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This lovely photo of the cottages in High Street, Upper Heyford (known affectionately as Bunny Row) appears on the 

Picturesque England Calendar 2017 produced by Salmon Calendars for the month of September alongside such 

prestigious buildings as the Royal Pavilion, Brighton, Norwich Cathedral & Stokesay Castle, Shropshire.  

And to think that we almost lost these cottages in 1937, when there was a proposal to knock them down and replace 

them with two pairs of semi-detached council homes! Only the timely intervention of the Rector, the Reverend Prestidge 

saved the day.                                                                                                                       Upper Heyford Historical Society 



 

Church Services in  the Valley 



 

The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 

Rev Stephen Griffiths 01869 222572 steph78griff@hotmail.com 

Rev Geoff Price 01869 346262 geoffandhope@yahoo.com 

Benefice Office 01869 233687 administrator@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 

BENEFICE OFFICE 
572 Brice Road, Heyford Park, OX25 5TE Tel: 01869 233687                                  

 

NEW OFFICE HOURS  Monday, Wednesday & Friday  9.30 –2.30            Tel: 01869 233687                          
 

To book a wedding or baptism Tel: 01869 233687   administrator@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 
 

www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 
Outside office hours please leave either a telephone or email message or in the case of an emergency               

please telephone 01869 233249 or 07889 444 616  

Dear friends, 

Bless this House 

 

Happy Epiphany! Not the usual greeting at the beginning of the year, but as each year unfolds the church observes the 

month long season of Epiphany. We use the word ‘epiphany’ to describe a moment of illumination or revelation. When 

the light of truth and love enriches our lives we feel changed for the better – a lightbulb moment. That experience is 

rooted in the biblical story of the visit of the wise men to Jesus. Their visit from the lands of the East, possibly Babylon - 

modern day Iraq, brought them face to face with God. Their search was over. They left Bethlehem with fresh 

understanding and joy in their hearts. It was the first of many ‘epiphany’ moments that would surround the life of Jesus 

as countless people found in him the light of God’s truth and love. And so in the season of Epiphany Christians celebrate 

the way that the light of Christ still shines into the darkness of our world, making faith, hope and love a reality. 

Whether you are a believer or not I am sure we are all hoping for the light of love to overcome the forces of darkness 

and turmoil in 2017. The year ahead is going to bring some substantial changes in national, European, Middle Eastern 

and global politics. For some it could be an unsettling year. Others may face personal challenges which will leave them 

shaken. We are going to need to hold fast to wholesome values of friendship, compassion, and faithfulness (which can’t 

be legislated for) if we are going to stand secure and build healthy communities for ourselves and future generations. 

Instead of new year’s resolutions (which in my experience fade so fast!) why not try to share the light and love of 

Epiphany into the dark places we come across? The changes we want to see in our lives, our nation and our world can 

begin with small acts of love and compassion in everyday life.  

Christians often pray for God’s blessing. To be blessed is to be open to God’s will and obedient to his direction. It’s then 

that we experience God’s purpose for our lives. There is an Epiphany tradition which encourages people to pray for 

God’s blessing on their homes and churches. It involves writing above the front door in chalk the following numbers and 

letters: 

20 + C + M + B + 17 

The numbers 20 and 17 signify the year and the letters signify the Latin phrase ‘Christus Mansionem Benedicat’ – 

‘Christ bless this house’. The letters C, M and B may also have something to do with the legendary names of the three 

kings – Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar – but I think that’s just a happy coincidence.  

It may be that we already feel blessed and content with our lives. That is certainly something to be thankful for. But if 

you are seeking God’s blessing and long for an ‘epiphany’ moment why not get the chalk out and pray this prayer? 

O God, make the door of this house wide enough to receive all who need human love and fellowship; narrow enough to 

shut out all envy, pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth enough to be no stumbling block to children or to straying 

feet, but rugged and strong enough to turn back the temper’s power. God, make the door of this house the gateway to 

your kingdom. Amen.  



 

 

WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY 

 

THE FORUM 

Upper Heyford Reading Room 

Tuesday 21st February at 7.30pm 
 

Talk by Peter Stoddart 

   "Reviewing Misconceptions in History:  

re-appraising Cromwell, the American Civil War and 

battle casualties in the First World War". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Open to all 

Donations on the night most welcome 

A Cherwell Valley Churches initiative  

 

Pop-up Cafe 
St Mary’s Lower Heyford 

Thursday mornings 11am—12.30pm 
 

A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of fresh 
coffee or tea, home made sandwiches and cake 

Open to all during term time, advisable to check if happening 
on a particular date by contacting Emily 

at emilyannedaly@gmail.com 
 

Free of charge although donations towards running costs 
gratefully received 

Children’s Groups Heyford Park 
 

Wednesday 
10.00am Heyford Ark (Parent & Toddler) followed by 
Lighthouse cafe at 11.30 
6pm God’s Gang (Youth Group) 
 

Friday 
4.30pm Kids Church (Reception year 5) 
7.00pm Epic (9-12 year olds) 

Oxfordshire county council wants to know what you 

think about its draft proposal to abolish all six councils 

in Oxfordshire and replace them with a one new council 

for the whole county, called a ‘unitary’ council.  

Join the debate 
This is a draft proposal and Oxfordshire County Council 
wants to hear from residents, before finalising the 
proposal and sending it to the government for a 
decision.   
 

To find out more and have your say, go to 

www.oneoxfordshire.org or come to a drop-in event at a 

library near you. Dates of the events are available on 

the website. 



 

Monday Healthy Heyford Walks  

Why not join us! 

We meet at Upper Heyford Village Hall at 09:55 

am (unless otherwise arranged) Walks last for 

approx. 2 – 2 ½ hours; and are usually about 5 – 6 

miles in length unless otherwise stated. 

It’s a social occasion too, we talk as much as we 

walk! 

 

BUS TIMETABLE—HEYFORDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(times shown are for Heyford Park, Heyford 
villages will vary slightly) 
 

Bus Services from Heyford Park to Oxford 
Monday to Friday 
05.51; 06.51;  07.54; 09.05; 10.15; 11.15; 
12.15; 13.15; 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.38; 
18.40 
 

Saturdays 
06.20; 07.20; 08.15 and then at quarter past 
each hour till 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.33; 
18.35 
 

Bus Services from Heyford Park 
to Bicester 
Monday to Friday 
06.17; 07.12; 08.24; 09.28; 10.43; 11.43; 
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52; 
17.57;  19.02; 19.54 
 

Saturdays 
06.45; 07.43;; 08.43; 09;43; 10.43; 11.43; 
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52;17.57; 
19.02; 19.59 
 

Bus Services from Oxford to Heyford Park 
Monday to Friday 
06.35;  07.45; 09.00; 10.05 then at 5 past 
each hour every hour till 15.05; 16.10;  17.15; 
18.25; and 19.20 
 

Saturdays 
07.05 and then at five past each hour till 
15.05; 16.10; 17.15; 18.25; 19.20 
 

Bus Services from Bicester to Heyford 
Park 
Monday to Friday 
06.35;  07.35; 08.50; 10.00 and then on each 
hour from till 1500; 16.03; 17.15; 18.20; 
19.20 
 

Saturdays 
07.05; 08.00 and then on the hour each hour 
till 15.00; 16.03; 17.15;18.20; 1920 

 
 

Poppy Collection 2016 
 
 

On behalf of the Royal British Legion and 
the uncountable number of veterans and 
their families which it supports, I would like 
to thank you for the most generous 
collection in the twenty or so years I have 
been your Poppy Appeal Organiser, with a 
wonderful £1,466 donated by the 
Heyfords, Somerton and Rousham. 

