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The Somerton Nativity play takes place, as is now tradition, on Christmas Eve at 4pm. In 2015 a multitude of the
heavenly host (average age 4), a donkey, three sheep, four wise (wo)men, a real baby Jesus and the Rt. Hon. Sir
Tony Baldry (as Herod) assembled to entertain the congregation. As ever, there had been no rehearsal, and
children in particular are encouraged to arrive in costume and simply take part.
Victoria Prentis started the nativity with carols about twelve years ago. Now there is standing room only. Every word
is from Luke (adapted slightly for small children) and though there are pantomime elements (including boos for
Herod) and lots of children and animals, the essential message of Christmas comes across loud and clear.
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Church Services in the Valley
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Fritwell

St Mary's
Lower Heyford
& Caulcott
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8.30am
1662 HC

11am
Morning
Prayer
4pm
Messy Church

11-Dec

9.30am
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8.30am
1662 HC

St Mary's
Ardley

St James
Somerton

Ann to the
BVM
Souldern

St Mary's
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Upper Heyford Heyford Park
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Songs for
Syria

11am
Matins

9:30
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Communion
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Christmas
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9.30am
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Sung HC

No Service
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Carol Service

7.00pm
Carol Service

16-Dec

5pm Carol
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Nativity
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11pm
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1-Jan
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9.30am HC

8.30am
1662 HC

11am
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Worship

9.30am
Sunday Club
Christingle

15-Jan

9.30am MP

9:30
Family
Communion

11am
Morning
Prayer

11am Matins 8.30am 1662
& HC
HC

22-Jan

9.30am Morning Service

6pm
Evensong

10.30am
Family
Church

11am Morning Service
11am Morning Service
8.30am 1662 11am All Age
HC
Service

11am Benefice Communion - Souldern

29-Jan

8.30am 1662
5-Feb
HC

11am
9.30am Family
Family
Service
Communion

11am Sung
HC

11am Family
Service
4pm
Messy Church

11am
1662 HC

6pm
Evensong

11am
Matins

9:30
11am
Holy
Communion
Communion

Dear friends,
Once again Christmas is just around the corner. Whilst the
church tries to keep Christmas at bay by observing the
season of Advent it’s nearly impossible to resist the lure of
tinsel and presents and carols. For me the season of
Advent heightens the enjoyment of Christmas when it finally
arrives. During the Sundays leading to Christmas we
embark on a journey through the Old Testament which
leads to Jesus Christ, fulfilling ancient and wonderful
promises, linking past, present and future hopes in the
fragile and unlikely form of a baby born in a stable. Like the
carefully painted background of a great portrait, the spiritual
scenery created by Advent can be every bit as inspirational
as the Christmas message itself. In the words of one
entrepreneurial vicar, ‘Come to Church in Advent and avoid
the Christmas rush!’ There is indeed much to be gained by
observing these weeks of spiritual preparation.
For many people one of the highlights of Christmas is watching, or listening to, the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
from King’s College Cambridge. This atmospheric occasion has somehow woven its way into the fabric of Christmas.
The solo voice of a choirboy singing the first verse of ‘Once in royal David’s city’ is an unmistakable signal that
Christmas has arrived. For nearly 100 years (it was established in 1918) this special service has served us up a festive
treat of choristers, candlelit splendour, crisp carols and memorable readings. In short a wonderfully British example of
understated but powerful Christianity.
It was made popular by Eric Milner-White, the Dean of King’s College, but originally came from Truro cathedral, and was
brought fully into the public realm by the BBC in 1928. It has become so popular that it has been replicated in some form
in every cathedral and most parish churches across the nation, perhaps even the world. In our local churches we will be
holding services based on the Nine Lessons and Carols throughout the Christmas period. You’ll find details in these
pages and on our website. Whilst we can’t provide choristers and gothic fan vaulting at every service, we can create in
our own communities a moment or two of true Christmas spirit and opportunities for the spiritual meaning of Christmas
to seep into our lives again.
For some that might mean a true awakening to the presence of God in their life (yes that moment of recognition can and
does happen in church). For others Christmas spirit means appreciating the value of their community as we gather
together regardless of age, wealth, rank and race. For others the humble carol service brings home the need to love and
cherish our family and friends and to make peace with our enemies.
Somehow the traditional carol service still speaks to us as it blends together in words and music the biblical story of
creation, sin, redemption and restoration. Although this is a busy time of year and there are many demands on our time
please join us in your local church as we prepare ourselves ‘in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this
thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.’ Wishing you a happy and peaceful Christmas.
Stephen
Children’s Groups Heyford Park
Wednesday
10.00am Heyford Ark (Parent & Toddler) followed by
Lighthouse cafe at 11.30
6pm God’s Gang (Youth Group)
Friday
4.30pm Kids Church (Reception year 5)
7.00pm Epic (9-12 year olds)

Stephen and Cally are delighted to announce the
arrival of Alexander Samuel Griffiths, born on Sunday
2nd October at 3pm weighing 7lbs 12oz, a brother for
Jonathan
Thank you for your cards and messages of support.
We have appreciated taking some time off to get to
know Alex and look forward to introducing him

Rev Stephen Griffiths

01869 222572

steph78griff@hotmail.com

Rev Geoff Price

01869 346262

geoffandhope@yahoo.com

Benefice Office

01869 233687

administrator@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk

WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY
Family or friends of Julie Gulliver?
I am seeking any information about Julie Gulliver
who lived in Upper Heyford/Fritwell from 1941 to
about 1963. I am particularly keen to hear from family
members. If you were a friend or neighbour of Julie’s,
went to school or worked with her, I would also love
to hear from you. My interest is purely personal.
You can contact me in confidence by email, post or
phone at: tigernus@mac.com
or 1 Collier Close, Camerton, Somerset BA2 0QB
or 01761 479677
Jasper Bateley.

Sunday 4 December, 7.00pm
St Peter and St Paul Church, Deddington
Choros, conductor Janet Lincé, performs a wonderful
programme of famous and less well-known carols by
candlelight. Music by Howells, Poulenc, Victoria plus
favourite sing-along carols, and a warming glass of
mulled wine in the interval.
Don’t miss it!
Tickets £12, £9 over 65s, £2 schoolchildren and students
from Hamptons, Market Place, Deddington, and on the
door from 6.30pm

'Christmas with Charles Dickens
by James Williams'

THE FORUM
Upper Heyford Reading Room
Tuesday 6th December at 7 30 pm
A friendly and interesting talk, open to all
A small donation would be appreciated

