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Drivers making their way through Somerton will be surprised by some peculiar sights, including babies on horseback, a 
commuter on skis and a builder mooning, albeit in scarecrow form. In a bid to stop speeding drivers racing through the 
village it was decided that a scarecrow competition themed on speed awareness might help. Parishioners have created 
their own speed-themed displays with more than 20 of them throughout the village, it’s all great fun, let’s hope that 
drivers take heed and drive sensibly, but then that’s probably a tall order! 
 
 

Shirley Simpson, Minna Moller Thompson, Rosemary Arnold, Malcolm Arnold, Tracy Clarke, John Simpson, enjoy the fun 
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Happy 500th Birthday! 
 

2017 marks the 500
th
 anniversary of the 

Reformation. Whilst we may not talk about this 

momentous event very much today we still live 

with the impact it had on our world. If its talked 

about at all its most commonly associated with 

Henry VIII’s famous divorce and subsequent 

marriages, his feud with the Pope over taxation, 

the closure of the monasteries and the 

vandalism of thousands of churches. The 

Church of England grew out of this period of 

upheaval and Britain’s identity as an 

independent nation on the fringe of Roman 

Catholic Europe was forged at this time. No wonder the Brexit negotiations are so tricky! Our relationship with Europe 

has always involved a delicate balance of power. 

But the Reformation was not dreamed up by Henry VIII in order to produce an heir or by Thomas Cromwell to fill the 

treasury or by Archbishop Cranmer to remodel the Church in England. 

The Reformation was a Europe-wide movement which had been growing in strength for many years prior to the King’s 

great matter. It was even gathering momentum prior to Martin Luther’s public objection to the Roman Catholic Church. In 

1517, 500 years ago, Luther famously nailed his list of objections to the Church door in Wittenburg, Germany, and 

became the figurehead for a movement which would end the rule of the medieval Church.  

Luther was determined to show that much of the religion of his day was of merely human invention and that the Church 

was clouding rather than illuminating people’s knowledge of God. He was not the first to say this (England’s own John 

Wycliffe had been saying this 200 years before), but he was able to spread his message in an effective and persuasive 

way. By Luther’s time there was widespread frustration with the complex medieval systems of philosophy and teaching 

and Church government, and a new hunger for the purer writings of antiquity. The bible was being translated into 

modern languages from the original Hebrew and Greek and the man on the street could see for himself what it said. 

Coupled with the advance of the printing press the Church could no longer claim to be the sole curator of God’s truth. 

Luther took full advantage of these circumstances, encouraging a change of outlook through his writing, preaching, 

public debates, and eventually through his trial and excommunication.  

Throughout Europe a new-found faith was taking root which was more akin to the faith described in the New Testament. 

In this version of Christianity each person could find a relationship with God, feed on God’s word, pray directly to God, 

and play their part in the life of the Church. The old medieval institution of the Church under an all-powerful Pope could 

no longer control the people by claiming to be the only route to salvation.  

For a King looking for an excuse to ignore the rules of the Roman Catholic Church this was the ideal opportunity to 

break faith with the Pope. And for an Archbishop looking to renew the Church in England in line with a biblical vision of 

faith this was the ideal opportunity to make a fresh start.  

500 years later the world is a very different place because of the Reformation. Without those decades of upheaval the 

medieval way of life could have lurched on for many more centuries. Many of the freedoms we now enjoy are directly 

linked to what was in effect a liberation movement, not only in terms of personal faith, but also in terms of scholarship, 

rights, and national independence. Like so many historical events the details are not remembered but its impact is still 

felt.  

Perhaps the Church needs another Reformation today. If so, the same principles will apply: only by going back to how it 

all started can the Church really learn how to adapt to the present and future needs of society.  

VALLEY NEWS URGENTLY NEEDS A TREASURER!!!!! 
 

Catherine Mullineux, who looked after the accounts for the last three 
years or so, has reluctantly stepped down due to family commitments. 
Catherine was a splendid treasurer and she leaves the accounts 
clearly documented and set out in spreadsheet format waiting for a 
volunteer to take over. 
Thank you, Catherine, your sterling efforts are greatly appreciated. 
 

So please, we must find a treasurer soon to keep Valley News on 
a sound financial footing                                                                                                                                                               Editor 

Pop-up Cafe, St Mary’s Lower Heyford 

Thursday mornings 11am—12.30pm 

A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of 
fresh coffee or tea, home made sandwiches and 

cake 
Open to all during term time, advisable to check if 
happening on a particular date by contacting Emily 

at emilyannedaly@gmail.com 
Free of charge although donations towards 

running costs gratefully received 

mailto:emilyannedaly@gmail.com


 

 

WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY 

 

THE FORUM, UPPER HEYFORD  
READING ROOM OX25 5LG 

 

 

 

James 1 and the King James’ Bible 

and 

“The finest fighting force the world 

has ever seen: the Royal Navy and the 

command of the sea" 
 
 

Tuesday 17th October 7.30pm 
 

Dr Peter Stoddart will be talking about 

these remarkable periods of British history 
 

A Cherwell Valley Benefice initiative  

 

Remembrance 

Sunday 

12 November 2017 
 

The annual Service of 

Remembrance will be 

held in St Mary’s Church 

in Upper Heyford and will 

be followed by the Act of 

Remembrance in the 

Upper Heyford Cemetery.  
 

The Church service will begin at 10:00hrs. Those 

attending the Act of Remembrance are asked to 

assemble in the Cemetery by 10:45 to be ready to 

observe the two minutes’ silence at 1100hrs. 
 

After the Act of Remembrance and the parade, the 

President of the Heyford and District  Branch of the 

Royal British Legion invites those attending to take 

light refreshments in Upper Heyford Village Hall. 