 

Once again, our tireless collectors – Emily Daly in Lower Heyford, 
Denise Ball in Caulcott, Jack Goodman in Upper Heyford and Charles 
Cottrell Dormer in Rousham (who also organizes a full Remembrance 
Service with a generous collection) – did an outstanding job. You might 
notice that I am missing collectors in Heyford Park and Somerton: this 
is a very rewarding role and need not be demanding so I’d be delighted 
to hear from any volunteers (perhaps a group, to enjoy going round 
together) on 01869 340109 or james@macnamar.net. 
 

I am equally grateful to all our pubs and shops who sacrificed precious 
counter space for a poppy tray. The customers of the Heyford Park 
Community Store and Lower Heyford Canal Shop, the Barley Mow, the 
Horse & Groom and the Bell were clearly even more generous than 
ever to reach this year’s record total. There were also brimming 
collection trays at the Remembrance Service in Somerton but I also 
noticed quite a few people who came to the act of remembrance at the 
Upper Heyford war memorial afterwards quietly slipping a contribution 
into the poppy tin there as well. 
 

A new thing this year (mainly because I didn’t think to ask them last 
year!) was the Heyford Park Free School, who kindly hosted a poppy 
tray on their front desk which, when I called, was staffed by a pair of 
impressively courteous and welcoming pupils. While this added to the 
collection, more importantly, I hope, it increased awareness among a 
new generation. I value this enormously: 2016 was the centenary year 
of the Somme and Jutland and I commemorated a step great 
grandfather in Invincible and a great uncle leading the Royal Irish 
Rifles who perished but it is so important that those who will follow us 
generate their own memories. 
 

So, thank you so much to all who collected, donated, organized and, 
especially, commemorated – we will remember them.                       
 

James Macnamara – Poppy Appeal Organiser 



 

The path to helping countryside wildlife 
 

There are few things finer than a good walk. The exercise and fresh 

air help keep us physically fit, and the open space and distance from 

day-to-day distractions benefit our mental health. 

In the Cherwell valley we are blessed with some beautiful walks. 

Footpaths, bridleways and the canal towpath all provide free access 

to the countryside surrounding our villages. But some walkways may 

not be what they seem. 

As many local farmers have adopted wildlife-friendly farming 

schemes, you may have noticed a network of grassy margins around 

field edges has started to appear in some areas. At first glance they 

look like the perfect shortcut, or an alternative place to let the dog off 

for a run. However, this is not the case. These field margins are 

doing a job. They are carefully created, managed and usually paid for by you, the taxpayer, to help the environment in very specific 

ways. They may be placed to buffer a sensitive natural feature such as a hedgerow or watercourse. Here they ensure any chemicals 

used to grow crops stay in the crop, and not in the water supply (where your water supplier will charge you extra for the costs of 

removing it). In flood-prone catchments such as areas, these strips can reduce flooding by slowing the runoff of rainwater, and help 

control the erosion of soil from fields. 

Field margins are also a valuable habitat in their own right. They provide habitat for many butterflies such as the meadow brown and 

marbled white, sources of insects for farmland birds such as yellowhammers, winter cover for hares and partridge, and connecting 

corridors for vulnerable species such as harvest mice. One person walking on a field margin might not seem to do much harm. But 

repeated use – especially with a dog - will soon start to impact local wildlife, even if you don’t notice it. Birds and mammals are 

particularly sensitive to disturbance during early spring, and when weather conditions are harsh. 

As walkers, each of must use our public rights of way properly. This includes making sure we know where they are, and remembering 

to keep all dogs under effective control, such that they do not disturb wildlife or farm animals. 

It’s a simple reminder, but when the whole community takes it to heart, then we all benefit from experiencing first-hand the nature and 

special countryside on our doorsteps. 
 

By Kirsty Brannan, RSPB Senior Conservation Officer 

Field margin for wildlife, not walking 

Please remember to keep to the public rights of way shown on the map 

Public rights of way 
shown in black in 
print and red on the 
webpage 



 

LOWER HEYFORD BOWLS CLUB 
 

The game of bowls is best known for the remark allegedly 

made by Sir Francis Drake in 1588 as he played bowls on 

Plymouth Hoe, that there was plenty of time to finish the 

game and still beat the Spaniards, whose Armada was 

approaching.  The game is still played in towns and villages 

throughout the country.  Some play crown green, we play 

flat green, but then, bowls is bowls.  In recent years there 

has been a steady decline in the number of clubs carrying 

forward this ancient and proud tradition; sadly, Lower 

Heyford has not escaped this trend finding itself significantly depleted in terms of membership but is determined 

to do all it can to keep the Club in existence. 

Our 2017 season will open on Wednesday 26 April.  Our Club Night is every Wednesday throughout the season 

when the Club is open from 6.00pm.  New members will be very welcome, so if you fancy giving bowls a try, 

please come along wearing flat-soled footwear.  Our bowling green and clubhouse is on Station Road (B4030) 

opposite the row of cottages, between the boatyard and The Lane, on the right going toward the station or on the 

left coming from the station.  Parking is through the field gate at the west end – keep your eye out for our banner 

against the hedge next to the field gate!  If you have no experience of the game we will teach you to bowl and we 

have a stock of bowls of all sizes for use by novice bowlers. 

Additionally this season we will be holding a series of open Bowls and Barbecue events at a cost of £5 per person 

and there will be a cash bar.  These events will be held on the first Saturday of each month throughout the 

season commencing 6th May to 2nd September. 

You can turn up at either a Club night or one of these Saturday events; you can also register now with our 

Secretary Sharon Keen so we can keep you updated.  Sharon can be contacted via our Facebook page, or email 

Sharon.keenuk@gmail.com, or telephone 01869-232880. 

We look forward to seeing you on the green. 

