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Dear friends, 

Although Christmas probably seems a long time ago I want to thank you for supporting our Christmas services and 

activities. Our carol services and nativity plays were very well attended and there was a real sense of celebration on 

each occasion.  Our churches were beautifully decorated, we enjoyed lovely music, were treated to delicious 

refreshments and welcomed a wonderful cross-section of our communities of all ages. Thank you to all who helped 

make this possible. Please look out for our special services throughout the year as we continue to celebrate the 

changing seasons and the gift of God’s love in our lives.  

This year Easter is early once again. This means that Lent is brought forward and Ash Wednesday falls on February 14th 

(also a special day for another reason!). As part of our journey through Lent each year our churches organise a series of 

Lenten meditations and talks. Each week in Lent (on a Thursday evening) we gather to pause and reflect on a particular 

aspect of life, faith, spirituality, the bible or prayer. This year our theme is ‘Celtic Spirituality – ancient Christian wisdom 

for modern life’. Please look out for the notice in the pages ahead for a full list of times and venues and please join us if 

you can. This is a genuinely open invitation to anyone interested in learning more about this fascinating area of 

spirituality. All are welcome.  

The theme of Celtic Spirituality takes us back to the foundation of the Christian church in the British Isles. Two thousand 

years of history have added layers of thought and tradition which have rather obscured the vibrant faith and life of the 

Celts who first received Christianity. The Church of England often forgets its roots in the Celtic tradition, relying more on 

the later influence of the Roman Catholic Church. Thankfully there has been a resurgence of interest in Celtic spirituality 

and new insights and discoveries are being made which shed much light on the way the Celts received Christ and made 

Christianity their own in these islands. At a time when we are struggling to make sense of what defines us and unites us 

as a nation we would do well to rediscover the wisdom of those who long ago established pathways of peace and 

havens of stability for our nation. As individuals we have much to learn from those who found in Christ a companion for 

life’s pilgrimage, and who found God in every corner of creation.  

I’m excited by what lessons the church of today can learn from Celtic spirituality. It is a time for reimagining the life of the 

church – not so much its message, but the ways in which we share that message, and grow as disciples and serve our 

communities.   
 

I leave the last word to the poet Julie McGuinness ‘Reflections of Life’s Road’ 
 

Some people travel in straight lines: 

Sat in metal boxes, eyes ahead, 

Always mindful of their target, 

Moving in obedience to coloured lights and white lines, 

Mission accomplished at journey’s end. 
 

Some people travel round in circles: 

Trudging in drudgery, eyes looking down, 

Knowing only too well their daily, unchanging round, 

Moving in response to clock and to habit, 

Journey never finished yet never begun. 
 

I want to travel in patterns of God’s making: 

Walking in wonder, gazing all around, 

Knowing my destiny, though not my destination, 

Moving to the rhythm of the surging of his spirit, 

A journey which when life ends, in Christ has just begun. 
 

Please join us if you can.                                                                                                                                                                                                Yours in the service of Christ, Stephen  



 

 

WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY 

 

 

THE FORUM 
 

Upper Heyford Reading Room OX25 5LG 
 

Tuesday 6 February at 7.30pm 
 

Talk: Ian Lough-Scott  
 
 

VICARS & DISSENTERS 
 

The church & chapel in Upper Heyford 
 

 

This talk is as much about social history as religion, 
the church fulfilling the role of the ‘village 
administrator’ until the introduction of the Parish 
Councils Act of 1894, however, the rector of Upper 
Heyford continued to play a significant part in the 
general life of the village through his relationship with 
his college, New College, Oxford, the major land and 
property owner of the parish. 
 
 

A Cherwell Valley Benefice initiative in conjunction the 
Upper Heyford Historical Society  

 

Soup Sunday 

Upper Heyford Reading 

Room  

Sunday 25th February  

12-2pm 
 

STILL Only £2.50 for Soup & Bread 

All Welcome 

 

LAWRENCE SAIL 
 

writer and poet 
 

is coming to the 

Reading Room, 

Upper Heyford,  

OX25 5LG 

 

as editor of a new anthology of poetry 

 

on Monday, 26th March, 
 

at 8.00pm. 
 

Everyone welcome. 

No charge.  Refreshments. 

OPEN GARDEN  
in aid of  

 

KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE 
 

On Sunday, 18th March 
 

At 'The Willows',  
 

Allens Lane, Upper Heyford, OX25 5NQ 
 

Entry: £3.00 minimum contribution 

Children free 

Tea and cakes on sale. 

'The Willows' has a large garden  

with thousands of daffodils, hellebores and other 

spring flowers, mostly naturalised in 

grass beneath trees and shrubs. 

 
Steeple Aston Spring Flower and 

Produce Show  
 

Steeple Aston Village Hall  
 

Sunday March 25th - 2.30pm 
 

Admission £1 
 

Homemade teas available  
 

around 300 exhibits.  

Pop-up Cafe, St Mary’s Lower Heyford 
Thursday mornings 11am—12.30pm 

A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of fresh coffee or tea, 
home made sandwiches and cake 

Open to all during term time, advisable to check if happening on a 
particular date by contacting Emily at emilyannedaly@gmail.com 

Free of charge although donations towards running costs gratefully 
received 



 

Monday Healthy Heyford Walks  

Why not join us! 

We meet at Upper Heyford Village Hall at 09:55 

am (unless otherwise arranged) Walks last for 

approx. 2 – 2 ½ hours; and are usually about 5 – 6 

miles in length unless otherwise stated. 

It’s a social occasion too, we talk as much as we 

walk! 

