the ‘painterly quality’ of some of his work, which you might discern in the following poem, where he remarks on a
subdued, neglected piece of landscape which, if you know your countryside, you can just see, such is its feeling of familiarity.
Here
Here odd-shaped strips of land that no-one
appears to own merge into silent paddocks
with listless ponies, and pylons stand apart
in thistly plots like old men whose memory
has gone, and roofless pile of broken brick
may once have housed useful machinery, or
some mysterious purpose. Here calm cattle
graze near a sluggish waterway whose banks
they’ve trampled into a quagmire near where
the railway crosses a fan-shaped iron bridge
and notices warn the air of abstract dangers,
while a gate sagging low on its hinges keeps
here from nowhere else in mock perpetuity,
and even birdsong is instantly dispossessed.
As a child I played in places like this, looking for mushrooms and collecting caterpillars in striped rugby-jerseys from the ragwort. But
who else would think of writing a poem about it? Paul seems to like and notice such marginal things, pointing out details that most of
us would overlook, subtle things like the colour of jackdaws’ eyes - ‘…white, or blue, or grey, shadowless and unspecific. The colour
of air, perhaps…’ He ‘examines landscape’s empty occasions’ and ‘the muddy path that leads enticingly away.’ The unimportant is
made important. As David Olsen writes, in his critique of the book, ‘Surman guides the reader on a journey through outdoor
landscapes and psychological interiors suffused with mystery’. Pat Winslow (who commented on his ‘acute ear’) calls him the
‘observer unobserved’ investigating ‘borderlands where change is incremental and sometimes reversible.’ As he puts it himself, ‘I
welcome ruin, the slow growth of wilderness and peace.’
Roger Burt.
Places by Paul Surman, Oversteps Books, ISBN 978-1-906856-79-3 £8.00
Website: paulsurman.weebly.com/
E-mail: paul@surman5.plus.com