Cathy Steer 

Cathy played such a large 

part in so many lives and in 

so many communities that 

she leaves a gaping void for 

an enormous number of 

people. Some of us knew 

her as the jolly face of the 

Fritwell and satellite Post 

Offices, others as the 

stalwart committee member, the catering queen, and the 

tireless attendee at as many local events as she could fit 

into her busy schedule. Many of us knew her as all these 

things and more. Recently Cath opened a Café at the family 

business in Fritwell. She was very excited about this venture 

because it was something she had wanted to do for a very 

long time, qualified as she was in what we now call 

“hospitality management”. A more hospitable hostess one 

could not hope to find. And in a typical gesture of selfless 

generosity the entire proceeds of the opening day were 

donated to Macmillan. Cath leaves behind her husband, 

Alex, brother Gordon, sisters-in-law Kate and Sylvia and 

many cousins, aunts and uncles. To quote Gordon on the 

day after she died: “we are lucky to have known her for as 

long as we did”.                                       Taken from Three Parishes  



 



 

Poetry Corner 
 
 

Love Poem by Vivian de Sola Pinto 
 

As I sat at my old desk, writing 

in golden evening sunshine, 

my wife came in suddenly 

and, standing beside me 

said, “I love you” 

(this year she will be sixty-three and I shall be sixty-eight) 

Then I looked at her and saw 

not the grey-haired woman but the girl I married in 1922: 

poetry shining through that faithful prose, 

a fresh flower in bloom. 

I said, “You are a rose” 

(Thinking how awful it would have been if I had missed her) 

and I kissed her. 
 

With Valentine’s Day on the horizon, a love poem seemed the obvious choice for Poetry Corner.  This one, by Vivian de 

Sola Pinto, is not about the wild and heady excitement of young love, or the delicious mystery of receiving Valentine 

cards from unknown admirers.  This poem speaks of love which lasts through the years, maturing into something safe 

and dependable.  It may not be as intoxicating as it once was, but it has the greater depth and richness which come 

when two people share all the joys and trials of life together.  I find it very beautiful. 
 

Vivian de Sola Pinto’s parents were of Portuguese-Jewish ancestry.  He was born in Hampstead and went to Oxford to 

read Classics, but at the start of WW1, he volunteered for military service and fought alongside Siegfried Sassoon, who 

became a close friend.  After the war, Pinto returned to Oxford, but changed to reading English and graduated in 

1921.  He became Professor of English at Nottingham University, was a leading authority on D.H.Lawrence and 

appeared for the defence of Penguin books in the 1960 “Lady Chatterley’s Lover” trial.  He died in 1969. 
 

Heather Burt.  

Fatal Aviation Accident at Middle Aston: A Pilot Killed  

The Healthy Heyford Walkers on their Monday morning saunter 
often pause to pay their respects at the memorial stone leaning 
against a tree in the field between the canal and Middle Aston. 
Mary found the details of the accident, which is summarised 
below: 

Banbury Guardian 7th February 1918.  About four o’clock on 
Tuesday afternoon the engine of a single seater biplane 
travelling from Wolvercote, when over Middle Aston, was 
observed to be ‘firing’ badly and the aviator circled around 
several times and then planed down somewhat sharply on to the 
Grange Farm.  Two labourers who saw the decent, and 
anticipated an accident, proceeded to the scene of the landing 
and found that the aeroplane had ‘crashed’ and the aviator was 
killed apparently from a broken neck, though there were other 
injuries to the head and other parts of the body. The body was 
removed to the Grange Farm, where an inquest will be heard 
today (Thursday).  The deceased was discovered to be Second 
Lieutenant Hardie of Esher, Kent, and was nineteen years of 
age.  The landing was made in a ridge and furrow field, and the 
propeller, which was smashed evidently caught the succeeding 
ridge as the plane landed in one of the depressions at a sharp 
angle, and the plane crumpled up with fatal effect.  The 
deceased had told Second Lieutenant Jack Saer of the RFC that 
he was going to bring a plane from Birmingham, and that he was 
nervous.  The machine was a single seater scout and Lieutenant 
Roland Davis of the Aerodrome, Oxford, said that from inquiries 
that he had made he believed that the cause of the accident was 
the unfavourable conditions of the weather for flying and the bad 
landing ground. 

 

The memorial stone, presumably at one time 
standing on the spot of the crash, is now to be 
found leaning against a tree in the field.   
Let’s remember the Wright brothers and the  
young men who pioneered the early days of 
manned flight, many losing their lives as a result. 



 



 

The Friends of Heyford Station 
 

In May 2007 Oxfordshire County Council (OCC), in association 

with First Great Western (FGW) [now Great Western Railway 

(GWR)], contacted Lower Heyford parish council with an invitation 

for local volunteers to “adopt” Heyford Station. 

In response to this, at an inaugural meeting held in September 

2007, an independent station adoption group was established 

under the auspices of the Association of Community Rail 

Partnerships (ACoRP) and with the approval of FGW - the group 

to be titled: The Friends of Heyford Station. 

Subsequently in July 2008, a (FGW template) constitution was 

formally adopted which set out the aims of the group, working in 

partnerships with all stakeholders, as appropriate, to: 

• promote practical environmental enhancement works, 

principally through volunteers, for the benefit of the 

community and rail passengers 

• publicise and raise awareness of the benefits of “green 

transport”; the train; and attractions in the station and its 

environs that could increase station “footfall” 

• encourage community involvement and ownership, 

especially by young people and schools, in conservation, 

environment and associated educational artworks, poetry, 

competition etc. at the station and its environs 

• encourage local business to improve their own properties 

and to sponsor environmental enhancements in the station 

area 

• campaign for improved infrastructure, facilities and 

services. 
 

In the intervening years these aims have been effectively distilled 

into the principal practical activities of: 

• gardening - involving not just essential weeding and 

pruning but also the installation and maintenance of what 

have become impressive horticultural displays embracing 

both large beds and platform planters 

• station watching - where the overall aim has been to make 

the station as welcoming and secure as possible for all 

concerned by keeping on top of the deterrent effects of 

littering, graffiti and vandalism 

• information - by monitoring the quality and effectiveness of 

information being provided by GWR and suggesting 

appropriate changes and improvements accordingly 

• station improvements - through campaigning with GWR for 

better services and infrastructure improvements. 
 

At their meeting on 16th July 2008, held in Kizzie’s at Heyford 

Wharf, the Friends adopted a Constitution and an associated 

Action Plan - both of which formally embodied the aims and 

objectives described in our recent bulletin. 

Those present were: David Harris (Chairman), Roger Bowen 

(Secretary), Lesley Higgins (Treasurer) plus committee members: 

David Dare, Barbara Harris, Howard Higgins & Alan 

Humberstone. 

Also present were general members Chris Halek & Janet Lince; 

FGW representatives Simon Holden (Service Delivery Manager) 

& Geoff Capes (Station Manager) and Adrian Saunders (Rail 

Development Officer for OCC). 

In addition to the aforementioned adoptions, the range of topics 

discussed during this first formal meeting of the Friends of 

Heyford Station as an independent organisation was fairly typical 

of what has continued to be the type of matters that are still being 

routinely addressed. 