BUS TIMETABLE—HEYFORDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(times shown are for Heyford Park, Heyford 
villages will vary slightly)   
 

Bus Services from Heyford Park to Oxford 
Monday to Friday 
05.51; 06.51;  07.54; 09.05; 10.15; 11.15; 
12.15; 13.15; 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.33; 
18.35 
 

Saturdays 
06.20; 07.20; 08.15 and then at quarter past 
each hour till 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.33; 
18.35 
 

Bus Services from Heyford Park 
to Bicester 
Monday to Friday 
06.17; 07.12; 08.24; 09.38; 10.43; 11.43; 
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52; 
17.57;  19.02; 19.54 
 

Saturdays 
06.45; 07.43;; 08.43; 09;43; 10.43; 11.43; 
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52;17.57; 
19.02; 19.54 
 

Bus Services from Oxford to Heyford Park 
Monday to Friday 
06.35;  07.45; 09.00; 10.05 then at 5 past 
each hour every hour till 15.05; 16.10;  17.15; 
18.25; and 19.20 
 

Saturdays 
07.05 and then at five past each hour till 
15.05; 16.10; 17.15; 18.25; 19.20 
 

Bus Services from Bicester to Heyford 
Park 
Monday to Friday 
06.35;  07.35; 08.50; 10.00 and then on each 
hour from till 1500; 16.03; 17.15; 18.20; 
19.20 (19.20 service terminates at HP) 
 

Saturdays 
07.05; 08.00 and then on the hour each hour 
till 15.00; 16.03; 17.15;18.20; 19.20  
(19.20 service terminates at HP) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent 2018 
Celtic Spirituality - 

ancient Christian wisdom for modern life 
 

Celtic Spirituality takes us back to the foundation of the Christian church in the British Isles. 
Through a resurgence of interest in Celtic spirituality new insights and discoveries are being 
made which shed much light on the way the Celts received Christ and made Christianity their 
own in these islands. It is a fascinating story and we have much to learn from those who found in 
Christ a companion for life’s pilgrimage, and who found God in every corner of creation. We will 
explore how the church of today can learn from Celtic spirituality and discover afresh how to 
grow as disciples of Christ  
 Each week will include an address and time for prayer, reflection, discussion and questions.  

  

All meetings are on Thursday evenings and begin at 7.30pm and will conclude by 9.00pm.  
  

22nd Feb—St Olave’s Fritwell 

1st Mar—St Mary’s Lower Heyford 

8th Mar—ABVM Souldern 

15th Mar—St James Somerton 

22nd Mar—St Mary’s Upper Heyford 

29th Mar—The Chapel Heyford  



 

Poetry Corner   
If you were a country child, like me, you may well have happy memories of summer picnics in the fields, outings with 
parents, Sunday walks in springtime to find primroses or sticky-buds, or playing with friends in green places.  I spent 
most of my out-of-school time messing about with my pals in streams and ponds, climbing old willow trees beside the 
river, hunting for caterpillars or trying to catch fish, mucking about and getting up to general mischief, blackberrying and 
becoming hopelessly scratched and stained. The sun always shone. There was always something to be found. I often 
came home with scraped knees, tired and muddy, and got into trouble for torn shirts or shorts and general filth. I was 
frequently accompanied by toads and grass snakes or jars of gasping sticklebacks - all of which gave my mother grief 
one way or another.  Looking back on it, life seemed idyllic.  No doubt it wasn’t, of course, what with rationing, viciously 
cold winters and general poverty, but we kids were happy enough.  Once out of sight of our parents we were free! See if 
the following extract from a longer poem rings any bells for you, too: 

 

When We Were Children, by Alexander der Wilde. 
 

I remember how, at that time, in this meadow, 
We used to run up and down, playing our games, 
Tag and games of that sort, and looking for wildflowers, 
Violets and such.  A long time ago. 
Now there are only these cows, bothered by flies, 
Only these cows, wandering about in the meadow. 
 
I remember us sitting down in the field of flowers. 
Surrounded by flowers, and playing she loves me not, 
She loves me; plucking the flower petals. 
My memory of childhood is full of those flowers, 
Bright with the colours of garlands we wore in our dancing 
And playing.  So time went by among the wildflowers. 
 
Look over there at those trees at the edge of the woods. 
Right over there is where we used to find 
Blueberry bushes, blackberry bushes, wild strawberries… 
We used to feast on the berries we found in that place 
Till our hands and mouths were stained with the colours of all 
The berries…  It was all fun to us, in the days of our childhood. 
 
Yes, that paints a picture of how it was, doesn’t it?  It was like that, wasn’t it?  Even though ‘now there are only these 
cows’.  Well, it may seem a bit of an odd poem - it doesn’t rhyme and the language is maybe a touch stilted, but that is 
because it is translated from German.  It does have a certain gentle rhythm of reminiscence, though. Maybe childhood 
was like that, for quite a while, and if you can remember it you are truly fortunate, but sadly times and the countryside 
have changed and today’s children would be unusually lucky to have that kind of freedom and to experience those kinds 
of things.  But it actually was like that, and for quite a while indeed, centuries in fact, for the surprise in the tail is that the 
poem was written, not about your childhood or mine at all, but some time around the year 1280… What is heart-
wrenchingly sad is, after all that time, that in our lifetime these things are mostly gone. 
                                                                                                                                           Roger Burt. 

Poppy Collection 2017 
 

On behalf of the Royal British Legion and all the veterans and their families it supports, it is a great 

pleasure to report that this year your generous contributions broke the £1,500 barrier for the first time in 

the nearly twenty years I have been your Poppy Appeal Organiser, with an amazing £1,503 donated by 

the Heyfords, Somerton and Rousham. 

Once again, our tireless collectors – Emily Daly in Lower Heyford, Denise Ball in Caulcott, General Bob 

Menzies and Jack Goodman in Upper Heyford and Charles Cottrell Dormer in Rousham (who also 

organizes a full Remembrance Service with a generous collection) – beat all records. You might notice 

that I am missing collectors in Heyford Park and Somerton: this is a very rewarding role and need not be 

demanding so I’d be delighted to hear from any volunteers (perhaps a group, to enjoy going round together) on 01869 340109 or 

james@macnamara.net. As Heyford Park grows, it will be increasingly important that our new neighbours there aren't neglected. 