Victoria has moved (her office, that is!)
Since her election in 2015, Victoria and her constituency team have been based
in Upper Heyford but made the move to Deddington to improve accessibility for
constituents. The new office, based on Hopcraft Lane, is situated in the middle of
the constituency and includes a spacious ground floor meeting room. While she
will continue to hold ‘Supermarket Surgeries’ in Bicester and Banbury, alongside
her Pub Tours and New Residents’ Roadshows, constituents will be able to
request private appointments with Victoria and her team in the constituency
office.
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Coarse gardening
David Cameron once compared gardening to litter-picking. At least, that’s what I recall reading somewhere. I have lost the reference, so decided to check up on it. It’s true; he did. The Independent, on Sunday, 8th April, 2012, reported on a speech he made in
2011 in which he commented on government plans to allocate community work to the long-term unemployed, ‘unskilled activities such
as litter-picking and gardening’.
As you may imagine, I don’t entirely agree with him. A little bit more knowledge and expertise may come in useful - if you’re not too
sure about this, try growing Azaleas on chalky soil, or lilies in stiff clay, or give your cacti plenty of water in the winter, or try your hand
at grafting rare shrubs by guesswork, and so on and so on. Your self-esteem and your bank balance would both suffer, big-time, believe me.
But I’m not the only one to disagree with our revered ex-leader. As a nation we are obsessed with gardens and gardening. We are
nuts about it. We spend millions on it. A report from Oxford Economics states ‘Ornamental horticulture and landscaping in the UK
made an estimated £24.3 billion contribution to national GDP in 2017.’ Gosh. That’s nearly enough to pay for our divorce! Bye-bye
Europe - we’ll say it with flowers. The report goes on with a list of further astonishing plant-based statistics. Here are a few: jobs involved in horticulture - 568,700, which equates to one in every sixty two jobs in the UK; £2.9 billion came in from garden tourism, the
UK being regarded as ‘the gardening capital of the world’; and this is a nice one - ‘the presence and proximity of natural features adds
an estimated £131 billion to the value of the UK’s housing stock’ - which, being interpreted, meaneth, your nice garden adds a lot of
value to your house. I quote from another source, ‘A house with a neat front garden usually rents or sells quicker than one without. A
home with a garden usually rents or sells for more.’
And there is more; much, much more. I won’t bore you with all of it, but some high points may catch your interest. Trees, for example. It has been estimated that a single garden tree, with an average 50-year lifespan, generates ‘€24,644 worth of oxygen, delivers
€48,902 worth of air-pollution control and will recycle €29,573 worth of water. (Apologies for the Euros, but we soon won’t have to
worry about them, will we?) Approximating, then that’s about ninety thousand quid’s worth of benefits from a single tree over its lifetime. No wonder we should plant more, and not just in our gardens, but in our streets as well, where they are said to ‘enhance economic stability…by attracting businesses and tourists. People are known to linger and shop longer along tree-lined streets.’ And
businesses find that they do better in locations where there are trees and greenery - ‘their workers are more productive and absenteeism is reduced’. This should not be surprising; there is plenty of research out there to show that plants in workspaces such as offices
and schools benefit health and productivity. I have written about it here before. The enormous positive difference that having green
plants around seems quite absurd, but the research says it is undeniable.
Alan Titchmarsh wrote, in a riposte to the Independent article mentioned above, ‘Learning how things grow, from an early age, gives
children a greater understanding of the wider environment and a greater responsibility for it. They will grow up with some affinity for
the countryside, rather than living a life glued to mobile phones and computers.’ Yeah, well, hope springs eternal. But he’s right in
that dealing with the natural world does do people good. I quote again from the Oxford Economics report, ‘Engagement with gardening, green spaces and nature also offers profound benefits for mental, physical and social health and well-being. Green spaces
stimulate physical activity, ease stress and anxiety disorders, promote social cohesion and reduce crime. Reviews of evidence in this
area demonstrate the economic value of these health and social benefits are worth many millions of pounds.’ My italics. I am pointing up the fact that these statements are based on actual research, not just opinions. The value of gardening activities to those with
mental health problems and to those incarcerated in prisons and other institutions can hardly be over-estimated - and that applies to
the rest of us, too.
You don’t have to love gardening to benefit from it. Those economic advantages generated by horticulture improve life for us all. Having trees and grassy spaces around is good for everyone. How sad, then, that so many new houses are being built all over the country with little or no garden space apart from hardstanding for cars - apparently, nearly a quarter of new homes don’t have gardens at
all - that green-belt regulations are being overturned or flouted, that allotments are being lost and that trees are often felled unnecessarily.
On 29th October, 2018, Alan Titchmarsh spoke to the All Party Parliamentary Group on
Gardening and Horticulture (nice snappy title) and I quote: ‘We must urgently stop the demise of the UK’s gardens and landscapes for the sake of the economy and, equally importantly, for the sake of our health and well-being and that of the environment and wildlife. The health-giving properties of green spaces are well documented and their provision
helps to relieve pressure on our troubled National Health Service… If horticulture continues
to be undervalued and overlooked and we carry on building houses without gardens it will
have a devastating impact not only on our national economy but also on the environment
and our living conditions as a whole… It’s time to sit up, take note and act to support this
invaluable and immense industry for a better future for us all.’
So, enjoy your garden. It’s good for your mental health, if not your lumbar vertebrae. Go
hug a tree and talk to the worms. Litter-picking, huh? That’s not the only thing that man got
wrong!
All the best. Roger Burt
Just a few of the trees deemed to be unworthy on Heyford Park!
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Editor