The matters covered included:  

the volume & realignment of the platform speakers, which were 

inadvertently being heard more readily by local residents than by 

passengers - which adjustments successfully took place shortly 

after; 

the slippery state of some of the steps on the new footbridge - 

which was later resolved by the incorporation of appropriate non-

slip material; 

the retention of the informal disabled access to the Oxford 

platform - although it was reported that British Waterways wanted 

to close the breach in the wall (which had been made during the 

footbridge renewal works) FGW subsequently persuaded them 

otherwise [although the official online Network Rail page for the 

station does not formally recognise this particular step-free 

access]; 

a platform display case for FoHS material - which was soon 

installed thanks to OCC & FGW; 

CCTV at the station - regrettably (and contrary to the successful 

outcomes related above) this still remains an unfulfilled aspiration; 

graffiti, vandalism & the theft of station plants - sadly three very 

unpleasant things that occur from time to time but thankfully only 

at (what might be mis-described as) a tolerable & manageable 

level. 

The other principal topic that has not been mentioned is that of 

gardening, all aspects of which have been especially successfully 

pursued and about which a lot more will be written next time.  

Peter John 

World Cancer Day 2017 February 4th  
Ten charities are joining together for the UK’s 
second World Cancer Day which takes place on 
4 February, six more charities than took part last 
year. Cancer Research UK, Breast Cancer 
Care, Breast Cancer Now, CLIC Sargent, the 
Movember Foundation, Anthony Nolan, Bowel 
Cancer UK, Children’s Cancer and Leukaemia Group, Marie 
Curie and The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity are uniting for 
World Cancer Day, and are encouraging supporters to purchase 
and wear a Unity Band, suggested donation of £2. The Unity 
Band is made of two parts, knotted together, to “represent 
strength in unity and the power of what can be achieved when 
people join forces”. 



 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

IN 2016! 

From everyone at Katharine 
House, a huge thank you to all of 
you in our community who have 
helped Katharine House Hospice 
over the last 12 months. Whether 
you volunteer your time, donate to 
our shops, take part in the 
Midnight Walk or Santa Fun Run, 
climb a mountain or hold a cake sale or fashion show, 
you’re making a real difference to hundreds of people in 
the local area who are facing life-limiting illness. We 
couldn’t carry on providing our services without your help. 
Thank you again, and we look forward to seeing you all in 
2017! 
 

COULD YOU VOLUNTEER AT KATHARINE HOUSE? 
We’re always looking for volunteers to help us deliver a 
variety of services. Volunteers are an integral part of the 
work we do in our hospice and in the community. 
 

Volunteer roles include: 

Catering Assistants 

Kitchen Assistants 

Receptionists 

Complementary Therapists 

Patient Drivers 

Shop Volunteers 

General Day Hospice 

Ward Clerks 

Gardeners 
 

For more information please visit our website 
(www.khh.org.uk) or contact Joanna Morris, Volunteer Co-
ordinator on 01295 811866, email 
volunteering@khh.org.uk 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Remember you can keep up to date with all our events 
and everything that’s happening at the Hospice, as well as 
buy tickets to our events and donate to Katharine House 
by visiting our website: www.khh.org.uk  
 

DO YOU KNOW SEO? 
Do you have experience optimising website content for 
search engines? Can you help us fine tune our content to 
make it easier for people in our community to find what 
they’re looking for? If you can spare a few hours to help us 
provide a better online service to people facing life-limiting 
illnesses, please get in touch with Chris on 01295 816 
484, or email chris.higgins@khh.org.uk  
 

SAVE THE DATE: MIDNIGHT WALK 2017 
Our 11th Midnight Walk will be taking place on Saturday 24 
June 2017. If you’d like to take part or volunteer, please 
save the date in your diary! You can sign up on our 
website at www.khh.org.uk.  
 

KNITTING PATTERNS BOOKLET NOW AVAILABLE TO 
DOWNLOAD 
If you’d like to knit some knitted novelties for our Easter 
Knits campaign, you can now download the Easter Knitting 
Patterns booklet directly from our website – 
www.khh.org.uk/easter-knitting   

 

The Heyford’s WI report 
 

Here we are in 2017 with another year 

gone. At our first meeting of the year we 

welcomed Bill Jeffries who gave a talk 

entitled ’Looking for Shaun the Sheep’. In 

2015, Shaun the Sheep starred in ‘Shaun 

in the City’, the title of two charity art trails across Bristol 

and London, all organised by the Wallace & Gromit’s 

Children’s Foundation. 

These trails contained 120 colourful creative sculptures of 

Aardman’s award-winning characters, designed by artists 

and household names from the worlds of film, art, 

animation and fashion. Then sculptures adorned iconic 

locations and green spaces across the two cities in spring 

and summer. The aim, with the help of a map and a 

special designed app, was to walk the trails to find the 

sheep, some in quite difficult places.  In October 2015, the 

‘flock’ went under the hammer in a grand art auction, 

raising a fantastic £1,087,900 for Wallace & Gromit’s 

Children’s Charity and The Grand Appeal to support sick 

children across the UK.  

At our February meeting we will be welcoming Amanda 

Wood who will be talking on ‘Burma just opened up’. If you 

find this talk appeals to you, do come along and join us 

you will be most welcome.  Call or email for further details. 

Lynn Humberstone 01869 340596 

email:lynnhumberstone@btinternet.com 

Have you considered making a donation towards 

the cost of producing Valley News? 
 

Many parishioners kindly make regular donations towards 

the cost of producing Valley News, and fortunately with 

the support too of local parish councils and the advertisers 

it is possible to provide it FREE to every household.  

It is produced on an entirely voluntary basis, the only cost 

being the printing, so if you enjoy it, please consider 

making a donation towards its production costs. 

Please note too, that we welcome copy from 

individuals on any subject of general interest 



 

Coarse gardening  
Gardening?  What gardening?  It hasn’t exactly been gardening weather recently, has it?  Actually, I haven’t done a fat 

lot outside since those unusually mild autumn days, when I did at least plant some bulbs, so this piece will be more like 

Notes From The Fireside than comments on my whirl of winter activity.  The bulbs, by the way, were English bluebells; 

at least, I hope they were.  I bought some last year, but when they flowered they turned out to be the paler blue French 

ones (not the big, fat, strappy Spanish ones, thank goodness, which want to take over the world).  They were disappoint-

ing at best.  However, I have found a source of proper English bluebells grown in Lincolnshire fields under licence, so I 

am giving them a try.  Planting them was fun, because we hadn’t had rain for weeks and the ground was like 

rock.  Good exercise for septuagenarians, I can tell you. 