I am equally grateful to all our pubs and shops who sacrificed precious counter space for a poppy tray. The customers of the Heyford 

Park Community Store and Lower Heyford Canal Shop, the Barley Mow, the Horse & Groom and the Bell were more generous than 

ever to reach this year’s record total. Heyford Park Free School also continued to host a tin at the front desk staffed by their 

impressively courteous pupils which, as well as its financial contribution, must also have increased awareness of the sacrifice among 

the younger generation. The congregation at the Remembrance Service in Upper Heyford also dug deep and this was increased by 

all those at the act of remembrance at the war memorial afterwards who quietly slipped a contribution into the poppy tin there as well. 

So, thank you so much to all who collected, donated, organized and, especially, commemorated – we will remember 

them.      James Macnamara – Poppy Appeal Organiser 



 

School Business! 
 

We are currently looking for two 
people from the community to join 
our governing body, so I thought I 
would take this opportunity to give 
you more information about the 
role. 
 

The governing body holds 
important strategic responsibilities 
for the development of a school.  It is expected to challenge 
and to support senior leaders to drive up standards in terms 
of academic achievement and to monitor the use of public 
funds.  It is a very interesting and fulfilling role, and I think 
most new governors have been surprised about what goes 
on behind the scenes in a school. 
The Full Governing Body (FGB) meets 6 times per year in 
the evening, with some responsibilities delegated to 
committees, which also meet 6 times per year.  Our 
Instrument of Government states that our governing body 
should consist of 12 governors made up of parents, staff, 
church elected governors and people from the wider 
community (who are co-opted onto the FGB by existing 
governors).   
Our governors recently undertook a skills matrix to identify 
the skills we required to meet our responsibilities, and we are 
looking for someone with a knowledge of finance and 
budgeting.   
We are very lucky at Fritwell School because we have a very 
dedicated and enthusiastic FGB, who are always willing to 
support new governors by sharing their expertise and 
experience.  As part of their role some governors are often in 
school, monitoring the day to day work or accompanying 
children on trips and generally supporting the teaching staff.  
Of course, this isn’t an option for everybody because of work 
commitments, but those who are able to, really enjoy this 
aspect of the role. 
If you would like more information about the role, or would 
like to be considered for it, please contact Helen Metcalfe 
(Chair of Governors) on 01869 346697. 
September 2018 
The deadline for applying for a place in our Reception class 
for September 2018 has now passed, although late 
applicants will be considered.  Whilst I don’t know, at this 
stage, how many children will be joining us, we are likely to 
still have places for Nursery children.  If you would like to put 
your name down for next year, or would like a tour of the 
school, please contact the School Office on 01869345283. 
Debbie McLeod, Headteacher 

Fritwell School 

Community Education at the Marlborough 
School, Woodstock 
By Celia Clark, Coordinator 
 

If you’re looking for a different sort of present for your 
mum on Mother’s Day, look no further than our hobby-
based workshops on Saturday 10 March. Our classes 
are run by experienced tutors, who provide a supportive 
atmosphere to try something new or  practise an existing 
interest. Spend a day discovering the secrets of cooking 
delicious Italian food or treat mum to a relaxing, nurturing 
Yoga session. Let her discover or refresh her artistic 
skills, in Drawing for All or Painting using Special Effects 
with local artists Sarah Moncrieff and John Somerscales, 
or crafts like Stained Glass or Upholstery. Workshops 
start from £21. 
 

“Struggling with your ipad or iphone? We can help!” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you know someone who has recently got an ipad or 
iphone and would like to feel more confident using it, we 
are also running ipad/iphone beginner and improver 
classes on 10 March. 
Our weekly courses continue too, and ones like Anyone 
Can Sing, Zumba Gold, life drawing, yoga, and pilates, 
can be joined mid-way through the term.  
 

For information or bookings please ring 
01993 813592 or email 
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk.  
www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed  

Cherwell District Council 
 

BULKY WASTE COLLECTION 
 

CDC will collect large and bulky items of 
household waste that cannot fit in your bin. 
There is a charge of £16 for up to three items 
of old furniture and appliances, six items would 
cost £32. 
Call 01295 227003 to book a collection.  The 
booking line is open during normal office hours 
8:45am to 5:15pm Monday to Friday. 
 

CDC will not collect any of the following: 
Boilers, builders rubble, cast iron baths, 
corrosive materials, gas bottles, large glass 
doors or mirrors, liquids, petrol lawnmower, 
poisonous or medical wastes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deddington Farmers Market 
in north Oxfordshire, one of the largest farmers' 

markets in the country. Featuring over 40 stalls, it 

offers the very best in locally produced beer, bread, 

crafts, eggs, fish, flowers, fruit, meat, preserves, and 

much more. 
 

www.deddingtonfarmersmarket.co.uk 



 



 

 

The Friends of Heyford Station 
 

Timetable changes 
 

There is a new timetable in operation, from 1st January to 19th May 2018, for services to and from Heyford. 
 

Whereas hitherto the southbound services were a melange of through trains to London Paddington & shuttles to Oxford 
only, following the introduction by GWR of electric-powered rolling stock, there is now only 1 through service from 
Heyford to Paddington. This is the 20:18 service, which stops at all stations en-route. 
 

Of the other GWR weekday services, these now mostly terminate at (and correspondingly start from) Didcot Parkway - 
whilst a few of them travel on to (and start from) Reading. 
 

All Saturday services start & finish at Didcot Parkway and the Sunday services are expected to begin on 20th May. 
 

For those of you who plan to travel from Oxford, it is worth noting that the northbound GWR services to Heyford will now 
(normally) only depart from platform 4 (over the footbridge) - and no longer from one of the bay platforms (1 & 2). So you 
should allow extra time to cross the bridge to catch your train. 
 

However, please be aware that the 00:39 Chiltern service to Heyford will still (normally) start from platform 1 or 2. 
 

The whole of the revised timetable for Reading and Didcot Parkway to Oxford and Banbury (T8) can be viewed (as a pdf 
download) via this link: https://www.gwr.com/plan-journey/train-times 
 

Station car park 
 

Although we understand that it is still the intention of GWR to introduce car-parking charges at the station, at the time of 
writing, we have heard nothing more about this. 
 

