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CHILDRENS EASTER WORKSHOP

FUN & CRAFTS

GOOD FRIDAY 14th APRIL
10:00am—Mid-day

for primary school children up to year 6.
Children under school age must be accompanied by
an adult.

The Chapel, Heyford Park
572 Brice Road OX25 5TE

£1 PER CHILD
(to help towards the cost of materials and refreshments)

The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
BENEFICE OFFICE
572 Brice Road, Heyford Park, OX25 5TE Tel: 01869 233687
NEW OFFICE HOURS Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.30 –2.30

Tel: 01869 233687

To book a wedding or baptism Tel: 01869 233687 administrator@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk
Outside office hours please leave either a telephone or email message or in the case of an emergency
please telephone 01869 233249 or 07889 444 616
Dear friends,
Easter time in our churches is always a very special time. After the weeks of preparation during
Lent there is a real sense of joy as we celebrate the triumph of life over death. This message is
seen in the colour and vitality of spring as the decay of winter gives way to new life. After the
gloomy weather of winter, which seems to have affected people much more this year, the
prospect of lighter and longer days and warm weather is a real tonic.
In addition to the usual services during Holy Week and the Easter weekend we have a very
special event planned for Palm Sunday (9th April). At St. Mary’s Upper Heyford at 6pm there will be a dramatic
performance based around the life of the medieval mystic Julian of Norwich. It’s a fascinating story from which we have
much to learn. Please see the additional notice about this for more details. It is likely to be a very memorable occasion.
The extraordinary story of the resurrection is brought to us by the four gospel writers. They each have their own
particular angle on the events, shedding light on different aspects of the story, in the same way that four journalists
today might take different approaches for different audiences. Each gospel writer includes the experiences of others who
were there at that bewildering moment.
One thing is clear. At first the followers of Jesus did not know what to make of the empty tomb. The gospels make no
attempt to airbrush the bewildered reactions and misunderstandings of the key eyewitnesses. The fact that the women
take spices to the tomb to embalm Jesus body shows that they were not expecting a resurrection. The rest of the
disciples lock themselves into a house in Jerusalem, thinking that everything has come to an embarrassing end.
Thomas famously rejects any talk of resurrection unless he can touch and see the evidence. Everything Jesus taught
the disciples about his resurrection and what would follow seems to be forgotten. Its hardly an inspiring start.
The most significant moment in Christianity emerges from this muddle of confusion and disbelief. Yet this is the way
most people find faith. God has the ability to take the raw materials of our life and plant a seed of faith which matures
and blossoms. God does not wait for us to sort out our insecurities and doubts, he draws alongside us as we wrestle
with them and offers us light in the darkness.
This is symbolised wonderfully in the sunrise service we offer on Easter morning (6.30am at St. Mary’s Upper Heyford if
you are an early riser!). The service begins in semi-darkness outside the church with the congregation gathered around
a small wood fire, symbolising the courtyard where Peter denied knowing Christ during his trial. It is from that fire that
the Easter candle is lit, which remains in church all year as a symbol of faith and hope. From the dying embers of denial
a new flame of faith is kindled. In turn the baptismal candles presented during the year are lit from the Easter candle.
The message is clear. Living faith emerges in the midst of confusion and even denial. The church visibly embraces that
journey each Easter Day. Whilst the tone of Easter Day is certainly triumphal, it is not about celebrating the quality of our
faith as individuals, but celebrating God’s relentless desire and ability to transform our lives and our world.
The first witnesses of the resurrection were not awarded that privilege because they were saints and heroes of the faith.
But that is what they became as Christ’s transforming power became a reality in their lives. ‘For God who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Christ.’ (2 Corinthians 4:6).
With all good wishes and Happy Easter,
Stephen
Rev Stephen Griffiths

01869 222572

steph78griff@hotmail.com

Rev Geoff Price

01869 346262

geoffandhope@yahoo.com

Benefice Office

01869 233687

administrator@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk

WHAT’S ON IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY
THE FORUM
Upper Heyford Reading Room OX25 5LG
Tuesday 9th May at 7.30pm

Support your local churches!
Dear local residents,
We are always on the lookout for people who can lend
their skills and abilities to help maintain and expand the
work of our churches. At this time of year churches elect
new members to their council. There are all kinds of roles
to fulfil which help serve the community, from youth work
to flower arranging. If you are interested in volunteering at
St. Mary’s Upper Heyford or Heyford Park Church please
contact me for a conversation.