So, a lot of my plantaholic activity has been indoors since then.  We are so fortunate to have the big conservatory at the 

back of the house, west facing but normally unheated, and just now it is full of colour.  There are pots of Christmas cac-

tus flowering abundantly in shades of pink through to rich red, and cyclamen building up to their annual climax, some 

hyacinths coming along, a huge white jasmine along the back wall, just becoming covered in buds, a red geranium now 

nearly ten feet tall, and a 24” pot of Kaffir Lilies (Clivia hybrids) with flower spikes developing.  This plant started out as a 

single ‘head’ with strap-shaped leaves, looking rather like a leek, and one flower spike, from Sainsbury’s, many years 

ago.  It now has about twenty heads - too hard to count them all - and a glorious, if rather brief, flowering season in Feb-

ruary.  The big pots of Hippeastrums (Amarillis if you prefer), again, decades old, are still dormant.  They have got into a 

natural flowering rhythm, their massive trumpets appearing in spring.  If you have been given one for Christmas and 

would like to keep it going, re-pot it after flowering, into a much bigger pot, with rich compost, feed it and water it assidu-

ously, give it lots of sunshine, and stand it outside in a hot, sunny corner in the summer until its leaves die down.  Then 

let it dry out completely and don’t water again until it shows signs of regrowth. The bulb will divide and eventually form a 

clump, producing whole bunches of flowers.  Pot it on after flowering every year. This is well worth the effort.  Far too 

many of these are just thrown away after the flowers fade, which is such a waste, and they can be a glory. 

Some of the cyclamen, as I have mentioned before, are many years old.  A large pan contains a trio of white ones, the 

small-flowered sort, which produce hundreds of flowers.  On impulse, I picked some to add to a New Year’s Day posy, 

which was mainly yellow jasmine, variegated ivy and winter box.  The cyclamen flowers outlived the rest and we put 

them in a small vase on their own.  They are still there, on the kitchen table, looking like finest, pure white porcelain and 

scenting the air with a wonderful, delicate fragrance.  The kitchen is both warm and not all that bright, in contrast to the 

cold conservatory; a cyclamen in a pot would not survive there for long.  They hate to be too warm and shady.  But the 

cut flowers just go on and on. I can’t tell you how long they last, as they’re still at it. This is something I didn’t know you 

could do.  I’ve never seen cyclamen used as cut flowers. I bet the large-flowered type would do just as well. 

The days are getting longer and there are just a few signs that winter, though it is still very much with us, is on the 

slide.  We are woken up around dawn on cold and frosty mornings by the chinking of blackbirds on the lawn, a sound 

which is redolent of spring and summer evenings.  The other day there were fifteen of them out there!  They quarrel over 

the peanuts we scatter, starting early to get there before the crows.  We noted the first yellow lamb’s-tail catkins on De-

cember 27th, and the early snowdrops beside the road at Middleton Stoney were in flower on January 12th.  The snow-

drops in my garden had put their noses through the soil before Christmas, but are nowhere near flowering yet.  They 

have been doing their trick of squeezing bulbs out of the soil, though; I collected a fat pocketful recently and put them in 

a pot so that they can be admired at close quarters in due course. I have a love of snowdrops, as you may have gath-

ered by now, which dates back to boyhood.  We never had them in our garden, and nor did anyone I knew, and neither 

did you see them in ordinary gardens around the town, but my morning paper round took in much of the posh end (the 

evening round was the opposite, both geographically and socially, and most of it no longer exists; slum clearance...) and 

some of the big houses had fat clumps of them.  Lord Thing - he of the 1936 Rolls Royce which, notoriously, never 

lacked petrol throughout the war, and the heated orchid house which remained warm despite the years of harshest ra-

tioning - Lord Thing (The Times for his Lordship and the Daily Mirror for his cook) lived in a big Victorian pile at the end 

of an avenue of pleached limes, where thousands of snowdrops flourished 

every year, followed by crocuses, small wild-type daffodils and blue and 

white wood anemones. Breathtaking. So snowdrops are classified in my 

mind with regal vintage cars and rare orchids, unattainably desirable for lads 

delivering papers for five bob a week. Until now. Forget the Rolls, but or-

chids and snowdrops are cheap enough these days.  Who’d ha’ thought it. 

Happy New Year to you all.  Let’s hope it really is one, if the politicians don’t 

muck it up. Roger Burt 



 

What should we do to at least attempt to reduce 

traffic speeds in our villages? 
 

There is lots of advice on the internet, most of the 

suggestions are incredibly ugly and unsuitable for rural 

villages like ours. The number one priority must surely be 

to resist any so called ‘road improvements’ which will 

simply make life easier for the motorist and encourage 

higher speeds. 

The general advice seems to be as follows: 

Signs alone may not be sufficient to reduce speeds to the 

desired level. In such instances, some form of physical 

engineering measures may be required to ensure that the 

speeds are reduced sufficiently and then controlled 

throughout the village. However, many rural main roads 

carry relatively high volumes of traffic, including 

commercial vehicles, and the use of vertical deflections 

may result in environmental problems of noise and ground 

borne vibration, particularly if full-width road humps are 

used to control vehicle speeds. In order to be effective, 

signing and marking measures need to be conspicuous. 

This can conflict with wider environmental objectives in 

designing schemes that are sympathetic to the local 

landscape. 

Where speed reductions have been achieved, these have 

not been sustained over any distance, and speeds within 

villages have at most been reduced by 1 or 2 mph if there 

are no additional measures in place. For maximum benefit, 

gateways need to be used in conjunction with other 

measures within the village, so that drivers are made 

aware that lower speeds are required throughout. 

A report entitled Natural Traffic Calming: guidance and 

research report concluded that the calming of roads as 

they enter settlements requires a process of adjustment 

and transition involving a range of different physical and 

perceptual factors. 

The road through Heyford Park is a very good example of 

what should be avoided in a rural setting, perhaps a 

scheme along the lines of the one in Wendlebury shown 

above might be considered as suitable for the approach 

into Upper Heyford village. A speed camera is probably 

the only solution for the B4030 through Caulcott & Lower 

Heyford!  

We would do well to remember that many of the 

speeding drivers in our villages LIVE in our villages!!! 

Community Education, Marlborough School, Woodstock 

We run an extensive programme of courses for adults within the 
school all year round (apart from school holidays). 
Our next Saturday workshop is: (check our website for up-to-
date availability): 

Saturday 4 March: 
Patchwork (by Machine) for Beginners 9.30am-4.30pm £41+ma-

terials 
Badminton 10-11am £10 

iPad / iPhone for Beginners 9.30am-12.30pm £20 
Punch Board Crafts 10am-1pm £20 +materials 
Yoga: Exploring Yin and Yang 10am-1pm £20 

Sugarcraft Cupcake Decorating – Pretty Cupcake Toppers 10am
-1pm £26 +materials 

Traditional Upholstery Workshop 10am-4.30pm £50 +materials 
Painting Using Special Effects 10am-4pm £35 

Italian Cookery: Risotto and Lemon Scaloppine 10am-4pm £39 
+ingredients 

Stained Glass 10am-5pm £41 +materials 
Singing for the Terrified 10.30am-1pm £20 (or £30 if attend both 

singing workshops on same day) 
Archery 11.05am-12.05pm £10 

iPad / iPhone for Improvers 1-4pm £20 
Pilates with Balls and Bands 2-4pm £13.50 

SongThreads Choir Workshop 2-4.30pm £20 (or £30 if attend 
both singing workshops on same day) 