BUS TIMETABLE—HEYFORDS

(times shown are for Heyford Park, Heyford
villages will vary slightly)
Bus Services from Heyford Park to Oxford
Monday to Friday
05.51; 06.51; 07.54; 09.05; 10.15; 11.15;
12.15; 13.15; 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.38;
18.40
Saturdays
06.20; 07.20; 08.15 and then at quarter past
each hour till 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.33;
18.35
Bus Services from Heyford Park
to Bicester
Monday to Friday
06.17; 07.12; 08.24; 09.28; 10.43; 11.43;
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52;
17.57; 19.02; 19.54
Saturdays
06.45; 07.43;; 08.43; 09;43; 10.43; 11.43;
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52;17.57;
19.02; 19.59
Bus Services from Oxford to Heyford Park
Monday to Friday
06.35; 07.45; 09.00; 10.05 then at 5 past
each hour every hour till 15.05; 16.10; 17.15;
Please take the opportunity to look at the proposals being considered by 18.25; and 19.20
CDC to cope with Oxford overspill and the 4000+ homes the district is Saturdays
committed to build by 2031. As you will be aware from previous notes in 07.05 and then at five past each hour till
Valley News on the matter, land owners have had a free-hand to 15.05; 16.10; 17.15; 18.25; 19.20
promote sites for new housing, and a number have been put forward in
Upper Heyford parish. It makes uncomfortable reading (land to the
south of the airfield on the Kirtlington Road as far as Cheesman’s Barn
for example) so it’s vitally important we all make our views known.
Make a note in your diary: Bicester Saturday 3 December 10am-6pm

Bus Services from Bicester to Heyford
Park
Monday to Friday
06.35; 07.35; 08.50; 10.00 and then on each
hour from till 1500; 16.03; 17.15; 18.20;
19.20

Saturdays
Please remember that this is a consultation process, so if we take little 07.05; 08.00 and then on the hour each hour
till 15.00; 16.03; 17.15;18.20; 1920
interest in it the presumption will be that we don’t care!
On the question of Heyford Park and Upper Heyford village
Monday Healthy Heyford Walks
reorganisation to allow autonomy / independence for each community,
Why not join us!
CDC has indicated that the consultation will start on (or about) 9
We meet at Upper Heyford Village Hall at 09:55
January and will run for eight weeks.
am (unless otherwise arranged) Walks last for
The Parish Council and the Upper Heyford Village Group will be approx. 2 – 2 ½ hours; and are usually about 5 – 6
circulating information in the new year (Heyford Park Residents
miles in length unless otherwise stated.
Association will deal with HP) and the Village Group propose to have a It’s a social occasion too, we talk as much as we
village meeting to discuss and agree a village response.
walk!

Craig’s Film Night
We had a great time at the last film night with the
original and very amusing ‘The Italian Job’
So here’s a new date for your diary

Friday 9 December at 7.30—7.45
The Reading Room

Poetry Corner
Here is a piece of personal nostalgia, suitable for the cold, misty days before Christmas. In late November, I, at the age
of about fifteen, and a gang of my friends, would set off in the early morning on our bikes to a small local farm for the
potato picking. Each of us would have our mum’s biggest shopping bag on our handlebars, containing sandwiches and
a flask of hot tea on the way out and a bounty of the biggest potatoes on the way home - the biggest and best, so that
we could have a supper of outsized chips later. This was legit - part of our wages.
The work was hard. We suffered numbed fingers and toes and awful backache, but it was fun as well, especially the sly
chucking of the little hard, green, tomato-like fruits at one another when the farmer, Walter’s dad, wasn’t looking. I can’t
now recall his surname, though I remember Walter well enough, a nice, shy lad, who never joined in much, because he
had a deformed arm. He was left in charge of Boxer and Blossom, the two great Suffolk Punches who hauled the
potato cart. There was also a friendly, blond farmhand called Andreas, who was a left-over P.o.W. from who-knowswhere; he told us he had no home to go to any more, so he stayed on. I was sorry for him.
I remember, too, the wonderful smell of freshly turned, rich earth, and the scent of the hay in the barn where we had our
lunch break; the tired ride home in the dark afterwards, with the mist coming up. Also, the huge green caterpillar that
Keith Smithson found, as big as a sausage, with a tail and slanting stripes on its sides - a Death’s Head Hawk Moth
larva. I had never been so jealous!
At the end of the day, the harvested potatoes were added to the clamp, a long, Toblerone-shaped pile which was
covered in a thick layer of insulating straw and then earthed up, awaiting a visit from the man from the Potato Marketing
Board. Charles Roberts’ poem takes me right back there - and some of you, too, I’ll bet, although it describes a time
somewhat before ours. That last phrase is so perfect...
Roger Burt.
The Potato Harvest in Norfolk By Charles G.D.Roberts
A high bare field, brown from the plough, and borne
Aslant in the sunset; amber wastes of sky
Washing the ridge; a clamour of crows that fly
In from the wide flats where the spent tides mourn
To yon their rocking roosts in pines wind-torn;
A line of grey snake-fence, that zigzags by
A pond, and cattle; from the homestead nigh
The long deep summonings of the supper horn.
Black on the ridge, against the lonely flush,
A cart, and stoop-necked oxen; ranged beside
Some barrels; and the day-worn harvest-folk
Here emptying their baskets, jar the hush
With hollow thunders. Down the dusk hillside
Lumbers the wain: and day fades out like smoke.

Did the ‘Supermoon’ cause the tree to fall?
The term supermoon denotes a new or full moon that occurs at a time when the
moon is nearest Earth in its monthly orbit. As we all know on Monday 14th
November the closest supermoon since 1948 occurred, and we also know from
our schooldays that the tides are caused by the relationship of the moon with the
earth. An extra-close new or full moon causes higher-than-usual tides as a result
of the increased gravitational pull.
A large and very dead tree close to our fence has withstood very high westerly
winds for several years (it was not cut down for environmental considerations
specified by the county council), however, the safety of the tree has been a matter
of concern because of its close proximity to our home.
Without warning on the evening of 14 November, a very calm evening, it
suddenly expired and fell to the ground (fortunately not in our direction).
So may I pose the question ‘Did the increased gravitational pull from the
supermoon contribute to its demise?
Ian Lough-Scott

The November 14 supermoon was
356,511 kilometres (221,526 miles)
away from the centre of Earth, the
closest occurrence since January 26,
1948. It will not be closer until
November 25, 2034.

LOWER HEYFORD NEWS
Minutes of the meeting of the Lower Heyford Parish Council held on Thursday 20th October 2016 at 7.00 pm in the Church
Present: - Mr Macnamara (JJ) (Chair), Mr. Eggeling (BE) , Mr. Thompson (LT), Mrs Turner (PT)
Members of the public : No members of the public were present
In attendance: Cathy Fleet, Clerk
10.16.01
Apologies: Apologies had been received from Mr Mortimore and Mrs Ball
10.16.02
Declarations of Interest : There were no declarations of interest
10.16.03
Minutes of the last meeting held on 15th September 2016 were read and it was RESOLVED to accept these as a true record of the
meeting and they were signed by the Chair.
10.16.04
Public Participation There were no members of the public present
10.16.05
Clerk’s Report and actions from previous meeting
NO

ACTION

Action by

Update

Clerk to inform CDC of DD's resignation
and commence the recruitment process

Completed. Recruitment process on-going. One application received

CF

Clerk to find out about the Barton Bus

Details of the Barton bus had been acquired. Clerk to notify Valley
News & website

CF

09.16.06
(1)

Clerk to negotiate grasscutting contract with
Mark Probbitts

Mark happy to enter into contract.. Clerk to write contract

CF

09.16.06
(2)

Clerk to put notice on noticeboards and
Valley News requesting that residents park
with consideration and use their driveways
where possible

Completed. Leaflet have been distributed to relevant residents informing them that emergency service vehicles unable to access an emergency due to parked cars have the power to remove them.