Similarly, and very disappointingly, GWR has not responded to our suggestions that, before introducing charging, the 
company should take the opportunities that are readily available to expand the capacity of the car park. These are: a) to 
remove the long-redundant Network Rail cabinet - which is wastefully occupying 3-4 spaces (as well as being a 
considerable eyesore!) and b) to discuss with Oxfordshire Narrowboats the possibility of extending the car park into part 
of the old station yard (beyond the entrance gates). 
 

Peter John 

On 11 December the weather caused the power supply to be down for almost 34 hours, resulting in SSE providing 
a van to supply warm food for parishioners—well done SSE 



 

Coarse gardening  
In gardening, as in other areas of life, ones interests change over the years.  Articles in magazines often laud the beauty of trees, and 
I am going to do so too, in a minute, but, when I was younger, I didn’t really ‘get’ this at all.  I thought the whole point of gardens was 
flowers. 
One of my earliest memories is of playing in the sunshine in the scruffy patch outside our kitchen door and being captivated by chick-
weed flowers - tiny, translucent white cups of extreme delicacy.  I was so taken with them that I collected a handful to take indoors to 
show my mother.  Her reaction was probably along the lines of ‘Don’t you tramp dirt into my kitchen - go and play’.  She wasn’t all that 
chickweed-tolerant.  Her mother, my beloved Nanna, would have been up for it, any day, and for dandelions, drooping bluebells, bits 
of smelly flowering currants that poked through the railings - anything; she was a real plantaholic.  These things often skip a genera-
tion.  And Grandad, too, was a great plantsman.  He grew flowers on his railwayman’s allotment, as well as enough veg to feed half 
the street, rows and rows of them (everything in rows, as is only proper), cornflowers and asters and love-lies-bleeding  and cosmos 
and gladioli and Lord knows what else.  He used to sell bunches of them to Cissy Peake’s little shop.  So I learned early on that flow-
ers are very, very important, desirable and - in Nanna’s case - irresistible, coveted and, if you didn’t watch her, nicked. 
Later on, when I was busy falling in love with science, I wanted to know more about how they worked, these seeming miracles of na-
ture, and animals, too. (Really I wanted to be David Attenborough, but he is a bit older than I am and got there first.  He lived near us 
and we shared fossil-hunting quarries, but I never met him.)  There was a lot to learn.  Nowadays, with the explosion of knowledge 
about genetics and the structure of DNA, there is even more, and I am still trying to get some of it into my head, which ain’t as easy as 
it once was.  But now that I am old, like Father William, and my hair has become very white, I am thoroughly hooked on trees, as is 
Dame Judy Dench, bless her, and the writers of those magazine articles which I used to skip. They are not usually in their first youth, 
either. 
The leaves, of course, are off the trees now, the deciduous ones, changing the look of the whole landscape. Light is let into areas 
which are normally shady and the shapes of the trees themselves can be more easily seen and appreciated.  Usually, I do not have 
much time for sycamores, with their rather dirty-looking leaves which drop sticky honeydew onto parked cars; their spinning seeds are 
fun for children, but a pest in the garden, where worms love them, drag them down into their burrows and let them germinate there all 
over the place.  They are a bit of a weed tree.  Their springtime leaf buds are undeniably beautiful in their pink-and-green livery, remi-
niscent of the Elephant Hawk moth, but to my mind they really come into their own in winter, with that elegant but sturdy silhou-
ette.  There is a brilliant example to be seen if you drive down to Lower Heyford and turn sharp left onto the B4030 towards Bices-
ter.  Up the rather steep hill, on the right, is a beauty, a broad goblet shape against the winter sky.  Contrast that with the wonderful 
gnarly shapes of old oaks, whose branches turn at elbows-shaped angles and are often held out horizontally, defying gravity for hun-
dreds of years. 
The hedgerows are good for subdued and subtle colour, too, if they haven’t been trimmed.  In the low sunshine of this time of the 
year, twig colours can be really attractive.  Ash becomes silver, elder is often bright gold with a covering of lichen (what is it about 
elder bark which is so attractive to lichen?), hawthorn can be an acid lime green with algae, and the rufous twigs of field maple, when 
they catch the bright light of horizontal winter sunshine, are the colour of Prince Harry’s beard.  And in this area we have a lot of true 
wild dogwood, whose stems are a deep blood red (the highways people have recently taken to planting a lot of this in their roadside 
mixtures of native shrub species; good for them; see the new road on the way to Tesco’s, round the back of the housing estate on the 
fringe of Bicester, where there is a superb mix of tones). The best big trees for colour, though, are certain willows of the variety Salix 
‘Britzensis’, which glow in the sunshine like great amber candle flames.  Weeping willows have winter twigs the colour of lemon rind, 
which personally I find more attractive than their leaves in summer. 
Speaking of willows, one of ours, a huge old pollard beside the canal, came down under the weight of that wet, sticky snow we had 
before Christmas.  It fell across and into the canal, just missing a barge which was moored opposite (illegally: it had been there for 
weeks).  By the time I saw the tangle of fallen branches, it had frozen in.  I contemplated it for all of nine seconds before coming to the 
considered conclusion that my chances of getting it out myself lay somewhere between zero and zilch, so I contacted, in panic mode, 
my pal Matt, whose dad, Chris, is my next door neighbour - free ad coming up: Matthew Steele, Bicester Tree Services, 01869 
389352.  Highly recommended. Once the canal had thawed, he and Chris somehow got the tree out and cut up.  How, I do not en-
tirely know, as I was confined to barracks with visitors at the time, but I know it involved ropes and Matt’s four-wheel-drive truck as 
well as a special chainsaw on a pole. 
If you are interested to see what other mad things trees can get up to, Google ‘Trees which refuse to die’, a website sent to us by a 
friend.  Fascinating pictures of twenty insane trees. 
I hope 2018 will be good to us all.  If, like me, you rather enjoy a quiet life, remember what the Spanish say - Que no haya novedad - 
roughly, may no new thing arise.  Especially, may your trees remain upright. Enjoy winter while it lasts and spring when it 
comes.                   
Roger Burt.          