St Mary’s,
Upper Heyford

Talk by Dr Michael Rodgers
Publishing and the Life it Brings
Behind the scenes in the world of authors,
books, and ideas
Everyone welcome
A Cherwell Valley Churches Initiative

Heyford Park Chapel
All good wishes, Stephen
(Team Rector) 222572

steph78griff@hotmail.com

LOWER HEYFORD AND CAULCOTT MAY DAY FETE
6TH MAY 2-5pm
PARADE LEAVES SRORTS FIELD
AT 1.15pm
with Morris Dancers to Market Square

FETE OPENS at 2pm

The fete will be opened by
Stephanie Cole OBE
famous for her roles in
Tenko, Open all Hours, Dr Martin,
Coronation Street and many other film, theatre & TV

BUS TIMETABLE—HEYFORDS

CELL TALK
by Dana Bagshaw

ST MARY’S CHURCH,
UPPER HEYFORD
9th April, Palm Sunday, 6pm
ALL SHALL BE WELL
AND ALL SHALL BE WELL
AND ALL MANNER OF THING SHALL BE
WELL

SAINT JULIAN of NORWICH

Dame Julian of Norwich and Me.
Although we both came originally from Norwich, I can’t claim much of
a relationship with her, because she lived in the 14th Century. Also, I
am not sure that anyone knows her real name, because she took the
masculine name Julian from St.Julian’s, the church in Norwich where
she occupied a hermit’s cell. My actual connection with her, such as it
is, is through my sister, Angela Harris, who is one of the two actresses
coming on Palm Sunday, April 9th., to perform the play Cell Talk at St.
Mary’s. Angela plays the role of Julian and the other actress, Jane
Bower, plays Margery Kempe, a younger, middle-class woman. Jane
is a professional actress; Angela isn’t, although she should be. She
wanted to go to stage school and train properly, but our parents
wouldn’t allow it because of their religious scruples - “Actors have to
work on Sundays”... So she went in for nursing, but has acted as a
highly talented amateur all her adult life.
The play comprises conversations between the two women, imagined,
though based closely on their writings. Both of them wrote about their
experiences, Julian’s Revelations of Divine Love now recognised as a
classic of mysticism - although it was suppressed by the church for
600 years. The original manuscript is lost, but copies were made,
secretly, in nunneries down the centuries. The book deals mainly with
the sixteen visions she received when, at the age of thirty, she was
thought to be dying. This was possibly the earliest book written in
English by a woman. No wonder the church was outraged!
A
woman! - writing about a close, personal relationship with God,
without the intervention of priests! Intolerable. Margery Kempe’s book
- simply called Margery’s Book - is, in effect, an autobiography, and is
the earliest surviving book in English by a woman. It is a very honest,
lively and often comic description of herself and those she met.
After her illness, and the visions, Julian lived as an anchoress,
confined to a cell attached to the side of the church. It is still
there. She was attended by a servant and could converse through a
window which overlooked a garden. Her conversations with Margery
Kempe went on for a number of years and her relationship with
Margery warmed from ‘professional counsellor’ to close friend. The
main effect of the play is to explore the importance to both women of
being able to talk freely, to another woman, about their lives, joys,
fears and beliefs.
The play has been performed mainly in Cambridge, where both
actresses work with various theatre companies. It should make for a
fascinating evening on Palm Sunday. The play is not all serious; parts
of it are comic and even slightly bawdy (I’ve seen the script). Do come
if you possibly can. Angela and Jane are coming out of the goodness
of their hearts and are not charging us a fee. Entry is free and
unticketed. There will be refreshments after the performance - and we
shall hope for donations to cover the costs and to go to the church
Fabric Fund. Heather and I hope to see you there.
Roger Burt.
NB Not suitable for children