CF

09.16.06
(3)

Clerk to complete Open Spaces survey

completed

CF

09.16.08

Clerk to circulate ROSPA Report

completed

CF

09.16.10

Clerk to pass map of settlement boundary
to Martin Lipson

completed

CF

09.16.04
(1)
09.16.04
(2)

10.16.06
10.16.07
10.16.08

10.16.09
10.16.10
10.16.11
10.16.12
10.16.13

Co-option of Councillor Clerk has been contacted by a resident of the villages expressing her willingness to be co-opted
After some discussion it was decided to invite her to the next PC meeting
ACTION : Clerk to invite potential councillor to attend next PC meeting
LHRINC An application had been received from Liz Goodwin for the position of Trustee to the LHRINC and it was RESOLVED
to appoint her as Trustee.
ACTION : Clerk to inform Liz Goodwin and Tom Clayton of the appointment
Highways/Footpaths
Information had been received regarding the removal of the phone kiosk at the station. No formal notification has been received.
Discussion followed regarding how little the phone kiosk is used, but in view of the very poor mobile phone signal in the area it was
decided to write objecting to its removal, particularly in view of the lack of formal notification. Clerk reported that Steeple Aston Parish
Council would wish to support the PC in this action.
ACTION : Clerk to write objecting to the removal of the phone kiosk at the station
Overhanging foliage was reported making exit from The Lane into Station Road difficult. LT to identify exact location and address
so Clerk can write to the property owner.
ACTION : LT to identify owner of the overhanging foliage. Clerk to write to owner requesting it is trimmed back
Jamie Briggs lorries regularly travel through the village and LT had photographed one travelling at excessive speed.
ACTION : Clerk to write letter of complaint to Management of Jamie Briggs
DB had circulated details of a metal seat which could be suitable for around the tree in Market Square. DB to be asked to identify
costs. It was suggested that the Village Hall Trust could be approached for possible funding.
NB In the interval between the meeting and preparation of these minutes BE had sourced a blacksmith and is in the process of
obtaining a quote.
No action has been taken by CDC with regard to the damage to the bridge caused by large vehicles. The bridge is a listed structure.
Clerk to contact English Heritage for advice.
ACTION : Clerk to contact English Heritage regarding damage to the bridge.
Meetings
No meetings had been attended, but it was noted that the Village Hall Trustees AGM will be held on 1st November
JJ will be present at the CDC Parish Liaison meeting to be held on 9th November and will report back at the next meeting.
Playground No problems reported. PT confirmed that the newly purchased lawnmower is being used and that playground is in good
order. PT reported that there have been instances of dog fouling on the playing field.
ACTION : Clerk to obtain supplies of dog poo bags from the dog warden and PT to source a dispenser
Planning: The following planning applications had been received : 6/00271/TCA Darville House, Station Road - treework
16/01546/TPO Beech House treework - APPROVED / 16/01529/F Heyford Athletic - APPROVED
MCNP Peter Stoddard will be attending MCNP Forum meetings on behalf of LHPC. Emily Daly is acting as Secretary to MCNP and
will also be present.
Finance - The following accounts were approved for payment
Payee
Detail
Amount
Cheque No
BDO
Audit fee
156.00
500370
SLCC
Portfolio submission
50.00
500371

Cathy Fleet

Clerk expenses

30.14

500372

Mark Probbitts
Grasscutting
285.00
500373
Petra Turner
Printer cartridges
20.00
20.00
The Bank Mandate was completed and will be sent to the bank along with instructions for the removal of David Dare as a signatory.

The Friends of Heyford Station

EXPLORE YOUR BREATH
INCREASE YOUR BODY AWARENESS
QUIETEN YOUR MIND
WITH

YOGA
WHERE:
UPPER HEYFORD VILLAGE HALL
The heart-warming tribute to Fred Harman by Michael
Rodgers in the August 2016 issue of Valley News, with its’
several fond recollections of the station, has prompted our
local station adoption group “The Friends of Heyford
Station” to raise the profile of the station as it is today. But
first a little bit of history.
Heyford Station was opened on 2 September 1850 and, in
its’ heyday, had substantial & impressive station buildings
(designed by Brunel), a goods yard with its’ own sidings &
resident loco plus a signal box. It also had its’ own station
master along with his staff - who embraced a wide range of
skills in support of the service provided. Perhaps
unsurprisingly, it very quickly became a significant part of
the lives of the people of the Valley and beyond.
One fine example of this is a report in the Oxford Chronicle
of 21 September 1850 which notes that “The number of
tickets issued at Heyford station for St Giles’ Fair was 199”.
Similarly, the London Morning Advertiser of 16 March
1858, commenting upon the total eclipse of the sun that
took place the previous day, reported that “Special trains
from Birmingham, Oxford and other places conveyed a
large number of persons to Heyford station”….”to witness
the phenomenon”. Disappointingly the weather on the day
was overcast - which somewhat mitigated the effect of the
eclipse for many observers.
Sadly, over time, the national rail network went into a
steady decline and Heyford was one of the many stations
recommended for closure in the 1963 Beeching Report.
However, although Kidlington & Bletchington stations were
closed in November 1964, Heyford was reprieved and
survives to this day.
The intervening years have seen something of an ebb &
flow of the services provided by various operators plus the
loss of the Brunel buildings - although the last remaining
section was carefully dismantled, stone by numbered
stone, and is now safely stored at the Great Western
Railway Society in Didcot, awaiting the financial &
volunteer resources necessary to reconstruct it on their
site.
It is against this backdrop that the Friends of Heyford
Station adoption group was formed in 2008 and I will write
again in greater detail regarding the work of the group in
the next issue of Valley News.
Peter John
A most welcome addition to Valley News

Editor

WHEN:
EVERY MONDAY AT 9:30AM
EVERY THURSDAY AT 7:30PM
(EXCEPT FOR SCHOOL HOLIDAYS)
WITH:
KLARA WALTERS-JAMES
TEL: 07799493510
NO PREVIOUS YOGA EXPERIENCE NEEDED

Pop-up Cafe
St Mary’s Lower Heyford
Thursday mornings 11am—12.30pm
A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of fresh
coffee or tea, home made sandwiches and cake
Open to all during term time, advisable to check if
happening on a particular date by contacting Emily
at emilyannedaly@gmail.com
Free of charge although donations towards running costs
gratefully received