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In December at Heyford Park Chapel members 

had a fresh wreath making session, it was very 

successful and enjoyable. 

Several members also attended on the same day 

the group carol service, held this year in Stoke 

Lyne Church. 

Our annual Christmas meal was at Otters, in 

Deddington, and all members were delighted 

with the meal and service. 

At our January meeting Jenny Tamlyn from 

Lower Heyford gave a talk on why she is a vegan 

and gave members samples of the food that she 

eats.  

February meeting on 21st, Ken Lusted will be 

giving a talk on the Iranian Embassy Siege when 

the SAS stormed the building. We would 

welcome as many visitors as possible to this 

interesting subject (visitors £3). 

On March 26th we will be hosting the group 

meeting (local WIs) at Heyford Park chapel when 

Stephen our rector will be giving an organ recital 

‘Pulling out all the stops.’ Visitors will be made 

most welcome. 

 

THE 

HEYFORDS 

WI 



 

Heyford Park Residents & Community Development Association 

 

HEYFORD STORES & CAFE  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

are offering freshly made 11" thin crust PIzza to take 

away every Friday evening between 5pm and 8pm.   

The shop will also be open until 8 on Fridays.   

You can telephone your orders throughout the day 

for collection in the evening.  On average the pizzas 

take 8-10 minutes to cook so please allow cooking 

time. 

 

Phone 01869-233976 

549 Brice Road 

Upper Heyford 

OX25 5TE 

 

Next meetings: 
 

December 1st 
 

January 5th 

The Community Garden has been quiet during the winter months as 

plants and wildlife sleep so as to gain their energy for the bulbs to 

burst into bloom along with all the flowers, herbs, and fruits. Plans 

are in the making for the new season. As the new season 

approaches, we will be hoping that many folks will again volunteer 

their time into helping keep the garden in an enjoyable way for all., 

and thank you to all those who volunteered their help last year , it 

shows what can be achieved when we all work together  

The 1st Heyford Scouts have decided that the Beavers would enjoy 

their own patch to grow on and to learn about gardening and nature. So there will be teaching and planting every 

Monday from the beginning of March, as this is one of the badges they must earn.  Also, I have asked our local Bee 

Keeper to come and talk about the importance of bees and what they do within the gardens. Sunflower seeds / 

seedlings will be on hand to re-pot and grow. 

If there is enough interest gardening workshops will be held, to teach about seed sowing and taking the plants to 

maturity. Pots and compost will be supplied along with the necessary tools , and also seeds and plants if needed.  

It is with grateful thanks to Anna Rosewell and her team for doing yet another very successful Christmas Bazaar and in 

donating part of the profits to the Community Garden which will be of benefit the whole community 
 

EVENTS FOR 2018 : Easter Egg hunt March 31st , which will include egg rolling  and egg & spoon races with prizes  
 

Due to the lack of interest in folks wanting to open their gardens here at Heyford Park, it has been decided to forgo  this 

year and see if there is more interest next year then we will see, as there is a lot of work involved in planning this event. 
 

Community BBQ   AUGUST 19TH  This is an event for the whole community to come together and enjoy an afternoon 

of socializing, more details closer to the event. 

HALLOWEEN October 28th                                                                                                                                                             Sharon Keen contact: heyfordparkcg@gmail.com 



 

HEYFORD & BICESTER VETERANS GROUP 
 
The group “HEYFORD & BICESTER VETERANS GROUP” was formed in 2016 by ex-forces personnel, for all three of the Armed 
Forces & Reserve Forces of all ages. The group initially went through a difficult management period and reformed in early 2017. 
Since then it has grown from strength to strength and swelled in numbers and is regularly supported with +fifty veterans seeking help 
assistance or just want to pop into the meeting for a brew and a catch up. The group was set up as a one stop location to offer 
veterans the opportunity to get help and support from the wide range of experts from the service organisations and service related 
charities under one roof at the same time. 
When the group was reformed it decided to raise a logo, a roaring Tiger, this logo image was drawn up from  the Heyfords links with 
the United States Air Force while based at USAF Heyford “The 79th "Tiger" squadron of the USAF 20th Fighter Wing,.” 
When is the meeting and what happens? 
The Veterans support group meets on the first friday of each month at Heyford Park Community Centre Brice Road Upper Heyford, 
Oxfordshire OX25 5TE from 1100 – 1400 hours. During these timing veterans are encouraged to meet, have FREE refreshments 
(tea, coffee etc and biscuits and cakes baked and donated by members of the local community) , a chance to catch up.  At each 
meeting veterans will also have a chance to liaise with forces charities, organisations & agencies (subject to their availability and 
commitments) all under one roof at one time. 
 

Routinely the meeting is attended by representatives from: The Royal British Legion (RBL); Sailor Soldiers and Air Force Association 
(SSAFA); Veterans agency UK; Thames valley police; Help for Heroes, & band of brother/sisters; Veterans association UK 
Combat stress; SeAp military advocacy service; Rethink; Save Our Soldier 
 

Offering all veterans the ability to talk to a caseworker about help support or assistance in: 
Form completion – PiP DLA etc 
Applications – Blue Badge 
Grants – RBL SSAFA welfare support 
Medical/Hearings SeAp advocacy service 
Someone to talk to or listen in private and in confidence 
Mental health issues and support PTSI (Post Traumatic Stress Injury) 
To mention a few. 
 Since the groups relaunch, veterans have been helped by the group experts: 

• Obtaining disability and mobility benefits payments and support 

• Assistance during medical tribunals and hearings 

• Gaining funding for essential occupational health support in getting bathrooms converted into wet rooms and general housing        

                   adaptations 

• Ensuring veterans get through the Royal British Legion the personnel issue of mobility scooters 