 

Monday Healthy Heyford Walks  

Why not join us! 

We meet at Upper Heyford Village Hall at 09:55 

am (unless otherwise arranged) Walks last for 

approx. 2 – 2 ½ hours; and are usually about 5 – 6 

miles in length unless otherwise stated. 

It’s a social occasion too, we talk as much as we 

walk! 

BUS TIMETABLE—HEYFORDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(times shown are for Heyford Park, Heyford 
villages will vary slightly)  with corrections 
 

Bus Services from Heyford Park to Oxford 
Monday to Friday 
05.51; 06.51;  07.54; 09.05; 10.15; 11.15; 
12.15; 13.15; 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.33; 
18.35 
 

Saturdays 
06.20; 07.20; 08.15 and then at quarter past 
each hour till 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.33; 
18.35 
 

Bus Services from Heyford Park 
to Bicester 
Monday to Friday 
06.17; 07.12; 08.24; 09.38; 10.43; 11.43; 
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52; 
17.57;  19.02; 19.54 
 

Saturdays 
06.45; 07.43;; 08.43; 09;43; 10.43; 11.43; 
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52;17.57; 
19.02; 19.54 
 

Bus Services from Oxford to Heyford Park 
Monday to Friday 
06.35;  07.45; 09.00; 10.05 then at 5 past 
each hour every hour till 15.05; 16.10;  17.15; 
18.25; and 19.20 
 

Saturdays 
07.05 and then at five past each hour till 
15.05; 16.10; 17.15; 18.25; 19.20 
 

Bus Services from Bicester to Heyford 
Park 
Monday to Friday 
06.35;  07.35; 08.50; 10.00 and then on each 
hour from till 1500; 16.03; 17.15; 18.20; 
19.20 (19.20 service terminates at HP) 
 

Saturdays 
07.05; 08.00 and then on the hour each hour 
till 15.00; 16.03; 17.15;18.20; 19.20  
(19.20 service terminates at HP) 

 

A LITTLE PIECE OF CHRISTMAS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stephen Yorke is a writer, artist and creator of Crumble Cottage, the stories of 
Rosemary and Sedgewick, village bakers in the small village of Upper 
Crustington, Breadfordshire. A village much like The Heyfords, which is where 
Stephen draws his inspiration as well as his illustrations. 
He created these characters thirty years ago, as Christmas cards for friends 
and family. They proved so popular that he and his wife, Kym, decided to start 
Crumble Cottage Ltd and to create a range of beautiful cards, books and gifts, 
all created and made in England.  
Love is at the heart of everything at Crumble Cottage. Love of family, 
community and the surrounding natural countryside. It’s a world of simplicity 
and caring, of time-honoured traditions and old-fashioned values; often sadly 
missing in the frenetic, technology-obsessed world we live in today. People 
love to come into Crumble Cottage as a retreat from the stresses of life today. 
The Crumble Cottage Christmas range of cards, books, gifts and bunting is 
available at www.crumblecottage.com, or just call 232972, or call in at 1 Three 
Horseshoes if you’re looking for something special. 
 

Crumble Cottage. A little piece of England. 

 

Never to be missed, a talk by Bill King 
 

Heyford and Distrct Branch of the Royal British Legion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subject: 

‘The Poppy—symbol of Remembrance’ 

 
The Reading Room, Upper Heyford, OX25 5LG 

Wednesday 1st November at 7.30pm 

 

Everybody welcome 

Donations welcomed and given to the Poppy Appeal 
 

Any queries please contact Roger Bradley 01869 340352 

http://www.crumblecottage.com


 

Poetry Corner 
 

Hear the name Roger McGough and you might immediately think of The Scaffold pop group, which he formed together 
with John Gorman and Peter McCartney (Paul’s brother) in the 60s.  You might even recall Lily The Pink, which topped 
the charts in 1968, or - if you are a mere youngster - Thank You Very Much from 2006.  But McGough really came to 
prominence in 1967, with the publication of The Mersey Sound, a book of poetry by three Liverpool poets, which 
became one of the best-selling anthologies of all time. Or, if you missed all that, you might be familiar with his light 
Liverpudlian accent as the presenter of Poetry Please on Radio 4, which he has been introducing for years, and which is 
the longest running broadcast of verse anywhere in the world. 
Just Another Autumn Day is typical of his sense of humour, unpretentiousness  and gentle satire.  Although written in 
1992, it seems, if anything, even more relevant today, as politicians appear less and less aware of reality and political 
decisions get madder.  As the last verse tells, back when it was written life was too stressful for people to enjoy and 
absorb the richness of the seasons.  It’s worse now. So, just in case Theresa May or her ministers should take it into 
their heads to act on any of the suggestions in this poem, do take the time to make the most of the falling leaves and the 
conkers and the quiet days of Autumn while we still have it. 
Heather and Roger Burt.                                                             
 
Just Another Autumn Day 
 
In Parliament, the Minister for Mists 
and Mellow Fruitfulness announces, 
that owing to inflation and rising costs 
there will be no Autumn next year. 
September, October and November 
are to be cancelled, 
and the Government to bring in 
the nine-month year instead. 
Thus we will all live longer. 
 
Emergency measures are to be introduced 
to combat outbreaks of well-being 
and feelings of elation inspired by the season. 
Breathtaking sunsets will be restricted  
to alternate Fridays, and gentle dusks 
prohibited. Fallen leaves will be outlawed, 
and persons found in possession of conkers, 
imprisoned without trial. 
Thus we will all work harder. 
 
The announcement caused little reaction. 
People either way don't really care 
No time have they to stand and stare 
Looking for work or slaving away 
Just another Autumn day. 
 