KATHARINE HOUSE HAS A
NEW LOOK AND A NEW
WEBSITE!
Over the next few months you’ll
notice a difference in the way we
look. We’re still the same
Katharine House that has looked
after local families facing lifelimiting illnesses for over 25 years,
but we’ve updated our look and
feel to prepare us for the next 25
years, because we believe it’s important to truly reflect
what an organisation is like; its philosophy, its vision and
what it feels like when you walk through the door.
On our website you can now securely donate, register for
the Santa Fun Run, or buy a Christmas card with the click
of a button on your computer, tablet or phone. It’s much
easier for you and it saves us time and money when we
process everything at our end. We’ve also changed the
structure of the site so that it’s easier for you to find what
you need and clear for you to understand. That’s how we’d
talk things through with you if you visit us in person, so we
think it should be the same on our website. You can see
all the changes at www.khh.org.uk
CHRISTMAS CARDS
Our ever popular Christmas cards are now on sale in our
shops, and you can also buy them direct from our new
website. To buy your cards online, please visit our online
shop at https://www.khh.org.uk/pages/shop/department/
christmas
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE: BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!
Buy your tickets for our annual Christmas Raffle from one
of our shops or pick them up from the Hospice. Prizes
include a state of the art Xbox games console (perfect for
that young member of the family this Christmas), a giant
4.5l bottle of Bell’s Whisky (perfect for the older
members of the family this Christmas!), a beautiful
handcrafted applique quilt, and many more
fantastic prizes! £1 per ticket. Draw takes place 19
December.
CALLING ALL LOCAL BUSINESSES: CAN YOU
DONATE SOME FERRERO ROCHER?
Are you a local business looking to help a local charity this
Christmas? Every year our supporters knit Christmas
novelties which contain a Ferrero Rocher chocolate and
are sold all over the community. It’s a great way of raising
funds for us; every novelty sold could pay for a cup of tea
and some biscuits for a day hospice patient at Katharine
House. If you can help us by donating some Ferrero
Rocher to fill our Christmas novelties this year, please call
our Fundraising Team on 01295 816 484. Thank you!
DO YOU KNOW SEO?
Do you have experience optimising website content for
search engines? Can you help us fine tune our content to
make it easier for people in our community to find what
they’re looking for? If you can spare a few hours to help us
provide a better online service to people facing life-limiting
illnesses, please get in touch with Chris on 01295 816
484, or email chris.higgins@khh.org.uk
VOLUNTEER NEEDED!
Can you spare a morning each week to collect and deliver
our collecting tins and posters in the local area? Terry, our
current volunteer has been helping us for a number of
years and has retired at the end of November. We’d love
to hear from you if you can help us, please call Wendy in
the Fundraising Office on 01295 816 484.

The Heyford’s WI report
In early October we were walking again,
accepting an invitation from Steeple
Aston WI to join them in a guided walk
around both Middle and Steeple Astons
and of course followed by lunch.
At our October meeting, back in the
Reading Room; we welcomed guest speaker Rachel
Windsor-Knott. Rachel described how many animals have
an innate ability to self-medicate on plant medicine - (aka
Zoopharmacognosy). Our half yearly Group meeting was
at the beautiful refurbished Fringford village hall. We
enjoyed a talk entitled ‘A meadow in my garden’ given by
Paul Jupp.
In November we had a theatre trip to The Playhouse in
Oxford to see the musical ‘Oliver’. At our monthly we
prepared for Christmas, making most attractive
decorations of ribbon Christmas trees as well as
pomanders.
During early December we will be making our Christmas
wreaths for our front doors etc, going for our annual
Christmas lunch (yes eating again) and will attend the WI
carol service that this year being hosted by Bucknell WI.
From us all at The Heyfords WI we wish you ……….

A very happy
Christmas
Lynn Humberstone, 01869 340596

The Warreners
Our annual Christmas lunch will be on Wednesday 14
December starting at the earlier time of 1pm in Upper
Heyford village hall. It will be a traditional hot Christmas
lunch, with the same caterers as last year, which was very
well received, all courtesy of the 200 Club—much
appreciated, thanks.
We will be starting the new year off on 11 January at the
usual time, 2pm, with a great favourite, bingo! Members
have fun and love the money prizes.
In February, it will be another highlight of the year, fish &
chips at the Barley Mow
Warreners is open to all retired people, it’s a friendly club
with about 25 members, held monthly on the second
Wednesday of each month starting at 2pm in Upper
Heyford Village Hall. The annual subscription is £4, with a
monthly fee of £3, this covers afternoon tea and
entertainments.
Contacts: Veronica 232788, Brenda 233746
Sheila 232649