• Getting support for, UK right to remain and citizenship for the UK for commonwealth veterans 
Continued supporting veterans who are suffering with PTSI and self harming 
Martin Brimacombe says “Forces veterans have made a unique contribution to our society. As a veteran i have experienced many 
issues with the transfer from service life to civilian street after 24 years of being insitutilaised. Veterans needs are specific, diverse 
and complex needs. When your colour service has been completed what ever your length of service some veterans find the transition 
to civilian life difficult.” 
Since the group re-launch it has also seen it be awarded the Armed Forces Covenant, group members have also organised trips, and 
visits to military service related sites, a number of meals and functions in local public houses and restaurants have also been well 
attended and supported.  
For veterans this is an invaluable offer, to mix with the veteran’s community, get the required help and support for all service leavers, 
veterans and families in the local community FREE and at nil cost, (voluntary donation could be made towards purchase of 
refreshments for the next meeting but it is NOT enforced or encouraged). 
Last year also saw a few local Business show its support in various ways, Dorchester Group, Oxford Office Furniture Supplies and 
Heyford Kebab Van. The group and local veterans is always looking for more support, not just financial, also offering employment to 
veterans, donations, or other support and advice.  
On Friday 6th October 2017, Heyford and Bicester Veterans Group opened its doors again for its monthly meeting and had a special 
visitor. The Right Honourable Member of Parliament for Banbury North Oxfordshire In July 2016 Victoria was also appointed 
Parliamentary Private Secretary (PPS) to Ministers in the Department for Transport. 
Rt Hon Victoria Prentise  came along to the meeting engaging with veterans, families and the visiting caseworkers,” Victoria 
commented: ‘I thought it was a brilliant service, and it was great to meet everyone involved. I was particularly glad to see such a 
joined-up approach, providing excellent all- round support. It was heartening to see people from all around the county coming 
together to deal with issues, offer help and advice, and to share their experiences.' 
Two other groups are also in the area one at Barton in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire, the three groups always stay in touch with 
one another and exchange views and ideas. In addition to the attending each others group meetings. 
 

Getting intouch? 
Heyford and Bicester Veterans Group has an open group for public and closed group for members on facebook page 
offering a whole range of specialist of help, support, advice and assistance, for more information please just search 
facebook for the group 
If you need anyone needs help support etc then please feel free to message groups admins through facebook, or the 
email address below or Royal mail snail mail at the address below. Anyone who’s looking at supporting the group then 
again please contact us. 
 

HEYFORD & BICESTER VETERANS GROUP 
Heyford Park Community Centre 
Brice Road Upper Heyford, Oxfordshire OX25 5TE              heyfordandbicesterveterans@gmail.com                                                                                                                

                                                               Martin Brimacombe or Ian and Tracey Ridley 



 

UPPER HEYFORD NEWS 

St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting 
 

1st November   
In celebration of the 104th birthday of the    late Mrs. Nora 
Medhurst.  By her son, Dave. 
 

3rd November  
To celebrate the happiness of our life  together on this, our 
wedding anniversary.’     Bob and Hansa Menzies. 
 

9th November  
In celebration of the birthday of Canary Lord. 
 

11th November 
In memory of the fallen, particularly those    from this parish.  
From Mary and Jack    Goodman. 
 

24th November 
In celebration of Heather Burt’s birthday. 
  ‘From Roger, with love.’ 
 

28th November  
In celebration of the birthday of the late Deborah James.   
‘Thank you for being my mummy. Miss you lots.’ With love  
from Grace. xxxxx 
 

30th November  
In memory of the late Pat Hedges.  
From the    Poetry Group with love. 
 

2nd December  
 In celebration of the birthday of Edward.       ‘With love’ from all the 
family. 
 

16th December    
In celebration of the 45th wedding anniversary  of Eileen and Ray 
Booker. ‘With all my love      and thanks for 45 wonderful years, 
dear Eileen.’     From Ray. 
  
23rd December    
Remembering with love Peggy Cuss      (23.12.10) and Ronald 
Cuss (22.1.59).    Greatly missed by all the family. 
 

24th December    
In memory of Jan Woski and all deceased      family members and 
friends of Ann Woski. 
 

 In memory of the late Archibald Slatter.       ‘With love from Jean, 
John and Hannah.’ 
 

* In celebration of the 51st wedding  anniversary of Jean and the 
late Ron Beesley.  
‘Thinking of you Ron every day, missing you  more and more.  In 
our hearts forever more.’  From your wife Jean and all your 
family. 
 

25th December  
In memory of the late Jean Rosalie Barker. ‘Always loved and 
never forgotten, especially to-day.’  
Your loving husband, Ray. XX’ 
 

29th December    
In memory of the late Mrs Doris James who  died in 2000.   
‘With love’ from Maureen,      Peter, Paul and Grace. 
 

31st December 
In celebration of the birthday of the late Heather Woollcott.  
Also in memory of her late husband  Vic who died in 2013.  
Much loved and greatly missed aunt, great-aunt, uncle and great 
-uncle of Roland, Stephen, Catherine and the late Christine. 
 

*Jean and Ron were married in St Mary’s Church on Christmas 
Eve, 1966 
 
 

UPPER HEYFORD 200 CLUB 
Winners in December 
 

The draw was made by Maureen James & Veronica 
 

1st prize     No 28        Sheila Bailey £100 
 

2nd prize No 90    Jill Smith          £50 
 
This was the last & final draw of the Upper Heyford 200 
Club after almost 30 years, and during that long period 
over £30K was raised for village causes, including the 
church, football club, Over 60s/75s Christmas cards and 
presents, Warreners Christmas meals, Valley News and 
many other smaller donations. Veronica would like to 
thank everyone for their loyal support and friendship over 
the years, especially Maureen & Marilyn for their help with 
the club and Christmas parcels. 

Veronica  
 

The Warreners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At our January meeting we were delighted to welcome 

Brian Calver back after his recent illness and to be able to 

celebrate his belated 80th birthday, with a special cake for 

the occasion. Brian is always a most cheerful and active 

member of our club, and it’s lovely to have him back with 

us. 

On February 14th we will be at the Barley Mow (1pm 

start) for our annual fish & chips, or sausage, egg & chips, 

provided by Sonia and her team, always a most enjoyable 

event for members. 