Roger McGough 

 

The Healthy Heyford Walkers visit Oxford! 

Alicia May, from Upper Heyford, took the walkers on a tour 

of Oxford on 31st July, instead of the usual walk locally, and 

a very good guide she was too. The highlight was New 

College, with its wonderful chapel, and for any Harry Potter 

aficionado in the group, the cloisters. 

Alicia has been selected as a volunteer with VSO on an 

International Citizen Service placement. ICS works with 

communities that have specifically requested their help. It 

also aims to inspire young people in the UK and overseas to 

become active citizens who are passionate about long term 

community development. She is going to Cambodia, the 

region of Battamburg, to work with young business people 

and young people in agriculture. 

Well done, Alicia, it will be great work and great fun! 



 

Ardley Recycling Centre - new charges from 1st October! 
 

Oxfordshire County Council’s DIY 1,2,3 for free scheme’s changing 

The current scheme which has been running at their Household Waste Recycling Centres for 15 years allowed residents 

to deposit up to three DIY waste items for free before being charged a small fee of £1 for each additional item. 

From the 1
st
 October 2017 this changes to a small fixed fee per item of £1.50 for most non-household or DIY items. 

Residents can still deposit household waste for free at their local Household Waste Recycling Centre. 

More information about the changes can be found online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chargeablewaste


 

 

The Friends of Heyford Station 

The inaugural meeting of our station adoption group was 
held in September 2007 and by the time you read this we 
will have recently celebrated our first 10 years of 
voluntarily supporting Heyford station. 
 

During that time we have, as mentioned previously in 
Valley News, evolved our activities at the station to 
principally cover: 
 

1) gardening - involving not just essential weeding and 
pruning but also the installation and ongoing 
maintenance of what have become impressive 
horticultural displays embracing both large beds and 
platform planters 

2) station watching - where the recurring overall aim has 
been to make the station as welcoming and secure as 
possible for all concerned by keeping on top of the 
deterrent effects of littering, graffiti and vandalism 

3) information - by monitoring the quality and 
effectiveness of information being provided by GWR 
and suggesting appropriate changes and 
improvements accordingly 

4) station improvements - through campaigning with 
GWR for better services and infrastructure 
improvements. 

 

Initially there were 7 committee members plus 2 general 
members, of whom Alan Humberstone and Howard 
Higgins (of Station House) were stalwart founding 
members. However, following Alan’s untimely passing and 
Howard’s recent move to Kidlington, there are now only 4 
committee members. 
 

That said, whilst we are still managing between us to carry 
out the activities outlined above, the pace at which we can 
do so is undeniably affected by our lessened numbers. 
 

Therefore we are now taking this opportunity to seek new 
members living locally to join us in helping to look after the 
station. The work involved is not onerous and there is no 
formal regime related to the amount of time or level of 
commitment that can be offered. Simply put, flexibility is 
very much the key to any voluntary input that can be 
offered. 
 

Should you be interested in joining us please get in touch 
with me at wpjohn@btinternet.com or you are cordially 
invited to come along to our next (quarterly) meeting - 
which will be held at the Lower Heyford Bowls Club at 
7:30 pm on Tuesday 14th November. 
 
Peter John 
 

 

THE 

HEYFORDS 

WI 

Visits: Parliament + 

Aston Pottery 

Members and friends in Westminster Hall, the place where the 
lying-in-state of monarchs and consorts traditionally takes place, 
prior to the WI tour of Parliament.  It was an enormously 
interesting visit, including both houses, and the door where Black 
Rod's role at the State Opening of Parliament is one of the most 
well-known images. To appreciate the magnificent classical & 
gothic architecture of  Charles Barry and Augustus Pugin, though 
sadly neither man was to see their creation completed as they 
both  died ten years before its completion.  
Politicians are not a popular group in the eyes of most people 
today, however, to walk through both houses, one cannot help 
but to be inspired by the great and good who have graced 
Parliament over the centuries.  

Members also enjoyed a visit to Aston Pottery, near Bampton, 
where a delightful lady gave a demonstration on how the pottery 
is formed. Slip Casting is how the majority of shapes  are 
produced at Aston Pottery, all of the mugs, jugs and teapots are 
created using a technique of pouring liquid clay (slip) into plaster 
moulds. Timing is crucial, the liquid in the mould dries from the 
outside in, the excess liquid is tipped out leaving a shape formed 
by the relief of the mould. It was fascinating to watch how simple 
it all looked, at the same time realising that there is considerably 
more to it than meets the eye! 
We then enjoyed perusing the gift shop with the many gorgeous 
things to buy, followed by refreshments in the prize winning cafe, 
and a walk around the beautiful garden with  its wide herbaceous 
borders.  
A visit to Aston Pottery is thoroughly recommended. 

mailto:wpjohn@btinternet.com


 

Coarse gardening  
Our Australian friends remarked on how green everything is.  In the case of our garden, that’s pretty well all it is.  Trees, shrubs, 

grass; well, I say grass, but in the rougher patches which I kid myself are ‘bulb meadows’ and down by the small apple trees the 

sward is more like Swiss salad than lawn, full of tasty-looking dandelion leaves and ground ivy and ferny fronds of cow parsley.  Deli-

cious. We ought to keep goats. 