Coarse gardening
I am feeling pleased with myself because I have managed to save, and start into regrowth, all the cyclamen we had in
the conservatory last year; not just new ones, but the four which we have had for many years and which are now huge
and produce hundreds of flowers when they get going. One of these has a corm which is now the size and shape of a
slipper, about Size 6. Useful tips, if you are interested. First, indoor cyclamen hate to be too hot. They like cold, bright
conditions - your chilliest, south or west-facing room, please. Keep them moist, not wet. When their flowering season is
over, the corm needs to be ripened by exposure to plenty of hot sunshine, and kept dry. This summer rest is essential;
without it, they tend to just dribble on until they die. Mine usually stop flowering somewhere around the middle or end of
May, when I dry them off, pull off the dead leaves, and turn the pots on their sides with the corms facing the glass in the
greenhouse, but they will ripen just as well outside, if protected from the rain.
In late September, or thereabouts, there should be signs of regrowth; tiny pinkish-grey blebs appear in tufts on top of the
corm and sometimes around the sides. These will rapidly develop into leaves, so at this point the plants should be repotted. I use general purpose compost from Homebase mixed with about a third of garden soil. Knock off as much as
possible of the old soil and replant the corm in a larger pot. By the end of November the plants should be a mass of new
leaves and tiny flower buds. Mine get into their full flush at, or soon after, Christmas.
You might say, why bother? Why not chuck them out at the end of their season and buy fresh ones next autumn? They’re cheap enough, and people tend to give them to you anyway. True, but there is simple satisfaction in
keeping them going and greeting them anew each autumn like old friends. It’s a nice thing to do. And there is more to it
than that...
I was intrigued by a piece in the Sunday Times of September 18th, 2016, entitled ‘Plants help office workers blossom’. It
seems that Dr. Craig Knight, a psychologist at Exeter University, has demonstrated that putting plants into offices
‘boosts people’s productivity by almost a fifth’ and also ’...improved job satisfaction and sense of well-being’. Bosses,
apparently, prefer ‘lean’ work spaces - bleak, minimalist, monochrome styling which looks ‘efficient’ and gives them a
sense of control. You can imagine . We have all seen these places on TV, even if we haven’t actually worked in them.
The article states: ‘But in reality it crushes the human spirit... Adding plants makes people happier and more productive but the real benefit comes from giving them autonomy.’ Huh? Really? A few plants? It all sounded pretty glib and
rather unlikely. And where does autonomy - freedom of choice - come in?
So I looked up the research which prompted the piece in the Sunday Times and, as you may imagine, it isn’t quite that
simple. Though it nearly is. Basically, bosses don’t like offices cluttered up with personal stuff, which they regard as distractions, but employees do. What is more, people like something to look after. We like to nurture. It is a human fundamental urge. And we like to have the choice of being able to do so. Sadly, even the most liberal and enlightened boss is
unlikely to put up with your bringing your children to work, or your pony, nor yet your beloved Labrador, or even a
Guinea pig. Hamster? White mouse? Nah. Let’s keep the office clean, lean and minimal, they cry with one accord. I
quote Dr. Knight again: ‘We don’t understand why putting someone in an impoverished space should work, when it
doesn’t work for any other animal on the planet. Put an ant in a lean jam jar or a gorilla in a lean cage and they’re really
miserable, so why should it work for people?’ (My italics.) He found that simply ‘greening up’ the office with plants made
people feel better and work better - even when the plants were not their own, but were brought in by experimenting scientists. And the converse held true, too - when the plants were taken away, the people performed worse. Knight says;
‘...what the research shows is fascinating. You can take an identical space, and you just move plants in or out, and people can feel significantly sicker - headaches, dry throat, too hot, and so forth - simply according to whether or not plants
are there.’ So, you office managers out there, the message is simple: give us the freedom to bring in our cactus called
George, or the African Violet that likes fluorescent lighting, or the clay head with mustard-and-cress hair, or the avocadostone-sitting-in-the-neck-of-a-bottle-of-water, and allow us to talk to them and cosset them and admire their healthy
gloss, just like we do at home, because it is good for us all! Including your account books!
And another thing. In the recent (Nov. ’16) edition of The Garden, the RHS bulletin, there is a piece headed ‘Urban
greening is not just for decoration.’ It starts ‘New research into green walls and roofs concludes they may help improve
city life more than was first thought.’ There is a picture of tall buildings covered in plants and surrounded by trees. The plants, it is reported, improve living conditions in the cities - they reduce
noise; they trap certain pollutants; and they help to
reduce the ‘heat island’ effect of all that brick and
concrete. The beneficial effects are so marked that
France has made planning laws requiring partgreening of all new buildings in commercial areas,
and so have the individual cities of Tokyo, Munich,
Copenhagen, Zurich and Toronto.
So, you see, it’s not just a case of ‘eat up your nice
greens, dear’. Green things are important to us in
all sorts of other ways, too, even if we are unaware
of it. We must cherish them. Let us favour the pub
that is dripping with window boxes and fiercely protect our parks and village greens and wildflower
verges and urban trees.
Hello, cyclamen, how ya doin’? Maybe your pals
will come for Christmas...
Roger Burt.

A cyclamen plant

Community Education at the Marlborough School,
Woodstock
We run an extensive programme of courses for adults within the
school all year round (apart from school holidays).
A full weekly programme of courses will begin again in
January 2017. We will be offering the following courses:
Legs, Bums and Tums Tuesday 7.30pm
Backs and Abdominals stretch class Wednesday 5pm
Pilates (Mon or Thurs 11.15am)
Yoga (spaces every day we run except both Monday classes)
Tai Chi 6.15pm Tuesdays
Badminton for All Monday 8.05-9.05pm (earlier class full)
Psychology 2 Wednesday 7-9pm
Guitar (Acoustic) Next Steps (2) Wednesday 7.45-8.30pm
Guitar (Acoustic) Improvers Wednesday 6.45-7.30pm
Singing for the Terrified Tuesday 6-7pm
SongThreads Beginners Choir 7-8pm
SongThreads Improvers Choir 8-9.15pm
French Next Steps January / More Steps May Wednesday 78.30pm
Italian Next Steps January / More Steps May Tuesday 7-9pm
Italian Improvers Tuesday 7-9pm
Spanish Beginners Thursday 7-9pm
Spanish Improvers Monday 5.00-6.30pm
Watercolour Painting for Beginners Thursday 1.15-2.45pm
Watercolour Painting for Improvers Thursday 3-4.30pm
Life Drawing Wednesday 7.15-9.15pm
Drawing and Painting for Beginners Tuesday 6.30-8.30pm
Cooking Through the Seasons: the Wonders of Winter
Wednesday 6.50-9pm
Body Love – Learn to Love Your Body starts in February
Monday 6.30-8pm
Our next 2 Saturday workshops are (check our website for upto-date availability):
Saturday 28 January:
Badminton 10-11am £10
EFT/Tapping Introductory Workshop 10.00am-12.30pm £20
Back, Neck and Shoulder Massage 10.00am-12.30pm £20
Restorative Yoga Workshop 10am-1pm £20
Applemac for Beginners 10am-3pm £31
Drawing with Confidence 10am-4pm £35
Italian Cookery: Tuna Pate with Homemade Mayonnaise and
Chocolate and Walnut Cake 10am-4pm £39+ingredients
Learn to Love Your Sewing Machine 9.30am-4.30pm £41
+materials
Stained Glass 10am-5pm £41 +materials
Archery 11.05am-12.05pm £10
Home Herbal: Making Herbal Teas, Tinctures 1.30-4.30pm £20
Saturday 4 March:
Patchwork (by Machine) for Beginners 9.30am-4.30pm
£41+materials
Badminton 10-11am £10
iPad / iPhone for Beginners 9.30am-12.30pm £20
Punch Board Crafts 10am-1pm £20 +materials
Yoga: Exploring Yin and Yang 10am-1pm £20
Sugarcraft Cupcake Decorating – Pretty Cupcake Toppers 10am
-1pm £26 +materials
Traditional Upholstery Workshop 10am-4.30pm £50 +materials
Painting Using Special Effects 10am-4pm £35
Italian Cookery: Risotto and Lemon Scaloppine 10am-4pm £39
+ingredients
Stained Glass 10am-5pm £41 +materials
Singing for the Terrified 10.30am-1pm £20 (or £30 if attend both
singing workshops on same day)
Archery 11.05am-12.05pm £10
iPad / iPhone for Improvers 1-4pm £20
Pilates with Balls and Bands 2-4pm £13.50
SongThreads Choir Workshop 2-4.30pm £20 (or £30 if attend
both singing workshops on same day)
A full copy of our 2016-17 brochure is available to download on
the Marlborough School website
www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed
Mrs Jenny Bodinham, Coordinator, 01993 813592