The March meeting will be on 14th March in the village hall 

at the usual time of 2pm, when we will be playing boccia, 

always competitive and great fun. 

Annual subscriptions are due at the March meeting, £4 

per member, new members would be made most 

welcome. 



 

Winter snow, St Mary’s Upper Heyford December 2017 captured by Clifford Reeves 



 

One of our policies, Policy PD3: Development at Heyford Park, has been a contentious issue for some 

months. At the time of the pre-submission consultation the extent of the proposed "zone of non-coalescence" 

between Heyford Park and the hamlet of Caulcott (in Lower Heyford parish) was undecided.  

in December, the Forum voted on a number of options and decided on a zone whose northern edge follows 

the parish boundary between Lower Heyford and what will in 2019 be the new parish of Heyford Park. The 

extent of the designated zone is shown here in yellow, marked Zone 2.  

……and lastly 
 

What happens next? Following our submission, CDC will publicise the fact and invite comments over a six-

week period. They will then appoint an external Examiner who will be given all our documents, all the re-

sponses to the Council's consultation, and any new comments of their own. The Examiner's report will then 

be published and any final amendments necessary will be agreed. The referendum will then be announced. 

In the meantime............ We wish you a very happy New Year 

 

As local residents we should all be most grateful for the efforts of the volunteers who have invested 

so much of their time doing all that is possible to protect after our interests and the environment. 

Editor 

Visit: WWW.MID-CHERWELL.ORG.UK 

Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan January Update 

JANUARY 2018 UPDATE 
 

PLAN READY FOR SUBMISSION 
 

Following our Pre-Submission consultation, which closed in October 2017, all the plan documents have been 

amended to take account of many helpful comments that were submitted by local residents, various 

organisations and land owners, and statutory consultees. 

We received 93 submissions in all, and it took until just before Christmas for the Forum to work through all of 

them in detail, deciding how we should respond in each case. You will be able to see a summary of all the 

comments submitted, together with MCNP’s response to them in the Consultation Statement. This one of the 

five mandatory documents that are about to be formally submitted to Cherwell District Council (CDC). 

One of the documents, required by EU legislation, is a “screening” to demonstrate that the policies of the 

Neighbourhood Plan will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment. We had believed that this 

document would be prepared for us by CDC after submission, but were only recently told that it must be done 

first. In the event we have had to produce it ourselves and are now planning for the formal submission in 

February, three and a half years after our Neighbourhood plan was first conceived.  

Patience, we are told, is a virtue 



 

     

SOMERTON NEWS 
 

Nativity fun in Somerton again! 

A bright Star shot across the Nave, the sheep were 

bleating at the side, and the donkey strode confidently 

down the Aisle towards the Altar to greet the baby being 

cradled by Joseph and Mary in a manger.  What followed 

was a wonderful celebration of Christian spirit put on by the 

community; the Angels were radiant, we had some 

wonderful readings, and several brave souls, young and 

old, provided us with recitals of hymns using Drums, the 

Organ, a Flute, and voice.  This was followed by a warming 

glass of mulled wine and of course a delicious mince pie.  

All felt well with the world.  Thank you to those who made 

this possible, Ruth, John and Victoria, the Ministry team, 

and you, the public for coming along and making this 

special service one to remember.  If you want to get 

involved do contact the PCC at St James Somerton at the 

end of November 2018.  Otherwise see you again next 

year, for another cracking cacophony of joy! 
 

Lighting up St James Somerton with life 

If you want to be part of our fundraising initiative and raise 

money for St James Somerton at the same time as 

celebrating something special, or remembering a loved 

one, do contact us and sponsor an evening to light up the 

church in honour of your event. 

To sponsor the lights for a night, and have your message 

put on the board we ask for a donation of £10.  Please 

contact Tony Callow, on 07812 652538 to book your slot, 

and deliver the payment to Helen Holman, 2 Heyford Road. 

Thank you. 

 

 

SOMERTON WOMENS INDEPENDENT 

GROUP 

 

 

Our Christmas Supper was as usual a great success.  We 

were joined by a number of non-members, the atmosphere 

was convivial, the fire was warm, the food was excellent 

and the wine flowed freely as befits our name.  Thanks to 

all who provided food and set up the hall to make it a 

wonderful community celebration. 

The January speaker gave us a very thought provoking 

talk.  A nurse for over 50 years she has worked in some of 

the poorest, deprived and most dangerous parts of the 

world. Evacuated to Wales whilst still a baby she began her 

training at 17.  She worked in Canada (where she had 

relatives) with the Inuit people in the far north in 

temperatures well below freezing.  Other places included 

the Far East and the Middle East in refugee camps of 

appalling squalor. 

Her talk to us focused on her time in Vietnam where she 

worked alongside the American army during the Vietnam 

war.  It is difficult to imagine the horrors that she saw and 

the dreadful conditions the doctors and nurses worked 

under. She is a woman of great character, many others 

would not have survived the trauma.  

Thank you Anne for showing us another side of life where 

however hard and cruel things are there is always a streak 

of humanity.  I think we all came away humbled. 

She has written 2 books Always the Children & A Nurse 

Abroad, both available from Amazon. 

In February we shall welcome Mary Hall-Craggs with her 

talk on evacuees during the 2nd World War.  This promises 

to be very interesting and we look forward to hearing her 

story. 

As ever, guests are always welcome (even men!).  We 

make a small charge £3 and this includes delicious 

refreshments so please come along and join us on 

Tuesday 13 Feb. at 7.15p.m. 

SOMERTON CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

Despite the competition of several other Christmas Fairs in 

the area our Bazaar was a great success.  Father 

Christmas arrived complete with reindeer to great 

excitement.  All the usual stalls were there and some new 

ones and money changed hands readily.  Our thanks go to 

Tracy for organizing it all and those who came and helped 

set up, ran the stalls, made the teas and mulled wine and 

everyone else, including Santa.  Perhaps we may have to 

liaise with our neighbours or consider a different date next 

year but we still made a healthy £1.550.00 which was 

divided between the Church and the Village Hall. 