Happy New Year to you all from Fritwell School.
It was a busy Christmas period at school with many events taking place both at school and in the
local community. We had a successful ‘Christmas Fayre’ organised by our wonderful Parent
Association (FoFS) with a variety of arts, crafts and gift stalls, including a special appearance from
Father Christmas.
This was a magical time in school with Christmas trees donated by a parent of a child in our
Foundation Stage and one from Birdie and Roo, the local gift shop in the village.
Our children performed magnificently in our school productions. The Minnows and Tiddlers
Fritwell School
delighted us with a rendition of the nativity. Our lower school’s ‘Babushka’ bought a special
Christmas magic to us all. I was particular pleased with the emphasis staff had placed on
developing children’s voice projection.
A highlight of the term was meeting our senior members of the community at our special tea organised by our Year 4 and 5 children.
A full programme of entertainment, involving all children, was complimented by a wonderful tea. This was served expertly by our
young people. It was great to see the interaction between generations and I was immensely proud of the children. I am grateful for
the lovely emails and cards of thanks received by the community commenting on the behaviour and good manners of our children,
which links so clearly to our school values of community, citizenship and service.
Our final service at our parish church was extremely well attended and I am grateful to parents and members of the community for
attending this special event. Our Year 6 children led the service with confidence, projecting our Christian values which are
embedded continually throughout the school year.
As we welcome the spring term are priorities are:
To develop exciting maths opportunities for our children
Introduction of the new 15 minutes fluency session will greatly enhance the children’s speed and recall.

•

•
To always provide a curriculum which is fun, challenging, and makes the children want to run in to school
A highlight will be our visit to Warwick Castle where I hope I am not left
behind in the dungeon.
To develop children’s resilience and capacity to learn
Obviously to develop this tenacity for learning is an ongoing priority for us
at Fritwell School as this will enable our children to be successful in the
future.

•

‘EASTER EGGTRAVAGANSA ’
Saturday 30th March 12.30pm
Join us for a community event – egg

Thank you for our volunteers who contribute much to our school life. If

roll, egg hunt, refreshments and

any other members of the community feel they have expertise to share

more!

then please get in touch.
Jonathan Hart, Headteacher
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The minutes of the AGM held in February last year can be found via our website at www.heyfordparkresidents.org.uk
To qualify for election to the committee, you must be a resident at Heyford Park and you will need endorsements from
two other residents of Heyford Park (not from your own household)
Please bring the form with you to the AGM and hand it to the Secretary. If you want to be on the committee, but cannot
attend the meeting, please put your form through the letterbox of 15 Hart Walk, marked for the attention of Tom Beckett
We are hoping that there will be a great turnout for the AGM
Tom Beckett, chairperson
HPRCDA@GMAIL.COM
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Now Ann’s civilian canteen has
gone too!
Anyone around the base before 1991 will
remember with affection Ann Woski’s
Civilian Canteen!
Situated on the corner of Camp Road &
Dow Street this little red brick building was
a place for a good breakfast or lunch, so
liked by workmen and Americans too.
Ann & her husband Jan, ran the canteen
for many years providing good food at a
good price and with a smile.
Fond memories of good times at RAF
Upper Heyford.
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EXAMINATION SUCCESS!
At long last, the Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan has passed its exams. The examiner, Mr. Richard High, appointed
last October, completed his report in December. It had to be fact-checked before being finalised, which occurred just
after the New Year. The report is now on Cherwell DC’s website and can be seen here.
The most important finding of the examination is that the MCNP has met the “basic conditions” required by legislation in
order to proceed to referendum. In his conclusions, Mr High states that:
The preparation of a neighbourhood plan for eleven parishes and a substantial growth area is a major undertaking, in
terms of the need for joint working, effective project management and the amount of research and evidence required. I
have found the Plan and its supporting documents to be very clearly presented, with carefully constructed policies
which, with a few exceptions, take their relationship with other development plan policies carefully into account. The use
of the substantial body of supporting evidence is clearly cross-referenced. This has helped me in carrying out my
examination and has meant that I have had little need to ask for any clarification of the documentation. It is also evident
that there has been much joint working between the MCNP Forum and CDC and extensive consultation of other
agencies.
I have found it necessary to recommend several modifications to the Plan to meet the basic conditions. Many of these
incorporate the suggestions of the MCNP Forum in response to comments by CDC and other bodies. Others have
required the deletion of some of the proposed Local Green Spaces. I am sure that there will be disappointment about
that, but it is important to apply the criteria in the NPPF consistently. It has also been necessary to delete some policies
which failed to add to Local Plan policy or addressed matters outside the scope of a neighbourhood plan.