The fact is, I have done precious little gardening this summer, apart from riding about on the mower, trimming the salad.  Our son and 

his little family have been in the throes of emigrating to Spain, which, as you can imagine, is a complicated business involving sell-

ing   the house in London and finding schools in Valencia, moving furnishings out so that the new owners can move in, and so on and 

so on, all arrangements just ripe to go wrong.  Which they did.  Of course.  So the two boys, aged eight and ten respectively, stayed 

with us for much of the summer while their parents ran round in circles chasing one crisis after another.  The garden was, accordingly, 

the Etihad Stadium for Manchester City or Mestalla for Valencia.  Two colourful plastic footballs have been lost in the bushes appar-

ently for ever and what little patches of flowers that we did have were ‘pruned’ whenever Wayne Rooney or Carlos Tevez missed  the 

back of the net in favour of the Sweet Williams.  They are brittle, Sweet Williams. 

And now, suddenly, the summer seems to have gone.  It is bulb planting time again.  I can’t believe it.  It wasn’t really much of a sum-

mer anyway, was it?  We had a hot spell in June and a long, dry period, but then it was British Seaside Weather with a vengeance - 

out with the plastic mac, umbrella and deckchair, and pretend that you’re at Skegness in 1957, hurrah hurrah. You can’t really blame 

them for fancying Valencia, can you?  Our daughter-in-law, who is Spanish anyway, has been offered a job at the University there, 

but that’s not the attraction really, is it - it’s got to be sunshine and tomatoes, breakfast out in a kerbside café, fresh sardines on tap, 

all at half London prices, and - oh, shut up.  Anyone would think I’m jealous.  Bet it isn’t green out there. 

One of the things I have been doing is spreading mulch (that’s a Miranda Hart word, isn’t it? Mulch. Break off dialogue, Miranda; to 

camera, say, “Mulch”.  Again, slower - “Muuulch”.  Now giggle).  Well, it’s minced tree, really.  My friend Matthew, he of Bicester Tree 

Services - Google them if branches have been falling on your roof or your living room is in permanent night because of your Lawsonii 

hedge - has kindly been dropping off lorryloads of material which has gone through his chipper machine, not exactly woodchip, but 

largely chewed up leaves and twigs.  I have been spreading this stuff thickly on the areas around trees and shrubs where the bulk of 

the spring bulbs are planted.  It kills off all the minor weeds by excluding the light from them, and the more serious horrors, when they 

poke their noses through, are easy to deal with by giving them a squirt of contact weedkiller.  It has been brilliant weather for growing 

bindweed, nettles and docks, but this system is greatly helping to put paid to them.  It won’t bother the bulbs when they come through 

and, meanwhile, the worms are having a whale of a time. 

The downside of spreading mulch (again, Miranda?) is that it’s hard work.  I’m up for it - it’s good for you, exercise, or so they say - 

but my poor old garden machines think otherwise.  the little tractor, which is actually an ancient sit-on mower with the mowing bits 

removed, stripped the gears from its starter motor in protest, and the trailer which it tows chewed up a wheel mounting to the point 

where the wheel was not being held on at all.  There was no hope of repairing that.  The only thing to do was to buy a new trailer. 

Actually, that isn’t as frightful as it sounds; it’s a simple and rather flimsy affair, quite cheap.  It comes as a kit.  What pleased and 

astonished me was that I ordered it on-line one day and it arrived here the next. Wow! Hasn’t life changed!  Not so long ago it would 

have meant writing letters and cheques and the vendors saying that they might have one for you in about six weeks’ time, once the 

accounts department has messed about losing your cheque and if they could find the chap with the key to the warehouse.  Nowadays 

they don’t let the salad grow under their feet, and jolly good too, say I. 

It hasn’t actually been all green.  There has been some brilliant colour in the garden, especially the sort which comes with wings. We 

have a small grove of buddleias with highly-scented flowers in the purple-blue-maroon range, which, this summer, has attracted large 

numbers of superb butterflies, mostly Commas, Red Admirals and Small Tortoiseshells.  Perhaps that hot spell in June helped to 

raise a lot of successful caterpillars. A few Cabbage Whites, including the large ones, and Brimstones add to the variety.   Peacocks 

have been rarer than usual this year, in our garden at least.  We have seen one or two Painted Ladies, but nothing like the swarms of 

them that migrate here during proper hot summers.  Judging from the weather at the time of writing we shall not be seeing many more 

this year.  All the same, I do hope it is still too early to be thinking of log fires and toasted crumpets.  We could yet have an Indian 

Summer... 

Try to avoid sunburn.                       Roger Burt. 

Comma butterfly                                                                                                         Red Admiral Butterfly                                                                      Small Tortoiseshell Butterfly 



 

Community Education at the Marlborough 

School, Woodstock 
 

We run an extensive programme of courses for adults 
within the school all year round (apart from school 
holidays). 
A full copy of our NEW 2017-18 brochure is now available 
to download on the Marlborough School website 
www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed. 

 

For up to date and comprehensive information about 

availability on courses please see the school website (as 

above).  As courses become full they are listed for your 

information from September. 

 

We are offering weekly courses and/or one/two day Saturday 
workshops in the following subjects: 
Yoga (5 weekly courses / 6 Saturday workshops) 
Pilates (2 weekly courses / 1 Saturday workshops) 
Tai Chi 
Badminton for All (2 weekly courses) 
Badminton Workshop 
Archery Workshop 
Golf 
Anyone Can Sing 
So Now You Can Sing 
Psychology 1 and 2 
Guitar (Acoustic) Beginners and Improvers 
Italian Beginners/ Next Steps/ More Steps/ Improvers/ 
Intermediate 
Spanish Beginners/ Next Steps/ More Steps/ Improvers 
Watercolour Painting for Beginners 
Watercolour Painting for Improvers 
Life Drawing 
Drawing for Beginners 
Painting for Beginners 
Cookery with Sophia 
4-course Dinner Party Workshop 
Italian Cookery Workshops (4 workshops) 
AppleMac for Beginners 
iPad / iPhone for Beginners 
iPad / iPhone for Improvers 
Stained Glass 
Upholstery (Traditional) weekly and 4 workshops 
Sewing Machines for Beginners 
Christmas Gifts and Crafts with your sewing machine 
Dressmaking for Beginners workshop 
Patchwork (by machine) for Beginners 
 
Introduction to Roman blind or curtain making 
Reflexology: Foot and Lower Leg Massage 
Home Herbal – Making Herbal Teas, Tinctures and Herbal 
Infusions (workshop and weekly course) 
Back, Neck and Shoulder Massage 
Indian Head Massage 
Acrylic Painting 
Drawing for All 
Drawing with Confidence 
Picture Making Skills 
Painting using Special Effects 
Drumming 
 
Early booking is recommended, some courses fill up very quickly 
as people re-enrol. 
 