Services for February, March & Easter 
 

4th February 6pm – Evensong 
11th February 9.30 – Sunday Club 
18th  February – Matins with Holy Communion 
25th February 9.30 Family Service 
4th March 6pm Evensong 
11th March 9.30 – Mother’s Day Service 
18th March – Matins with Holy Communion 
25th March 9.30 – Family Service 
Friday 30th – Good Friday, 3pm At the Cross – Quiet reflection 
and Prayer 

Sunday 1st April – Easter Day, 6pm Evensong 



 

CAROL SINGING 2017  

The intrepid carol singers made their usual trek around the 
village just before Christmas. 
Alas I cannot walk so far these days so joined them at the 
beginning and of course the end but my daughter and 
granddaughter from Aylesbury were there to represent me and 
Tabitha who had only experienced carol concerts could not 
believe the generosity of the people of Somerton, their gifts of 
money, invitations into their homes and plying them with drinks 
and refreshments.  Can she come again next year please?  
Lucy managed to follow my timetable to the minute and it was 
a real jolly start to the festive season.  We ended up at Croft, 
courtesy of Freya and Tim to count the proceeds - £365 – 
which it was decided to divide between MIND and AGE UK.  
OK I get the hint! 
Thank you Somerton and a Very Happy New Year to you all. 
Rosemary 

 

Anne Patricia Corner 

20th October 1933 - 15th October 2017 
 

Anne Patricia Corner was 
born on the 20th October 
1933 in St. Albans 
Hertfordshire.  Her father – a 
Master Baker was from a 
family with a large catering 
business and Anne often 
said that was where she 
inherited her interest in 
catering as well as her desire 
to follow an outdoor life. 
Anne grew up in St. Albans 
along with her sister Mary 
and after she left St. Albans 
Grammar School she helped at a local stable yard as horses 
and horse riding were her passion.  Her first job was at the 
County Records Office in Hertfordshire where she worked as 
the County Archivist which was perfect for her as history was 
a subject she loved. 
Anne went on to work with the Hertfordshire National 
Farmers Union in a secretarial role.  She joined the Young 
Farmers Club where she went on to be involved with 
activities at county and national level.  It was through the 
Young Farmers Club that Anne met Robin in 1957.  Robin 
was working at the time on his Aunts farm and Anne very 
quickly became involved helping on the farm every spare 
moment that she had.  Robin and Anne had chickens and 
they built up a very successful egg round delivering fresh 
eggs to the local residents in St. Albans. 
Anne and Robin were married in 1960 and they worked hard 
together to build up their farm business.  The farm in St. 
Albans was sold in 1969 and Anne and Robin moved with 
their two sons to the village of Somerton where they 
purchased Manor Farm from the Emberlin family. 
Anne very quickly became involved in the village of 
Somerton.  She took on the role of the Rectors Warden – a 
position she held for some 25 years.  She also became 
involved with the Womens Institute and soon became 
President of the Somerton WI getting involved at local and 
county level.  Anne also became Secretary of the Somerton 
village Produce Association and she continued this role until 
2015.  She was secretary of the Bicester Hunt Supporters 
Club and she also ran a very successful catering business 
and holiday guest accommodation.  Her hospitality and 
generosity never went unnoticed – Anne would do anything 
for anyone. 
Anne and Robin converted one of the cow sheds and set up 
the Dancing Jersey Barn – a venue that was enjoyed by 
many of the village residents for many years as well as other 
visitors national and international. 
Anne and Robin were very active members of the Jersey 
Cattle Society and they travelled the world together visiting 
some amazing places and farms.  This is how they were first 
introduced to South Africa – a place they fell in love with and 
somewhere that they went on to purchase a holiday 
home.  After Robins death in 2007, Anne spent more and 
more time in South Africa.  She enjoyed the climate and the 
life style that the Country offered.  She became involved in 
the local community there, made many good friends and she 
was actively involved with the Church.  Anne had many 
guests stay with her in South Africa and she continued her 
kind hospitality often hosting parties at her home. 
Anne passed away in South Africa after a short illness.  She 
will be missed by everyone who ever had the pleasure of 
meeting her. She is now laid to rest along with Robin in 
Somerton Churchyard  overlooking the farm and village that 
they both loved so much.  
 

Anne was a much loved and respected member of the local 
community and she will be sadly missed, editor 

Photo: Cliff Reeves 



 

Events Calendar - At a Glance 

Tuesday 6th February Talk: Vicars & Dissenters, Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30pm 

Tuesday 13th February Talk: SWIG Evacuees during WW2 Somerton Village Hall 7.15pm 

Wednesday 14th February Warreners, lunch at the Barley Mow 1pm 

Saturday 17th February Souldern Community Market, Village Hall, 9.30-12.30 

Wednesday 21st February Heyfords WI, Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30 
Talk by Ken Lusted on Iranian Embassy Siege (Visitors £3) 

Sunday 25th February Soup Sunday, Upper Heyford Reading Room, 12noon - 2pm 

Wednesday 14th March Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall, 2pm 

Saturday 17th March Souldern Community Market, Village Hall, 9.30-12.30 

Sunday 18th March Garden Open, The Willows, Upper Heyford, 
In aid of Katharine House 

Sunday 25th March Steeple Aston Spring Flower & Produce Show 2.30pm 

Monday 26th March Talk Upper Heyford Reading Room—Lawrence Sail, writer & poet, as edi-
tor of a new anthology of poetry 8pm 

Monday 26th March Heyfords WI Group Meeting, Heyford Park Chapel 
Organ recital by Stephen 7.30pm 

Sunday 1st April Easter Services 

9.30am St Mary’s Upper Heyford Holy Communion 

11am St Mary’s Lower Heyford Holy Communion 

11am The Chapel, Heyford Park,  Holy Communion 

6pm St James, Somerton Evensong 

 

Tuesday 3rd—Friday 6th 
April 

Easter Holiday children’s art courses by Clifford Reeves 
Somerton Church, 9.30-12.30 
Book a place contact Cliff on 07766414697 or email: 
creeves10@btinternet.com 
 