MODIFICATIONS
In fact, some of the modifications to our policies recommended by Mr High have strengthened their wording to make
them more straightforward to implement. In a few others, he has disallowed some of the criteria which we sought to
apply, but then has permitted the deleted wording to be re-inserted in our Community Action Plan (the non-statutory part
of our plan).
There are two policies which are deleted altogether. In both cases we had already been warned that they were likely to
be regarded as ineligible for neighbourhood plans (which must deal only with land use matters), so we are not altogether
surprised at the outcome. They are PT1: Travel Plans (part of our Transport and Traffic section) and PC:1
All five of the proposed village settlement areas have been approved unaltered, and the limits on the numbers of new
dwellings in these villages have also been accepted.
An important policy on the impact of development on views and vistas in the neighbourhood plan area remains, albeit
with some slight change to wording.
The non-coalescence zone for Upper Heyford village has actually been extended by the examiner (replacing an area of
local green space (LGS) that must be reduced in size).
A reduction in size of one of Fritwell’s local green spaces is also required
A total of six LGSs are deleted in Lower Heyford, Heyford Park, Steeple Aston and Kirtlington.
Even so, 24 of the 30 LGS nominations have been approved.
All our housing policies have survived, with only small changes.
16

NEXT STEPS
CDC now has to formalise acceptance of the recommendations, and commence the process for referendum. We
understand that voting will take place in March or April at the latest. Arrangements for the referendum are much as they
would be a local election, with each parish having its polling station open, and postal voting permitted. If more than 50%
of those who vote do so in favour of the Plan, it will then be adopted as part of the Development Plan for Cherwell.
As soon as the referendum process is announced, copies of the amended Neighbourhood Plan will be put online, and
printed copies will be available in public places, and for parish councils and others.

A note of gratitude for the hard work of the parish representatives on the Forum, especially Martin Lipson
of Steeple Aston, who so skilfully prepared the documentation and dealt with all the procedural matters,
and Jack Goodman of Upper Heyford, who was responsible for the financial side.
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UPPER HEYFORD NEWS
St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting

PARISH COUNCIL NOTICES

1st November
In celebration of the 105th birthday of the late Mrs. Nora
Medhurst. By her son, Dave.
1st November
In loving memory of the late Diane Baskerville. A wonderful wife,
mother and grandmother. ‘Loved forever and never forgotten.
’Melvyn,Lisa, Clayton, Krista, Tobias, Ella and Jayden
3rd November
To celebrate the happiness of our life together on this, our
wedding anniversary.’ Bob and Hansa Menzies.
9th November
In celebration of the birthday of Canary Lord.
11th November
In memory of the fallen, particularly those from this parish. From
Mary and Jack Goodman.
24th November
In celebration of Heather Burt’s birthday. ‘From Roger, with love.’
28th November
In celebration of the birthday of the late Deborah James.
‘Thank you for being my mummy. Miss you lots.
With love from Grace. xxxxxx
30th November
In memory of the late Pat Hedges. From the Poetry Group with
love.
16th December
In celebration of the 46th wedding anniversary of Eileen and Ray
Booker. ‘With all my love and thanks for 46 wonderful years, dear
Eileen.’ From Ray.
23rd December
Remembering with love Peggy Cuss (23.12.10) and Ronald
Cuss (22.1.59). Greatly missed by all the family.
24th December
In memory of Jan Woski and all deceased family members and
friends of Ann Woski.
24th December
In memory of the late Archibald Slatter. ‘With love from Jean,
John and Hannah.’
24th December
* In celebration of the 52nd wedding anniversary of Jean and the
late Ron Beesley. ‘Thinking of you Ron every day, missing you
more and more. In our hearts forever more.’ From your wife
Jean and all your family.
25th December
In memory of the late Jean Rosalie Jean Barker.
‘Special thoughts to my wonderful wife. I’m always with you,
Jean. Loved forever.’ Your loving husband, Ray. XX
29th December
In memory of the late Lauren Elizabeth. ‘Darling daughter we
love and miss you every day. All our love, mum and dad’.
31st December
In celebration of the birthday of the late Heather Woollcott. Also
in memory of her late husband Vic who died in 2013. Much loved
and greatly missed aunt, great-aunt, uncle and great-uncle of
Roland, Stephen, David, Catherine and the late Christine.