Fritwell School
Nursery News!
As you will be aware Fritwell School opened its doors to 3
year olds in September and what an excellent service for
the community it’s proving to be. We have children
coming from all parts of our catchment area and word is
spreading about the wonderful provision in our Early Years
Unit.
We are very lucky to have a very skilled Early Years
teacher in Ms King. It’s amazing what a difference there is
in child development between the 3 and 4 year olds and
Ms King, along with our very experienced Nursery
Assistant, Mrs Dallaway, has worked really hard to ensure
that the environment and the learning opportunities are
suited to the younger children, as well as the Reception
children.
It is a real challenge to recruit quality staff for a nursery
environment, especially considering our location. As a
maintained school, we have to have a trained teacher and
a support worker who is trained to NVQ Level 3 in
childcare. Nurseries and pre-schools that do not form part
of a school do not have to follow the same guidelines. Our
third member of staff in the Unit looks after the Tiddlers
(our 3 year olds) at lunchtimes and supervises the
children. We are always looking for people who might be
interested in covering staff absences and there is a
possibility that we will be recruiting more staff in the near
future. If you are interested in working in a nursery unit
(with or without the necessary qualifications) please
contact me via the School Office.
I am very lucky in that if I need a break from the office I
can go and spend 20 minutes with our youngest pupils
and then feel completely refreshed. Having spent most of
my teaching career in junior classrooms, it has been a real
eye opener to see how children learn and develop through
play. It really is a lovely environment, both to work and
learn in. If you are interested, or know of anyone who
might be interested in finding a nursery place for a child,
and have missed our open mornings, please contact the
office to arrange a visit to the school.
Have a lovely Christmas!
Debbie McLeod, Headteacher

Heyford Park Residents & Community Development Association
Heyford Park Residents and Community
Development Association – December VN
The committee lost a great character in early
October. Chris Mullineux had been the chairman
up to February this year and stepped down due to
health reasons. The Residents Association at its
meeting at the end of October stated it was very
grateful for the work he had done for the
community and the tireless efforts he put into the
Residents Association, significant appreciation
was expressed by everyone that attended, Chris
will be sorely missed.
Support / Event information and Looking
ahead
With the evenings closing in and winter on our
doorstep, The Residents Association continues to
support community issues where it can and
encourages the local community to contact
hprcda@gmail.com if they need support.
In October Dorchester held an event where it
engaged the community on its planning for phase
9 which aims to include 300 new houses. It also
outlined its plans for green space. For more
information please visit the Heyford Park
residents website
www.heyfordparkresidents.org.uk/
We are pleased that the Village Centre South
planning application has been approved and
works will start in January.
Looking ahead early next year we are planning to
hold a community engagement session about the
future plans for Heyford Park and the additional
1,600 houses that are being planned. Keep your
eyes out for an invite on the Heyford Village
facebook page or
www.heyfordparkresidents.org.uk/

Heyford Park - Christmas Get-Together
…. Mince Pies and Mulled Wine
Last year’s mince pies and mulled wine social
evening, organised by the Heyford Park
Residents
and
Community
Development
Association Committee, was so popular we’ve
been asked to do it again! Helen Heath from the
Community Shop has kindly offered the Café
again for the venue, and it will be held on the
Saturday before Christmas. There’ll be juice for
the children and plenty of mince pies and mulled
wine. Come along and enjoy a relaxing hour or
so and meet up with old and new residents for a
chat over a glass and a mince pie.
See you there!

HEYFORD PARK COMMUNITY GARDEN
It has been an exciting time in the garden, Bats flying around,
Hedgehogs starting to use the Hedgehog Hotel to hibernate in and
Halloween. We had an eyeball hunt and pumpkin carving
afternoon , which was a first, and thoroughly enjoyed by all.
A profit of £32 was made which is wonderful as we then could buy
some compost for top dressing the fruit bushes.
Our next MEGA EVENT is the Christmas Bazaar, which is in its
3rd year and a very popular place to get all of your Christmas gifts,
many are hand crafted, so you won't find them in the shops as they
are unique. Also we have heard that Santa will be stopping by to
hear any pre Christmas wishes so he can try and make those
dreams come true. This is on December 3rd, so make a date in
your diaries.

Chris Mullineux remembered
Chris was born in Farnworth near Manchester and studied Planning at
Manchester University. After qualifying he worked first in Stirling then in
Easter Ross in the Highlands of Scotland; he was very involved with the
development of oil industry in that area.
We moved to Oxfordshire in 1983 when Chris started work with West
Oxfordshire District Council as a Planning Officer, until he got completely fed
up with the bureaucracy, and then worked as a Planning Consultant until
1994. He then had a complete career change and worked with The
Environment Agency as a Lock Keeper and Team Leader until he retired. He
always said it was a pleasure to go to work on the river.
Chris & Catherine shared five children, eight grandchildren and three great
grandchildren. He was very involved with the grandchildren as they were
growing up and had many adventures with them.
Edward Fraser observes: Chris & Catherine moved to Heyford Park in
Chris with his much loved dog, Blue
August 2013 and Chris very quickly got involved in the Residents
Association becoming Chair in 2014. He was very aware of the uncertainty
felt by the community because of the development and worked hard to make
sure people were kept informed of what was going on. He deeply cared about everyone within the community and the door was
always open to help; aid and inform. He helped with various Free School Projects and was one of the founders of the Community
Garden. He was passionate about the Neighbourhood Plan; he realized that development was inevitable but was determined to try to
shape it in the best way possible for the existing community and surrounding areas.
Living where we do on Heyford Park, we get through a lot of neighbours. But Chris was special, he has definitely made his mark on
our community, since moving here three and a half years ago. He unexpectedly became chairman of the residents and community
development association in 2013 and it rapidly became apparent that he was able the win the trust of people on all sides of a debate,
useful in a lot of the work he carried on outside of the meetings to push forward the residents’ wishes. Few need reminding that 2013 14 was a turbulent year in the history of our community and Chris was exactly the right person to help and guide us.
I have chosen two quotes from the many tributes that have poured in:
“His passing is a loss to all who live here, many who may have never known of him, but who will benefit from his willingness to serve
them. The knowledge and experience that he carried with him made him an excellent chairperson”
And, from another: “he was always my first port of call when I had something to discuss about the community. We shared a few
laughs, too”
On that note, I walked with Chris to the Barley Mow on a few occasions. On the way back, there was a time when the usual route was
fenced off, forcing a longer walk back to Eady road - but Chris knew a shortcut, where a fence had ‘accidentally’ blown over. We used
it a few times until at one residents association meeting, a concerned resident brought up the issue of the of the fence being insecure,
particularly at one point, where people had been spotted breaking through.
We don’t have to look far to see the work he has done – the most obvious is the community garden, which Chris was instrumental in
securing from the developers and in its transformation from a very ordinary piece of ground to what it is now – bringing people
together in a beautiful, happy place. One example is that Chris drew the plans for the paths and no doubt used his charm to talk the
developers into building them for us.
Chris really cared about the future of Heyford Park and had a vision of the future that was based on community spirit. He was
influential in the setting up of the neighbourhood plan, of which he was a passionate advocate. His views on development are shared
by many, especially in relation to brownfield development prioritised over greenfield development.
My children naturally loved having Chris as a neighbour. One day, Annabel, then 5 was set a particularly challenging piece for
homework and she wanted to ask Chris for some advice – at least it was a good excuse to pop round.
She had to find out eight facts about the queen, but only knew six. Chris offered two more,
“She smokes cigarettes” he said and
“She takes money from poor people”
This was duly written down and handed in the next day!
As I wrote this, more examples of Chris’ achievements came to mind. The dog park is another one, cherished by the community, most
of whom are dog lovers, just like Chris. None of these were single-handed achievements and that is what Chris was all about – the
involvement of everyone for the common good.
Goodbye Chris. Your memory is bringing people together. I think you would have liked that.
We send our condolences and very best wishes to Catherine and families at this sad time