 

A full weekly programme of courses began in January.  Some 
of the classes can be joined pro rata, subject to availability dur-
ing the term, these are listed below: 
Pilates (Thurs 11.15am) 
Yoga (spaces Mon 7.30pm, Tues 4.30pm, Wed 7pm, Thurs 
9.30am) 
Tai Chi 6.15pm Tuesdays spaces until 31/1 
Badminton for All Monday 8.05-9.05pm (earlier class full) 
Singing for the Terrified Tuesday 6-7pm 
SongThreads Beginners Choir 7-8pm 
SongThreads Improvers Choir 8-9.15pm 
Watercolour Painting for Improvers Thursday 3-4.30pm 
Cooking Through the Seasons: the Wonders of Winter Wednes-
day 6.50-9pm  
Body Love – Learn to Love Your Body starts in February Mon-
day 6.30-8pm 
If you would like a free printed copy of our brochure or to book a 
place please telephone 01993 813592 or email co-
med.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk.  All our courses are 
competitively priced to give our students great value for money. 
For up to date and comprehensive information about availability 

on courses please see the school website 

(www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed).  As courses become 

full they are listed for your information. 

Mrs Jenny Bodinham, Coordinator 
Marlborough C of E School, Community Education 
Tel: 01993 813592 



 

Heyford Park Residents & Community Development Association 

 

The Christmas Bazaar was a resounding success and once again the 

Chapel at Heyford Park was filled with very tempting gifts for all with 

many people attending.  approximately £650 was raised for the 

Community Garden which will be well spent. Many thanks to all those 

who helped before, during  and after to make this such a smoothly 

run , popular and enjoyable event. 

We were nominated by Tesco Bags of Help for grant aid , which came 

as a huge surprise to us all, and showed that we are now being 

recognised as a focal of the local community. We haven't heard as yet 

how much grant aid we have been awarded, as this is decided at the 

end of January. We are hoping it will be enough to fund some permanent seating / tables in the Community garden and 

also to create a Community Orchard, which is our next step.  

Dorchester Living donated a tree seat and a plaque has been attached in memory of Chris Mullineux who devoted 

much of his time to the garden and the community as a whole, he will be truly missed by many who knew him. A 

fabulous man Chris always had time for anyone, to share a joke, give advice, and so much more . 

The new season is approaching, and volunteers are again needed for mowing, strimming, pulling up weeds, etc. If you 

feel you have time to spare and would like to help out please contact me. sharon.keenuk@gmail.com, or visit our 

website : http://hpcommgarden.wix.com/garden  email: hpcommgarden@gmail.com or Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/heyfordparkcommunitygarden/ . 
 

Our events this year are:  Easter Egg Hunt April 14th  

Gardens Open July 9 th 

Community BBQ August 27th 

Halloween Eye Ball Hunt October 29th 

We hope as many as possible will come and enjoy the garden. It is there for you all to enjoy, relax, have picnics , BBQ's 

and join in the community spirit. 

 

 

TESCO AWARD OF £2000 FOR  
 

HEYFORD PARK COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 

Dear Sharon, 
 

Organisation name: Heyford Park Community Garden 

Project title: Heyford Park Community Garden 
 

We are pleased to let you know that following the Tesco Bags 

of Help vote in your local Tesco stores, your project came second and has been chosen by Tesco 

Customers to receive an award of £2,000.00. 
 

Voting was held at Tesco stores between 1st December 2016 to 31st December 2016 and proved to 

be very successful with millions of votes being cast by Tesco Customers across England, Scotland 

and Wales. 

Well done and many thanks to Tesco for its support 



 
UPPER HEYFORD NEWS 

St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting 
 
 

1st November                           In celebration of the 103rd       birthday of the          
                                                                                late   Mrs. Nora      Medhurst.  By her son,                                                        
                                                                                Dave. 
 

3rd November                          ‘To celebrate the happiness of our life                        
                                                                                  together on this, our wedding      anniversary.’ 
                                                                                    Bob and Hansa Menzies. 
 

5th November             In memory of Di Hudson, much loved     late   
                                                                                  wife of Roy.  ‘Loving you always,     darling.’      
                                                                                   From husband Roy.   
                                                                                ‘Love you Mum.’ From son, Michael. 
 

9th November                          In celebration of the birthday of Canary                               
                                                                                 Lord. 
 

11th November                     In memory of the fallen, particularly     those                      
                                                                                  from this parish.  From Mary and    Jack                     
                                                                               Goodman.’ 
 

24th November          In celebration of Heather Burt’s      birthday.     
                                                                                  ‘From Roger, with love.’ 
 

30th November                       In memory of the late Pat Hedges.      From           

                                                                                  the Poetry Group with love. 

2nd December            In celebration of the birthday of Edward.                          
                                                                              ‘With love’ from all the family. 
 

16th December                       In celebration of the 44th wedding                                            
                                                                                anniversary of Eileen and Ray Booker.                     
                                                                                   ‘With all my love and thanks for 44                                           
                                                                                 wonderful years, dear Eileen.’      From Ray. 
     

23rd December           Remembering with love Peggy Cuss                    
                                                                                 (23.12.10) and Ronald Cuss (22.1.59). 
                                                                                  Greatly missed by all the family. 
 

24th December           In memory of Jan Woski and all deceased                         
                                                                      family members and friends of Ann Woski. 
     
                                    In memory of the late Archibald Slatter.                       
                                                                                   ‘With love from Jean, John and Hannah.’ 
 

                                                                                    * In celebration of the 50th wedding                               
                                                                                   anniversary of Jean and the late Ron                        
                                                                                   Beesley.  
 

                                                                        ‘Thinking of you Ron every day, missing you 
                                  more and more.  In our hearts forever more. 

                             From your wife Jean and all your family.’ 
   

25th December          In memory of the late Jean Rosalie Barker  
                                 (02.10.15).  ‘This wonderful lady is sadly  
                                  missed, especially today, and never be  
                                  forgotten.  All my love forever, Jean, from  
                                 your Ray. XX’ 

 

29th December            In memory of the late Mrs Doris James who 
                                   died in 2000.  ‘With love’ from Maureen,                     
                                     Peter, Paul, Debbie and Grace. 
 

31st December          In celebration of the birthday of the late  
                                  Heather Woollcott. Also in memory of her  
                                  late husband  Vic who died in 2013. Much  
                                  loved and greatly missed aunt, great-aunt,  
                                  uncle and great-uncle of Roland, Stephen,  
                                  Catherine and the late Christine. 
 

*Jean and Ron were married in St Mary’s Church on 
Christmas Eve, 1966 

Nichola Elizabeth Charvis  

3rd July 1985 - 25th Nov 2016 
 

Nichola Elizabeth Charvis was 

born on the 3rd of July 1985. 

When Nichola was 3 years old she 

moved with her mother to live in 

The Heyfords. Nichola and her 

mother Linda live for a short while 

in Lower Heyford before settling 

down and making their home in 

Somerton Road, Upper Heyford. 