Jenny Bodinham 
Mrs Jenny Bodinham, Coordinator 
Marlborough C of E School, Community Education 
Tel: 01993 813592 
 
 

SANTA DASH AND 

CHRISTMAS TRAIL  

SUNDAY 26 NOVEMBER, 

PEOPLE’S PARK, BANBURY 
 

Join us at People's Park in Banbury 
on Sunday 26 November for the 
festive fun and raise money for 
people facing life-limiting illness. 
 

Get your free Santa suits and take part in a jolly jog or 
winter walk after a Rockin' Robin warm up! People's Park 
will be in full festive spirit with a brass band, music from 
Radio Horton, and hot drinks for all taking part. This year 
there's also the Christmas Trail - a children's treasure hunt 
for our younger supporters. Tickets are £15 for adults, £8 
for children, and £40 for a family (2 adults & 2 children). 
 

Plus: join our procession of Santas at 4pm in to the town 
for the Banbury Christmas lights switch on. Please sign up 
today to join the fun and help people in our community 
facing life-limiting illness. 
 

LIGHTS OF LOVE 
You are warmly invited to our services in Banbury and 
Brackley to come together with other members of our 
community to remember loved ones who are no longer 
with us. You are most welcome to dedicate a light on the 
Christmas tree and leave a handwritten message in one of 
our books of remembrance – please visit www.khh.org.uk/
lights to do so. 
 

Led by the hospice chaplain, a special part of the service 
is the blessing of the books of remembrance which this 
year will contain your personal handwritten messages. 
Our Lights of Love events are open to everyone, but if you 
are unable to attend in person you can still dedicate a light 
and your message will be displayed in the books of 
remembrance at your chosen service. 
 

Lights of Love Banbury – St Mary’s Church, Thursday 30 
November, 7.15pm 
Lights of Love Brackley – St Peter’s Church. Wednesday 
6 December, 7.30pm 
 

MAKE A WILL WEEK – 16-20 OCTOBER 2017 
There’s nothing more important in life than family and 
friends, and writing a Will is the best thing you can do 
to protect their future wellbeing. 
 

Katharine House Hospice is holding its sixth annual Make 
a Will Week from 16th – 20th October 2017. Local 
solicitors and Will Writers will write a basic or standard 
Will or update an existing Will in return for a donation to 
the hospice. They are generously donating their time and 
expertise to help raise vital funds, so we are asking 
people to please be guided by the usual Will writing fee 
when making their donation. The equivalent cost of an 
average basic will could pay for a day of home visits from 
one of our community nurses, supporting people with life-
limiting illness. 
 
 
For a list of participating solicitors and for further 
information please visit www.khh.org.uk/willweek  
 

http://www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed
http://www.khh.org.uk/lights
http://www.khh.org.uk/lights
http://www.khh.org.uk/willweek


 

Heyford Park Residents & Community Development Association 

 

HEYFORD STORES & CAFE  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

are offering freshly made 11" thin crust PIzza to 

take away every Friday evening between 5pm and 

8pm.   

The shop will also be open until 8 on Fridays.   

You can telephone your orders throughout the day 

for collection in the evening.  On average the 

pizzas take 8-10 minutes to cook so please allow 

cooking time. 

Phone 01869-233976 

549 Brice Road 

Upper Heyford 

OX25 5TE 

HALLOWEEN EYEBALL HUNT 

OCTOBER  29TH FROM 2PM 

 



 

 

It’s not too late to have your say, the closing 

date has been extended to October 3rd, but 

even if you don’t have time to respond, please 

have a look at the documents, you will then 

appreciate the hard work required of local 

volunteers to produce such a comprehensive 

document on behalf of local communities. 
 

Oxfordshire’s latest neighbourhood plan - for the 

Mid-Cherwell area – has been launched after three 

years of preparation. Unique in the UK because of 

its scale, the Mid-Cherwell area comprises eleven 

rural parishes in the Cherwell District of North 

Oxfordshire. At the heart of the neighbourhood 

area is the former RAF Upper Heyford airbase, 

now a strategic development site called Heyford 

Park, whose developer is also involved in the plan. 

It was this development that was the stimulus for 

many surrounding villages to get together to create 

a statutory plan covering the wider area for the next 15 years.  

The hard work of the Forum, the body leading the plan and representing all the participating communities, has now 

resulted in a list of policies concerning traffic, housing development, and community infrastructure - including the 

proposed designation of 29 “Local Green Spaces”. The documents can be viewed online at Mid-Cherwell’s website 

www.mid-cherwell.org.uk and hard copies are available at local community centres, village halls and from the parish 

councils concerned.  

Responses are invited from any interested parties, but especially residents and businesses in the area itself. The pre-

submission consultation period starting on Monday, August 7th, 2017 and lasts to Tuesday, October 3rd, 2017. 