UPPER HEYFORD NEWS
The Bomb Squad is called out!
This story probably relates to a
period of time from around the
First
World
War
when
somebody purchased a tiny
bottle of Picric Acid (look it up
on Wikipedia!) and left it on a
windowsill.
This and other bottles were still
in the old kitchen of The Byre
(Orchard Lane) when Harvey and Sam Smith bought the
property a few years ago.
On Thursday the 10th November, Harvey was doing some
tidying up and had decided to keep the Picric Acid bottle
but to dispose of the contents. He looked it up on Google,
found pictures of the same bottle and read what it could
be. In a liquid form it should be safe (for use on burns) but
it had crystallised around the top, where the liquid had
evaporated, and in a crystallised form it can be very
unstable and it is highly explosive.......
Harvey then spent a few hours on the phone to OCC,
CDC, The Environment Agency, none of whom could offer
any help, and eventually he called the Police. Just before
midday two of our Boys in Blue turned up, they 'Googled'
the offending bottle, rang their Sergeant and awaited
instructions. An hour later, the bottle still on the windowsill,
the Sergeant rings and advises to stay well clear of the
bottle and that the bomb disposal crew are on their way
from Northolt. 90mins later an armoured lorry with 'Bomb
Disposal Unit' written in bold letters turns up and is
carefully manoeuvred into the driveway of The Byre by
Rod Stentiford. The two soldiers jump out, run into the
house an then proceed to peer at the tiny bottle. They ask
for a phone with Internet access and then ........ 'Google' it
to find out what it is!
After much deliberation a controlled explosion in one of
Hugh Jones' fields was considered to be the best course
of action. Hugh, being the helpful chap he is, identified a
field the other side of the railway line and the four
observers (the Police, Harvey, and Chris Coe) were
starting to get especially excited. Sadly, by the time this
solution had been sorted out, Ardley Tip had reluctantly
agreed that it could go there instead.
At 3pm a red steel box, bubble wrap and thick rubber
gloves were brought into the house and the bottle was
carefully picked up, delicately wrapped, put in the red box
and sent on its way to Ardley. The four observers felt they
had been robbed of the end of their story because they
were not allowed to accompany the little bottle.
Did anyone hear an explosion, or at least a small "pop",
from the direction of Ardley at around 4pm?!

St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting
1st September

In memory of Janice Nash by Marilyn
and Tim Bigelow.

5th September

In celebration of the 72nd birthday of
the late Ron Beasley. By Fay Ellis.
‘Roses are red, Violets are blue.
There’s no-one I could love more Than
the way I love you. Love you, Grampy,
From Fay, Sam and all our cousins
xxxxx’.

12th September

In celebration of the 80th birthday of the
late David Stillgoe. ‘Remembering you
with love, Dad and Granddad,
Jackie, James, Vicky, Martin and
Amelia.’

16th September

In celebration of the birthday of the
late Jan Woski. ‘All my love, Ann.’

1st October

In celebration of the birthday of the late
Jimmy James. ‘With love from
Maureen, Peter, Paul,
Debbie and Grace.’

2nd October

In memory of my precious wife,
Rosalie Jean Barker nee Wyatt,
who died a year ago today.
‘Always loved and never
forgotten. All my love, darling.’
Ray

5th October

In memory of the late Gilbert Jack
Brain, who died in 1972. ‘With
love from your daughter, Ann’.

14th October

In celebration of the birthday of
the late Mr Jim Smith.

16th October

In celebration the 51st wedding
anniversary of Roland and the
late Christine Smith. ‘Christine, all
my love on our 51st wedding
anniversary. You will be forever
in my heart. Roland.’

17th October

In memory of Jean Rosalie
Barker who was laid to rest one
year ago today. Jean was caring,
generous and special and is
missed and loved by all the
family. She was also the most
wonderful wife one could ask for.
All my love always. Ray. ‘

21st October

In celebration of the 44th wedding
anniversary of Ann and the late
Jan Woski. ‘Missing you on our
wedding anniversary and wishing
you were here. All my love, Ann’.

23rd October

In celebration of the birthday of
the late Sarah Leigh Baker.
‘Thinking of you on your birthday
and every day. Love from Mum,
Tom, Joe, Carley, Matthew,
Sandra, Mandi, Adam and
families.’

Architect of Upper Heyford Rectory Celebrated

The Randolph Hotel 1868

A blue plaque to celebrate
the work of William
Wilkinson architect of
many fine Victorian
buildings including The
Randolph & Upper Heyford
Rectory

Wilkinson’s sketch design for the Rectory 1860s

Oxford Mail photo
The plaque at 5 Beaumont Street

Upper Heyford Rectory in its heyday

The work of William Wilkinson, the architect of the Upper Heyford Rectory and many other Victorian buildings during the
second half of the 19th century, has been recognised by the unveiling of a blue plaque at No 5 Beaumont Street,
Oxford, where he practised from 1860 to1886.
The rectory was built for the Rev Charles Bridges Mount, rector from 1864—1878, who was also a great benefactor to
the church and parish being responsible for the rebuilding of the church which was in a dilapidated state and the
construction of the new rectory (all at his own cost).
The few of us left who remember the rectory in its heyday will recall the glorious garden, including the kitchen garden
with its Victorian lean-to greenhouse, wonderful front lawn on which many church fetes and plays were held and, in a
nostalgic sense, the passing of a more simple way of life in which the rectory played a pivotal role.
It really is shameful that the building has been treated so shabbily by those who purport to be responsible for
protecting our architectural heritage.
Ian Lough-Scott, Upper Heyford Historical Society

Upper Heyford 200 Club
The lucky winners were:
1st

£30 No 87

Nick Garner

2nd

£20 No 111

Audrey Stewart

3rd

£10 No 163

Cynthia Griffiths

The 200 Club will be funding the Over 75s Christmas
presents and the Warreners Christmas lunch plus a
donation to the church repairs fund again this year

The Friends of Saint
Mary’s, including Ann,
Maureen, Peter and
Mary would like to thank
all those who support the
‘lighting of the church
tower’ project in aid of
the church restoration
fund. Your generosity
over the last year has
yielded a profit close to £1,000.
We also wish you the joys of the coming season.