Nichola went to primary school in 

Upper Heyford. She loved her 

small village school. Her sports 

days were held on the village green. One year she was May 

Queen and danced around the Maypole. Another year she 

played the part of Mary in the Christmas Nativity Play. Nichola 

attended her bible studies in St Mary’s Church and was 

confirmed into the Church of England. 

Nichola attended Bicester Community College for her secondary 

school education. One of Nichola’s A Level subjects was 

Law.  She found a passion in the subject and one day came 

home and announced that she wanted to be a Solicitor. She then 

worked hard to get into University. She chose Swansea 

University to study Law and graduated as a Bachelor of Laws in 

2006. Nichola’s Uni days were the best time of her life. After her 

bachelor’s degree, Nichola stayed on at Swansea University to 

complete her post graduate degree.  

Nichola became an experienced employment law solicitor. She 

specialised in employment law advisory work for both employers 

and employees. She also had a strong Trade Union background 

in advising both education and public sector employees. 

Nichola’s Law career took her to Yeovil, Plymouth and Slough. 

Whilst in Yeovil, Nichola joined the “Ivel Barbarians Woman’s 

Rugby Team”.  Nichola had a real passion for Rugby, she also 

followed her brother Colin’s professional career in Rugby with 

pride.  

Nichola was so full of life, love and happiness. She was bright 

and beautiful in every way. Nichola had a unique sense of 

presence.  She would walk into a room and everyone would 

know she was there.  She would fill the place with laughter and 

light and noise and chaos. She was like a mini tornado. Not a 

destructive one, but one full of a warm, whirling wind that would 

gather you up and whisk you away to the land of Nichola for a 

short while. Nichola loved her family and had so many friends, 

yet she had this ability to make you feel as if you were the friend 

with whom she shared a special bond. This was such a rare and 

amazing quality. 

Nichola lives on in all of us because we will remember the joy 

she gave us and the good times we shared with her. May our 

darling girl Rest in Peace. We loved her so very much.  

 

We send our condolences to  Linda and her wider family 

on the loss of Nichola, who we remember as such a 

delightful child, a beautiful and hard working young lady, 

and a caring person so respected by all. Her loss at such a 

young age is a tragedy  to all she touched. 

John Stowe 
It is we great sadness we report that John Stowe of 
Board’s Farm, has died and we send our condolences to 
Tom. The funeral will be at St Mary’s on Monday 30 
January at 12 noon—family flowers only please 



 

 

OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
NOTICE 
 

Upper Heyford Bridleway 1 – “Portway” 
 

Heavy vegetation clearance work is being 

undertaken in order to prepare the route through the 

airfield for reopening. These works are being 

overseen by an ecologist to ensure badgers etc are 

not disturbed. 

We hope that the route across the airfield will be 

reopened during 2017 but there are planning and 

fencing matters to be addressed so until then this 

route remains a dead end.  

Please enjoy the cleared route but please do not try 

to find a way through the airfield as it is a secure 

site. Thank you 
 

Oxfordshire County Council, Countryside Access Team 01865 810226 countryside@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
January 2017 
 

Please note that this was intended to be a ‘village community project’ so we must keep our fingers 

crossed that it will be carried out in a sympathetic manner  and not too ‘heavy handed’ from our point 

of view!  

Portway—opposite Kirtlington Road on Camp Road 

 

Craig’s Film Night 
 

Upper Heyford Reading Room 
 

Friday 17th February  
7.30 for 7.45 pm start 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This touching film is marked by heartfelt 

performances from Sheen and a stellar cast. This, 

along with an inventive, sentiment-free story and 

the unforgettable beauty of the Way of St. James 

and the villages and countryside it passes, results in 

a profoundly affecting experience.  

 

Reorganising Upper Heyford and Heyford Park into 
two Parishes 

 
If you would like more information or to talk to the Parish 

Council and/or Heyford Park Residents  
Association please do not hesitate to contact one of the 

following:  
 

• Parish Clerk: Jack Goodman at 

uhparishclerk@gmail.com 01869 232722 

• PC chair: Jo Allen at Allenjoke@aol.com 01869 

232291 

• HPRA Chair: Leigh McCarron at 

leighmcc15@yahoo.co.uk 

Warreners 
 

At our January meeting we celebrated another 90th 

birthday—Peter Proctor reached this wonderful milestone 

on 8th of the month—congratulations Peter. 

Mr Nick King of the Village Networks Project attended the 

January meeting to give advice on all matters to do with 

services available including recycling and mini bus hire for 

small groups. 

On February 8th members will be at The Barley Mow 

eating fish & chips, a much enjoyed event on the 

calendar. 

At the March meeting on the 8th there will be a quiz to test 

the little grey cells, and have many laughs too. 

We meet in Upper Heyford Village Hall at 2pm on the 

second Wednesday of the month (not in February) 



 

     

SOMERTON NEWS 
 

 

Christmas Bazaar 

On the first Saturday in December there was a plethora of 

Christmas Bazaars in the surrounding villages and it 

therefore came as something of a surprise to find that we 

had made an amazing £1,842.78.  Our thanks go to Tracy 

the principal organiser and to those who manned the stalls.  

We could not achieve such a result without their hard work 

but gratitude must also be given to those who gave to the 

stalls and also those who came and spent, many from the 

surrounding area.  We hope everyone enjoyed it as much 

as we did.  The profits were divided between the Church of 

St. James and the Barnes Memorial Hall. 
 

Carol Singing 

This year we returned to the long standing tradition of carol 

singing around the village.  As usual the singers were plied 

with drink and food (it’s amazing how it fortifies the spirits) 

and once again the people of Somerton were tremendously 

generous.  For the first time Neil took a party to the top of 

the Church tower and the resulting singing was so clear 

and wonderful it might become a yearly event. The fact that 

they sang one carol whilst those on the ground sang 

something else did not detract from the joy of hearing their 

voices – Magdalen College has competition. 

The amount raised was a staggering £416.00 which was 

divided between Sightsavers and the Alzheimer’s Society. 
 

Church Lighting 

Thank you to all those who have supported us and a huge 

thank you to Dave Ray who has so nobly done the 

switching and written the board.    You may know that the 

board was stolen last week but has been replaced and we 

would welcome more lighting up!!! 

Dates already booked are 22, 23 and 29 January and 3, 

124 and 21 February.    All others are available! 

Please contact us on dandjburton@btinternet.com if you 

would like to book a date with a message. 
 