Parish Clerk vacancy
I will be retiring as the Upper Heyford Parish Clerk when
the Parish reforms in May following the establishment of
the Heyford Park Parish. A new Parish Clerk will be
required. The job takes about four hours per week. A small
salary is attached to the post. Please contact me if you are
interested in this position.
Jack Goodman Jr
Clerk to Upper Heyford Parish Council
New parish councilors required
The Upper Heyford Parish Council will have three
vacancies on the Council in May. Councillors will be
representing the smaller Upper Heyford Parish following
the establishment of Heyford Park Parish. The Council
meets the second Thursday of each month. Please
consider joining the Council to represent and work on
behalf of our community. Please contact me if you are
interested in volunteering.
Jack Goodman Jr
Clerk to the Upper Heyford Parish Council
Jack has been a superb parish clerk at a time when so
much has been going on not just in the parish, also with
his important role on the working party of the Mid Cherwell
Neighbourhood Plan.
We owe Jack a dept of gratitude for all that he has done
on our behalf—Editor
Upper Heyford Village Children's Play Area
The Parish Council would like to remind parents and
carers that NO dogs (except guidedogs) are allowed in the
Upper Heyford Village Children's Play area. Recently
several parents have been asked politely to remove their
dogs from the Children's Play area. We would ask anyone
using the Children's Play area to respect the rules that
apply. The rest of the Recreation Park is Dogs on Leads
only and owners are asked to pick up their dog mess,
please respect the rules so that everyone can enjoy the
facilities. The Parish Council does not wish to ban dogs
completely but will have to reconsider this issue again if
the problems continue. The Parish Council will monitor
the situation. For owners who would like to let their dogs
run off lead in a safe environment please use the Dog
Park on Camp Road, Heyford Park.

SHEDS BROKEN INTO
It is disappointing to have to report that several
garden sheds and outbuildings on Somerton Road
were broken into during the night of 21/22 January
In most cases the locks having been cut with bolt
cutters. There is no record on what might have
been taken, but understandably householders do
feel violated.

*Jean and Ron were married in St Mary’s Church on Christmas Eve,
1966
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SOMERTON
Thank you to all who contributed to
the Christmas Shoeboxes.
SWIG News
They were sent via Blythswood Care to
Serbia and Romania.
It seems a long time ago but our Pantomime trip in
December was great fun. We cheered the hero, booed the
villain and generally made a lot of noise. Having a minibus
to get us there and back was the highlight, door to door in
my case, but with no parking problems or waiting in the
cold it was marvellous. A big Thank you to Rebecca for
organizing it.
January
We managed to get Sebastian Prentis to come and talk to
us, no mean feat, and he regaled us with the delights of
being a chorister with all the machinations of the cloisters,
followed by a surprisingly interesting piece about his work.
Whoever would have thought that bankruptcy and
insolvency could be so fascinating. Thank you Sebastian,
perhaps you could return at some time and give us a follow
up!

Fritwell School made up 31 boxes, Cherwell
Valley Churches gave 28 boxes, and the
wonderful 15 year-old Cassie Allen did 6
boxes!!
Many thanks to all of you, especially to
Cassie for her enthusiasm and generosity.
That makes 65 very happy people who were
helped to have a gift this Christmas, probably
their only one, and maybe their first ever.
Thank you very much, Hope Price

February 12th
In February Fraser Liveridge is coming to talk about
Medical Detection Dogs a very well worthwhile charity, the
headquarters of which are not too far away near Milton
Keynes. It is quite amazing what dogs can be trained to do
and I am sure it will be well received.
Caroline has arranged this. She really does meet some
interesting people and has suggested several brilliant
speakers in the past.