Following a review of all the responses, a final version of the plan will be submitted to Cherwell District Council before 

the end of the year. The plan will then be subject to independent examination and a referendum before becoming part 

of the statutory development plan for the area.  

Contact Mid-Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan Forum at info@mid-cherwell.org.uk  
 

The members of the Mid-Cherwell 

Neighbourhood Plan Forum are:  

1. Duns Tew 

2. North Aston 

3. Somerton 

4. Fritwell 

5. Ardley with Fewcott 

6. Upper Heyford 

7. Middle Aston 

8. Steeple Aston 

9. Lower Heyford 

10. Middleton Stoney 

11. Kirtlington 

12. Heyford Park 
 

The Dorchester Group (associate 

member)  

Heyford Park Residents Association (associate member)  



 

UPPER HEYFORD NEWS 

St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting 
 
 

13
th
 July     In celebration of the birthday of 

the late Ben Brain.  ‘With love 

from Karen and Sean’. 

20
th
 July In celebration of the 21

st
 wedding 

anniversary of Sue and Stewart 

Prattley. 

23
rd

 July In celebration of the birthday of 

the late Rosalie Jean Barker.  

‘Special birthday memories, loved 

forever and never forgotten.’ Ray 

X.  

 In celebration of the birthday of 

the late Jean Barker. From her 

son, Andy Draper. 

31
st
 July In memory of the late Timothy 

Tad Barker. ‘Never forgotten. 

Love, Dad’ 

11
th
 August                                                         In celebration of the 4

th
 wedding        

                                                                                                           anniversary of Marilyn and                                

                                                                                                           Timothy     Bigelow. 

Cold Callers—Nottingham Knockers! 

It’s a scam!!!! This is what the Police say: 

The young lads who go door to door, selling household products, 

often have some form of ID which they display, but this is bogus.  

The bag of household products is supplied by the man who 

employs them.  Traditionally they came from Nottingham – 

hence the name, but now, they are recruited from anywhere. 

How does it work:  The lads are supplied with the full bag and 

charged a minimal sum for the contents – it used to be 

£35.  They can keep whatever they make, above this amount. 

Usually they are deposited in an area from a Transit Van and 

given a list of streets to work.  An hour or so later they are picked 

up and dropped off, in another location.  They often work from 9 

a.m. to 9 p.m. Selling shoddy goods at inflated prices.  The 

addresses of elderly / vulnerable / gullible people are all noted. 

These are handed to the employer and there is a small amount 

of cash handed over for each one. These addresses are then 

sold in prisons and pubs.  If there is a later break-in, the 

employer expects a further cut of the proceeds. In almost every 

case of a stop check – the lads have long strings of convictions, 

for burglary and violence.  They use the skills learnt during their 

criminal activity to identify possible targets. 

N.B. If any salesperson comes to your door, we’d suggest you 

ask to see their Pedlar’s certificate - these are only issued to 

individuals under very strict conditions. 

If they are in your area, please call us immediately on 101 with a 

description of them & any associated vehicle they may be using. 

P.S. We should remember that these young lads are 

vulnerable too, and are being taken advantage of by 

unscrupulous men, but it doesn't help by encouraging the 

activity      Editor 

Warreners 

Members enjoying afternoon tea in Souldern Village Hall 
 

On the 8th August we enjoyed a lovely coach ride around 

West Oxfordshire, visiting Chipping Norton &  Burford, 

returning home via Yarnton, finishing up at Souldern 

Village Hall, where the Scullery Maids had prepared a 

sumptuous afternoon tea. It was a delightful trip and tea all 

generously paid for by Heyfordian Travel in celebration of 

its 70th anniversary.  
 

The September meeting was the Harvest Lunch prepared 

by the committee, and members were pleased to have 

Geoff & Hope with us. The harvest lunch is always an 

enjoyable get-together and a very happy occasion.  

The day was saddened by the news that Pearl a long time 

member of the club had passed away, and our thoughts 

were with Terry on the loss of Pearl. 
 

We meet again on 11th of October when we will have a 

film show, complete with choc ices in the interval, all 

starting at the normal time of 2pm in the village hall. 
 

On November the 8th we will be holding a ‘Snowman 

Drive’ instead of the usual ‘Beetle Drive’ followed by a 

quiz. New members are always welcome. Contacts: 

Brenda 233746, Sheila 232649, Veronica 232788 



 

 

The horrors of war -  Flight Lieutenant Patrick Wilson "Pat" Langford Royal Canadian Air Force 
 

75 years ago, late in the evening of 28 July, 1942, a Wellington Mark Ic bomber (serial number R1450) took off from RAF Upper 

Heyford to bomb the German shipbuilding and port city of Hamburg, Flight Lieutenant Langford was flying as an Instructor with a 

student crew. The bomber was shot down over Lübeck in northern Germany by a Luftwaffe night fighter killing 3 of the crew, the pilot 

was taken prisoner unhurt but Langford and the rear gunner were taken prisoner seriously injured. He had baled out with his 

parachute on fire and was badly burned and hospitalized for 2 months by the Germans before being sent on 1 October 1942 

to Stalag Luft III in the province of Lower Silesia near the town of Sagan (now Żagań in Poland), remembered now for the ‘Great 

Escape’ from the prison camp on March 25th, 1944. 