SPRING IS ON IT'S WAY 

Time to clear out all those old T shirts and that hat you 

bought in Madagascar that was sooo trendy - at the 

time.  Someone will buy it, you did!  What about those 

socks Auntie Maud got you for Christmas? Bring them 

along to the Hall on Saturday 18th February. We're having 

a JUMBLE SALE 

We'll accept almost anything.  Time for a clearout. We have 

storage facilities if you want to offload earlier, just call 

Rosemary 01869 345439 or email deddlib@ hotmail.com 
 

St James Somerton  

The end of the year was busy with events well supported - 

a big thank you to all who supported the Advent Carols for 

Singing for Syrians which raised a magnificent £550 for the 

cause.  On Christmas Eve we presented Susie Leon with 

flowers, a token of our thanks for her work in organising the 

new lighting in Church which has been much appreciated 

and the Nativity was a great success enjoyed by over 

400.  The cast were all magnificent, only the donkey 

misbehaved a bit, - annoyed he could not get a parking 

space!       

We had a lovely service on Christmas morning and then 

the very special Christingle on 8th January was 

well attended and much enjoyed with the children taking 

home the Children's Society Candles to fill with coins to 

add to the collection for the Charity. These will come back 

at the February Sunday Club.   

Thank you Hope for organising this. 

On 22nd January Isaac James Peter Christianson was 

baptised at the Family Service at 9.30 am and in the 

evening at 6.00 pm we hosted a Blessing of the Water 

under the rites of the Russian Orthodox Church followed by 

drinks at the Manor.    

We have many people to thank - firstly all those who 

worked so hard at the Christmas Bazaar which was such a 

success and we are so grateful for their donation to the 

Church.  The lighting up of the Church has gone very well -

 thanks to Dave Ray for arranging the lighting and the 

board (which has just been taken but is being replaced!) 

and to all those who have supported with their donations 

and messages.   There are gaps for sponsorship in 

February, so do contact Jill Burton (345147 or email 

dandjburton@btinternet.com  

Many people work hard throughout the year to run the 

church, - cleaners, flower arrangers, vergers, 

graveyard maintenance volunteers and Tony Callow for all 

his meticulous mowing, bell ringers, and others.   Annie 

Hunter very kindly entertained florists and cleaners after 

the church was so beautifully decorated for 

Christmas.   We can always do with more help with all 

these tasks and would also welcome new members to the 

PCC - do get in touch with any of us if you  

would like to offer any help, however little! 

Finally, please keep an eye out when passing for anything 

which looks suspicious as there have been recent incidents 

of lead theft from Church roofs in the area. 

SIX NATIONS - Feb and March 2017 
 

Due to popular demand we will be 

showing the England Six Nations 

rugby matches again this year on the 

big screen in the village hall.  The fire 

will be lit and the bar open.  Those of 

you who have been to these 

screenings know this is one for all the family.   

Come along and cheer on the boys!   



 

Goose and Me 
 

Early August I had a new knee 

Care of the Nuffield and completely free 
 

Sitting by the canal with crutches and pain 

Twice he went round then round again 
 

He landed nicely looking me in the eye 

I keep very still hoping he wouldn’t fly 
 

Each day I open the window and call his name 

Crutches now gone and goose starts playing my game 
 

From his side of the canal he keeps his distance 

With ever closer treats is he losing his resistance? 
 

After five long weeks his bank was bare 

He’s standing my side waiting for my stare 
 

Trembling fingers hold his treat waiting for a hiss 

Neck stretching forward slowly takes it gentle as a kiss 
 

I wonder if he’s lonely should he be in a flock 

He could be from the Nuffield it’s all been quite a shock 

  
STEPHEN BARTLETT 

 

SOMERTON SOCIAL CLUB 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 2017 

 

DATE:  THURSDAY 9
TH

 FEBRUARY 2017 

TIME: 19:30 

PLACE: BARNES MEMORIAL HALL 

ALL WELCOME 

 

AGENDA FOR MEETING 

1. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

2. TREASURER’S REPORT 

3. BAR CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

4. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND 

COMMITTEE 

5. RESIGNATIONS 

6. AOB 

 

THE AGM WILL BE DIRECTLY FOLLOWED 

BY A PLANNING MEETING FOR EVENTS AND 

ACTIVITES FOR 2017.  ALL ARE WELCOME 

TO STAY AND PARTICIPATE IN THIS LIVELY 

DISCUSSION! 

SWIG NEWS 
 

Our Christmas Supper which was open 

to everyone was very successful. The 

food, as usual, was delicious, the wine 

flowed freely and Dave entertained us 

with monologues and then led us in a 

rousing rendering of Lily the Pink.   

Thanks to everyone who helped, 

particularly the cooks.  It was a fun 

evening and a fitting start to Christmas. 
 

February’s Meeting. 

This will be on Tuesday 14th when we shall welcome Valerie 

Burton who will talk on The History and Memories of 

Witney Blankets. 
 

March Meeting. 

On March 14th Angie Woodard will return to give a talk on 

Aromatherapy & Carrier Oils and the safe way to use 

them in the home. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there.  If you are not a 

member but would like to come along you can be sure of a 

warm welcome. 

For more details please call Shirley 346868 

MID-CHERWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  Forum is a 

consortium representing the interest of eleven parishes 

within Cherwell District. This group is preparing the Mid-

Cherwell Neighbourhood Plan (MCNP), it will need your 

involvement and support to get the Plan ready for  a 

referendum. Please participate 



 

Events Calendar - At a Glance 

Sunday 5th February Messy Church, St Olave’s, Fritwell  4– 5.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February Warreners at The Barley Mow for fish & chips  

Thursday 9th February Somerton Social Club AGM, Village Hall 7.30pm 

Tuesday 14th February  SWIG Somerton Village Hall, 7.30pm 
Valerie Burton will talk on The History and Memories of Witney Blankets. 

Wednesday 15th February Heyfords WI, Upper Heyford Reading Room, 7.30pm 
Amanda Wood who will be talking on ‘Burma just opened up’.  

Friday 17th February Craig’s Film Night, Upper Heyford Reading Room, 7.30 for 7.45 
The Way, staring Martin Sheen 

Tuesday 21st February The Forum, Upper Heyford Reading Room, 7.30pm by Peter Stoddart 
"Reviewing Misconceptions in History: re-appraising Cromwell, the 

American Civil War and battle casualties in the First World War". 

Saturday 4th March Community Education, Marlborough School, Woodstock 

Saturday workshop an extensive programme 

Wednesday 8th March Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall, 2pm 

Tuesday 14th March SWIG, Somerton Village Hall, 7.30pm—Angie Woodard will return to give 

a talk on Aromatherapy & Carrier Oils and the safe way to use them in 

the home. 

Wednesday 15th March Heyfords WI, Upper Heyford Reading Room, 7.30pm 

 

Thursday 23rd March Lent reflection, St James Somerton, 7.30—9pm 

Thursday 30th March Lent reflection, St Mary’s, Lower Heyford, 7.30—9pm 

Wednesday 12th April Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall, 2pm 

Thursday 13th April Lent reflection on Maundy Thursday, St Mary’s, Upper Heyford 
7.30 –9pm 

Easter Day 16th April Church services:  Upper Heyford 6.30am Sunrise service 

                                Lower Heyford 11am HC 

                               Somerton 11am HC 

                                Heyford Park Chapel, 11am 