BOXERCISE CLASS FOR MEN AND WOMEN

March 12th
We are having a craft workshop where we shall be able to
decorate a ceramic item with special paints that become
permanent when baked in a conventional oven. You will all
be able to take home a beautiful, personalised & useful
item. This will be run by Chris, well known for her craftwork
and sounds really fun, although being completely nonartistic mine will probably end up being an ashtray on the
White Elephant stall.
April 9th
Is our AGM where we will review the year & hopefully work
out an interesting programme of events for the next one.
This is no easy task & we should appreciate as much input
& help as possible. Please come, there will be no pressure
to volunteer!

A combination of aerobic and anaerobic exercise,
specifically in boxing style training.
Burn the most calories in this hard hitting , exciting
class.
Get fit
Burn fat
Relieve stress
All levels of fitness and abilities.
Adults £6 per class—Teenagers £4
When/where?
Mondays 7.30-8.30pm
Upper Heyford Sports Centre
Izzard Road
Upper Heyford
OX25 5HD
Contact:

Adrian-tkd@hotmail.co.uk

07979524923
See you in class!
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Nativity St James Somerton 2018

Photos: Clifford Reeves
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Information Calendar - At a Glance
Sunday 10th February at 7pm

BUS TIMETABLE—HEYFORDS

Mozart Requiem Steeple Aston Church
Tuesday 12th February at 7.15pm
SWIG Somerton Village Hall Talk Medical Detection Dogs
Wednesday 13th February 12.30 for 1pm
Warreners Lunch at the Barley Mow, Upper Heyford

250 BUS SERVICE

Wednesday 20th February at 7.30pm

Bus Services from Heyford Park to Oxford
Monday to Friday
05.41; 06.41; 07.49; 09.06; 10.17; 11.17;
12.17; 13.17; 14.17; 15.21; 16.26; 17.49;
18.49; 19.53

Upper Heyford Reading Room
Heyfords WI Talk Hope Price Marie Curie nursing
Saturday 23rd February 9am

Saturdays
06.20; 07.21; 08.17 and then at 17 mins past
each hour till 6.21; 17.32; 18.36; 19.37

Prayer breakfast Heyford Park Chapel
Saturday 2nd March 4.15—6.15
Heyford Park Residents Association AGM
Thursday evenings at 7.30pm—Refreshing our Faith

Bus Services from Heyford Park
to Bicester
Monday to Friday
06.08; 07.07; 08.22; 09.41; 10.44; 11.44;
12.44; 13.44; 14.44; 15.48; 17.06; 18.09;
19.22; 20.12
Saturdays
06.50; 07.44; 08.44; 09;44; 10.44; 11.44;
12.44; 13.44; 14.44; 15.44; 16.53; 18.00;
19.04; 20.03

7th March Heyford Park Chapel
14th March Souldern Church
21st March Somerton Church
28th March Ardley Church
4th April Lower Heyford Church
11th April Fritwell Church
18th April Heyford Park Chapel

Bus Services from Oxford to Heyford Park
Monday to Friday
6.26; 07.40; 09.00; 10.05 then at 5 past
each hour every hour till 16.15; 17.20; 18.40;
and 19.35
Saturdays
07.05 and then at five past each hour till
15.05; 16.10; 17.15; 18.25; 19.25

Tuesday 12th March 7.15pm
SWIG Somerton Village Hall Craft Evening

Bus Services from Bicester to Heyford
Park
Monday to Friday
06.25; 07.30; 08.50; 10.02; 11.02; 12.02;
13.02; 14.02; 1505; 16.09; 17.33; 18.35;
19.40 (19.40 service terminates at
Bletchingdon)

Wednesday 13th March at 2pm
Warreners Upper Heyford Village Hall
Wednesday 20th March at 7.30pm
Upper Heyford Reading Room Heyfords WI AGM

Saturdays
07.07; 08.02; 9.03; 10.02; 11.02; 12.02;
13.02; 14.02; 15.02; 16.05; 17.16;18.24;
19.24
(19.24 service terminates at Bletchingdon)

Sunday 31st March
Mothering Sunday services see list page 2

The times shown are for Heyford Park, the
village times will vary slightly

Tuesday 9th April
SWIG Somerton Village Hall AGM
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