As prisoner No. 710 Langford was involved in the planning and excavation of the tunnel code-named "Harry" which was located 

under the barrack's stove in Room 23 of Block 104. He was also the "trapfuehrer" responsible to ensure that the red hot stove on its 

tiled piece of removable flooring was back in place over the tunnel whenever the guards were nearby. He mastered his technique to a 

point that he could close the trap door above the tunnellers cushioned with blankets to kill any hollow sound, and get the stove in 

place with carefully replaced dust and dirt within 20 seconds of a guard approaching, managing to 

save the tunnel from discovery on several occasions. The tunnel was completed in early March 

1944 measuring 106.07 m (348 ft) in length and the break-out took place 25 March. Approximately 

600 airmen had worked on various aspects of the tunnel's construction. A list of 220 people was 

compiled for the actual escape but only 80 managed to get through the tunnel and of these, four 

were apprehended at the tunnel's exit. Of a total of 76 successful escapees, 73 were recaptured, 

mostly within days of the breakout, of whom 50 were executed on the personal orders of Adolf 

Hitler, including Patrick Langford, on 31 March 1944 

The Stalag Luft III murders were war crimes perpetrated by members of the Gestapo, as a result of 

this appalling act, totally in violation of the Geneva Conventions, a 1947 military tribunal found 18 

Nazi soldiers guilty of war crimes for shooting the recaptured prisoners of war, and 13 of them were 

executed.  The remains of Flight Lieutenant  P W Langford were interred at Poznan Old Garrison 

Cemetery Plot 7, grave 34. 
 

                                 The crew of Wellington R1450: 

                                 Pilot Officer (Observer) Arthur Ferdinand—killed 

                                Sergeant (Observer) William John ATCHISON—killed 

                                Sergeant Trevor Haughton CRAY RNZAF— killed 

                                Pilot Officer F Lowe  PoW in Camp L3, PoW No 600 

                               Sergeant W White PoW No 27046 

                               Flight Lieutenant  P W Langford PoW No 710 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Perhaps there will be an opportunity to record the courage of Flight Lieutenant Patrick Langford at Heyford Park  

Information taken from various sources including Wikipedia                                                                                                                                                                                                Upper Heyford Historical Society 

Let’s remember, too, that 10,659 of 55,573 Bomber Command 

aircrew killed during the war were Canadian.  
 A Wellington bomber (affectionately known as Wimpey)           

 similar to R1450 shot down on 28 / 29 July 1942 

UPPER HEYFORD 200 CLUB 
 

Winners in  August 

1st         155                     Anita Ellis                                     £30 

2nd        19            Carole Vincent                          £20 

3rd         77                      Sharon Kemp                            £10 
 

The drawer was made by Roy Ellis 
 

Winners in  September 

1st         111            Audrey Stewart         £100 

2nd         79     Chris Smith                                      £50 
 

The drawer was made at the Flower Show 
 

Readers will know that Veronica is stepping down at 
Christmas after 25 years, so if there is anyone who would 
like to take it on please contact Veronica for details. If the 
200 Club ends it will leave a gap in the finances of the 
church, Warreners & Over 75 Parcels, so there is scope 
for other fund raising ideas. 

 

QUIZ NIGHT 

Upper Heyford Village Hall 

Saturday 18th November  

Quiz master Terry Hawkins 
 

Tickets £10 includes fish & chips / sausage & chips by 

Pollocks of Somerton 

Teams of 8, but individuals can be accommodated 

If you would like to come along you need to advise Terry on 

01869 340772 and payment needs to be made by end October 

with confirmation of what food you would like. There will be a 

raffle and currently its bring your own drink. Should be a fun 

evening so come and have some fun, it’s for adults/teenagers 

only just to ensure that there are no distractions other than the 

normal crazy humour which often occurs! 

To raise funds for an under 10's boys/girls football team at Lower 

Heyford as Heyford Athletic under 10's.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Upper_Heyford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stalag_Luft_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_Langford#cite_note-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_Hitler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_Hitler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_crime
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gestapo


 

Slow down, there’s a lot of scarecrows about in Somerton 



 

     

SOMERTON NEWS 
 

From St. James’ Church Somerton 

Farewell to the Burtons: 

David and Jill Burton have been stalwarts of St James's 

Grade 1 Listed Church over recent years, as members of 

the PCC, organising concerts, upkeep and cleaning, 

helping with services and verging at weddings and 

funerals. We are very grateful for their meticulous help with 

church finances.  

Now they have left to be nearer to their children.  They will 

be sorely missed not only by the church but the whole 

community. 

Their last service with us was on the 20
th
 August at the 

traditional Matins and Communion Service (every third 

Sunday of the month at 11am). To their surprise over 40 

people came from the village and further afield to say 

goodbye. The Reverend Stephen Griffiths presented them 

with a bottle of Champagne and a bunch of flowers. They 

both read a lesson from King James's Bible and we wish 

them well in their new life. 
 

A lot has been happening in the village in September.  The 

Annual Village Produce Show had lots of entries and was 

well attended.  On the same day the Ride & Stride took 

place, and although the weather turned downright awful we 

had a lot of visitors to the church.   

Heritage Open Days also took place when a great many 

places were open for free, many of which are usually 

closed to the general public.  We celebrated in St. James’s 

church with an exhibition of ‘Curiosities’, things you might 

not have been aware of in the history of this beautiful 

building.   

Did you know that owls, far from being the wise old birds 

we consider them today were once considered evil, 

despised creatures. That terracotta headstones were made 

almost exclusively in Oxford,(there is one in the graveyard), 

or that a Rector of St. James went on to become 

Archbishop of Canterbury and administered to Charles I on 

the scaffold?   

There is much more so why not drop in and see for 

yourself. The exhibition is still up and will remain at least 

until the end of September and the church is open every 

day. 

Finally the Scarecrow competition was celebrated with 

about 19 homemade scarecrows of varying beauty dotted 

about the village.  Run in conjunction with the Traffic 

Calming Project it proved much more popular than the 

organizers could have ever have wished.  All over 

Somerton scarecrows sat on gates, walls and bikes, from 

the walker in the south to the ‘cheeky’ man in the east.  