SOMERTON NEWS
CHRISTMAS LUNCH AND PARTY
Sunday 11th December
What better way to round off the year but with a fabulous
Christmas Lunch in your very own village hall with your
local friends and family. What's more, there will be a party
afterwards and there are discussions about a Reindeer
Drive too (yes that is a Beetle Drive but with Reindeer and
for those who haven't been to a Somerton Beetle Drive you
have no idea what you are missing!). So a delicious home
cooked Christmas Lunch, entertainment, a disco and
dancing - what more could you wish for? But that's not all,
as with the wonderful tradition in our village, this event is
FREE OF CHARGE to all Somerton Social Club
members! There will be a limit on numbers though due to
catering so please please put your name on the guest list
as soon as possible. Email us at this email for your free
tickets.St. James Somerton
David Ray has very kindly agreed to the floodlight the
Church again through the winter months. If you would like
to sponsor an evening (£10) with a personal message on
the board please get in touch with Jill Burton (345147 or
email dandjburton@btinternet.com. It does look amazing
on these dark evenings.

In October we held our Harvest Supper
which was well attended by over 30
members and guests.
We sat down to a veritable feast including
a whole ham beautifully cooked by Carol,
quiches, pate, and salads, followed by a
variety of puddings, mostly apple based as the season
dictated washed down by plenty of wine. We don’t do
things by half in Somerton!
Thanks go to all the members who cooked, served and
cleared away with special thanks to Shirley who organized
the whole thing in her usual inimitable fashion.
Our speaker for the November meeting cancelled so we
were indebted to Amanda Lickorish who stepped in at the
last minute. A lady with an engaging personality she gave a
talk on felting, how it is made, what types of fleece are best
and then under her direction we made felt balls, suitable for
necklaces or decoration. She had real enthusiasm and it
was a very enjoyable evening. Sadly there weren’t many
of us, the adverse weather presumably having some effect,
but those of us who had braved the elements had a really
good time.
December will be our renowned Christmas Supper. It will
be held on Tuesday 13th December. Please come and join
us in celebrating the Festive Season with excellent food
and good company. Members £3 non-members £8.
Tickets will be on sale soon from Shirley 01869 346868.

On November 13th we had a Service of Remembrance at
which Malcolm Arnold laid a wreath on behalf of the Parish
Council at our Memorial. Thank you to all those who took
In January we have Angie Woodard returning, this time to
part.
give a talk on Making your own fruit & herbal teas from
Henry George Brown was christened on 20th November – herbs in the garden to aid with health such as respiratory
welcome Henry!
problems & insomnia.
Our Service of Advent Carols on 4th December at 6.00 pm
will be dedicated to Singing for Syrians – Victoria Prentis Shirley 01869 346868 e-mail shirleymgrant @hotmail.com
launched this initiative last year to support those in the
greatest need in Syria raising over £80,000 for the Hands
Up Foundation paying medical salaries in Aleppo and
funding a prosthetic limb clinic for Syrians. The new
lighting will be used to great effect and there will be
candles and excellent refreshments. We would ask for
donations of £10 in support of this Charity.
We shall also be singing carols at the traditional service of
Matins with Holy Communion at 11.00 on 18th December.
All are welcome to join us.
On Christmas Eve at 4.00 pm we celebrate the Nativity
with a cast ranging from donkeys to babies, children and
adults.
There is no rehearsal apart from a run through at
Sunday Club on 11th December 9.30 and all shepherds,
angels and everyone are welcome to join us. There will
be mulled wine and refreshments afterwards.
At 9.30 on Christmas Day there will be a service of
Christmas Holy Communion for all the family.
Our Christingle service will be held on 8th January 2017.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS SUPPER
Tuesday 13th December
Somerton Village Hall
7.30 for 8.00p.m.
Everyone is welcome
Tickets from Shirley 01869 346868
Members £3
Non-members £8

Just a Field
October sun warms cooling grass on Somerton flood
plains
Long gone the shy curlew calling from Cherwell ditch
drains
With heron and flash of blue kingfisher to thrill
Will look forward to red sunset over the mill
Flood plains eerily covered its misty rising coating
Cows almost smothered as if they are floating
Cattle will soon move to safe warm storage
Look for sly fox on his deadly forage
Whiff of damp wood smoke from friendly passing
barge
Goose is still here - he thinks he’s in charge
Father on the road told his son “its only a field”
To me it’s my outlook and something special to shield.
STEPHEN BARTLETT

SIX NATIONS - Feb and March 2017
Due to popular demand we will be showing the
England Six Nations rugby matches again next
year on the big screen in the village hall. The
fire will be lit and the bar open. Those of you
who have been to these screenings know this
is one for all the family. Come along and cheer
on the boys!

Cathy Wrighton 1963—2016
Just before going to print we received the shattering news that
Cathy had died and we send our condolences to her family.
Cathy was an incredibly hard working and much loved lady who
will be sorely missed by all she touched.

Events Calendar - At a Glance
Saturday 3 December

Cherwell District Council Planning Consultation
Franklins House, Bicester 10am—6pm

Saturday 3 December

Heyford Park Christmas Bazaar at The Chapel
10.30am—3pm

Sunday 4 December

Singing for Syrians, Somerton Church 6pm

Sunday 4 December

Choros Advent Carols by Candlelight
Deddington Church 6.30pm for 7pm

Sunday 4 December

Teeny Tiny Christmas tree lighting and Albert Finney’s film Scrooge
Upper Heyford Reading Room 4pm

Tuesday 6 December

Forum, Upper Heyford Reading Room— ‘Christmas with Charles Dickens’
Talk by James Williams

Friday 9 December

Craig’s Film Night, Upper Heyford Reading Room
Miracle on 34th Street with Richard Attenborough

Tuesday 13 December

SWIG Christmas Supper, Somerton Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm

Wednesday 14 December

Warreners Christmas Lunch, Upper Heyford Village Hall
Please note 1pm start

Saturday 17 December

Heyford Park - Christmas Get-Together …. Mince Pies and Mulled Wine
6.30—9pm The Cafe, Community Centre

Wednesday 21 December

Heyfords WI Christmas Lunch—Otters at Deddington 12.30pm

Saturday 24 December

Somerton Church 4pm—we celebrate the Nativity with a cast ranging from
donkeys to babies, children and adults.

Christmas Eve

St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Holy Communion 11pm

Christmas Day

Church services: Lower Heyford 11am, Somerton 9.30am
Heyford Park Chapel 10.30am

Sunday 8 January

Sunday Club Christingle service at Somerton 9.30am

Wednesday 11 January Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm

Wednesday 18 January Heyfords WI, Upper Heyford Reading Room at 7.30pm