Donald Trump leered from the bus shelter whilst the Client 

(with regular visits from the hairdresser to renew her 

rollers) stood guard opposite a very elegant skier.  A fish 

and chip supper, provided by Minna awaits the lucky 

winner but at the time of writing the votes have yet to be 

counted.  Did it work as a traffic calming measure?  Well 

lots of cars did slow down to look.  Anyway it was great fun 

and set to be an annual tradition. 
 

Ride & Stride 2017 

This is just a short note to say thank you for all who 

participated in this year’s Ride and Stride, be it as a rider, 

strider or by manning the church, it could not have 

happened without you! 

The uptake was perhaps small this year and not really 

helped by it being probably the busiest Saturday of the 

year in our village, however we made up for it with 

enthusiasm and from what Aly and I could see on our 

cycle, St James's was about the most visited church in the 

area. Till next year, once again a big thank you! 

Catriona and Aly xx 
 
Rural Life Friday 27

th
 October. 

Somerton Local History Group will be showing a film from 

the British Film Archives. 

Charting the changes of life in our countryside through the 

rare archive footage of Britain on Film: Rural Life 

celebrates the leisure and labour of life in the countryside 

featuring Edwardian children frolicking in the hayfields of 

Surrey in 1904, the shepherd in the Scottish Borders 

protecting his flock from an encroaching storm, the work of 

a shepherd in the Scottish Borders and a blacksmith in 

Somerset, plus lots more. 

See advert for more details or call Rosemary on 01869 

345439.  Open to everyone.  Admission £4 to include wine 

& nibbles. 
 

Saturday 28
th

 October A Grand Jumble Sale.  Time to 

throw out all those summer t-shirts and all the winter 

jerseys you have carefully kept but will never wear again.  

Profits will go to the Local History Group but nothing is 

wasted.  Anything left goes to the charity shop so everyone 

benefits.  Come and find a bargain.  See advert for details 

or call Rosemary 01869 345439  

Shirley has moved! 
 

Just to let you know that I have finally moved. 

I've had some very happy, and some not so happy times 

in the village and have loved living in Somerton, but, after 

37 years have decided it's time for pastures new.  I shall 

hopefully be back from time to time, to ring the bells and 

attend events, and not to miss the Harvest Supper or the 

famous Beetle Drive 

A very nice lady called Julia Bellamy will be moving into 

The Coach House and I hope she will be welcomed into 

the village, I know she is looking forward to joining in 

village life.  

Hope to see you all at the Harvest Supper on Tuesday the 

10th October, Shirley  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The speaker for September was Gill Crawford who lives in 

Somerton.  Born in Bletchley she was inspired to go to work at 

Bletchley Park as a volunteer guide and has been there well 

over 4 years.  She supplied us each with a map illustrating all 

the buildings and huts and gave us a verbal tour through the 

complex.  Obviously an excellent guide she is extremely 

knowledgeable and answered all the questions we had.  

Those of us who hadn’t been were keen to go and even those 

who thought they knew the place were surprised by what has 

been done in the past few years.  It appears that almost every 

week something new is happening so make the effort to find it 

(not the easiest thing without a satnav) and you are 

recommended to take the tour. 

October will be our Harvest Supper when we get together 

with any visitors who wish to come to enjoy a veritable 2 

course feast of wine & home- made food.  For more 

information 

and ticket availability please call 01869 345439 or email 

deddlib@hotmail.com 

Visitors £8        Members £3 
 

SOMERTON SOCIAL CLUB – 2017 EVENT CALENDAR 
 

October 

Saturday 14th October – Skittles Night 

Sunday 29th October  - Sunday Session 

November 

Saturday 25th November – Murder Mystery Night 

Date TBC - Film Night 

Sunday 26th November - Sunday Session 

December 

Saturday 9th December – Christmas Lunch and Party 

Date TBC - Reindeer Drive 

Date TBC - Film Night 

 
 

RURAL LIFE 

 

 

 
 

SOMERTON LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

From the British Film Archives 

Barnes Memorial Hall 

Friday 27
th

 October 

7.45p.m. 

Admission £4 to include wine and nibbles 



 

Events Calendar - At a Glance 

Wednesday 11 October Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm 

Saturday 14 October Fritwell Market , Village Hall, 10am—2pm 

Tuesday 17 October The Forum, Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30 
Dr Peter Stoddart on  James 1 & The King James Bible + Royal Navy 

Sunday 22 October St James, Somerton, Pet Service 9.30am 

Monday 23 October Heyfords WI—Group of the WI 

Friday 27 October Somerton Village Hall, British Film Archives Rural Life 7.45pm 

Saturday 28 October Somerton Village Hall, Grand Jumble Sale 2—4pm 

Sunday 29 October Heyford Park Community Garden, Halloween Eye Ball Hunt 2—4pm 

Wednesday 1 November RBL Heyfords Branch, Bill King talk -  

‘The Poppy—symbol of Remembrance’ 

Wednesday 8 November Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm 

Saturday 11 November Art Exhibition & Sale, Upper Heyford Village Hall 11am—4.30pm 

Saturday 11 November Fritwell Market , Village Hall, 10am—2pm 

Sunday 12 November  Remembrance Sunday, St Mary’s Upper Heyford  
Church service at 10am followed by Act of Remembrance  
at the War Memorial 10,45 for 11am 

Saturday 18 November Quiz Night, Upper Heyford Village Hall 7 for 7.30pm 

Saturday 18 November Creative Craft Christmas Market, Souldern Village Hall 

Saturday 2 December  Heyford Park Christmas Bazaar, The Chapel, 10.30—3pm 