(times shown are for Heyford Park, Heyford
villages will vary slightly)
Bus Services from Heyford Park to Oxford
Monday to Friday
05.51; 06.51; 07.54; 09.05; 10.15; 11.15;
12.15; 13.15; 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.38;
18.40
Saturdays
06.20; 07.20; 08.15 and then at quarter past
each hour till 14.15; 15.17; 16.20; 17.33;
18.35
Bus Services from Heyford Park
to Bicester
Monday to Friday
06.17; 07.12; 08.24; 09.28; 10.43; 11.43;
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52;
17.57; 19.02; 19.54
Saturdays
06.45; 07.43;; 08.43; 09;43; 10.43; 11.43;
12.43; 13.43; 14.43; 15.43; 16.52;17.57;
19.02; 19.59
Bus Services from Oxford to Heyford Park
Monday to Friday
06.35; 07.45; 09.00; 10.05 then at 5 past
each hour every hour till 15.05; 16.10; 17.15;
18.25; and 19.20
Saturdays
07.05 and then at five past each hour till
15.05; 16.10; 17.15; 18.25; 19.20
Bus Services from Bicester to Heyford
Park
Monday to Friday
06.35; 07.35; 08.50; 10.00 and then on each
hour from till 1500; 16.03; 17.15; 18.20;
19.20
Saturdays
07.05; 08.00 and then on the hour each hour
till 15.00; 16.03; 17.15;18.20; 1920
Monday Healthy Heyford Walks
Why not join us!
We meet at Upper Heyford Village Hall at 09:55
am (unless otherwise arranged) Walks last for
approx. 2 – 2 ½ hours; and are usually about 5 – 6
miles in length unless otherwise stated.
It’s a social occasion too, we talk as much as we
walk!

Poetry Corner
Thanks to the well-connected Simon van Zwanenburg the Upper Heyford
Poetry Group were treated last month to a talk by a world expert on the
Japanese poetic art of haiku. Guess what? He, Susumu Takiguchi, lives just
a stones-throw away in Rousham! Is there no end to the hidden talent in our
neighbourhood? Susumu not only writes haiku poems but also organises
conferences, writes editorials, and is keen to open up this ancient art-form to
the world. He gave us a fascinating talk, discussion and workshop too, giving
us a chance to have a go at this very Japanese art.
What is a haiku you may wonder? In a nutshell it’s a very short poem
consisting classically of just three lines of five, seven and again five syllables
respectively. Susumu argues that this is structure is definitely not set in
stone and the content should outweigh the form. However, haiku is a
minimalist, pure form that is very difficult to get right. Having recently visited
Japan I can claim to have just scratched the surface of this complex society,
but I was aware of aspects of the Japanese character that come through in
this poetry. Firstly it is rooted in nature, and specifically the seasons ( the
Japanese almost worship the cherry blossom season); secondly there is a tendency towards sadness and regret; thirdly,
there is evident the ever-changing emotions, relationships and thoughts that make up our experience. It is an existential
form of poetry. The Japanese are very sensitive to living in the present and they put a lot of effort into making a moment
special:the famous tea ceremony is an example. We in the West are perhaps more concerned with the past and future
and cling to continuity, whereas a haiku is about the fleeting moment. It’s like a snapshot of nature, weather, experience
and emotion. Some examples of what I’m trying to get at are as follows:
first snow my child’s footprints no longer
fit into mine

dripping mist
pulls the sky
into the valley

faint sunlight
injecting the veins
of a falling leaf

These three are some of Susumu’s selections of world haiku. Here are some older Japanese ones by Basho, perhaps
the best known Haiku poet:
autumn moonlight a worm digs silently
into the chestnut

a monk sips morning tea
it’s quiet
the chrysanthemum’s flowering

And finally two from Susumu Takiguchi, to whom again we extend our gratitude for giving us such an interesting and
stimulating evening:
rained down
drooping roses
turn to the sun

in perpetuity
migrating betwixt two nations
a lone goose

Echoes of William Blake, Wordsworth, Ted Hughes perhaps? The haiku, though uniquely Japanese, has had much
influence in the West especially among poets close to nature and human emotions. It has certainly broadened our
experience in our naturally West-centred poetry group to have Mr Takiguchi’s brilliant exposition of an Oriental way of
writing poetry. Richard Bailey
Pop-up Cafe
St Mary’s Lower Heyford
Thursday mornings 11am—12.30pm
A welcoming place to meet together over a cup of fresh
coffee or tea, home made sandwiches and cake
Open to all during term time, advisable to check if happening
on a particular date by contacting Emily
at emilyannedaly@gmail.com
Free of charge although donations towards running costs
gratefully received

Financial support for Valley News
Grateful thanks go to the Heyford Leys community for
generously raising £96 for Valley News, Warreners for
contributing £25, the parish councils and the many
families that support the magazine.
Without this financial help it would not be possible to
provide Valley News free to every household.

‘The Great Get Together’
Sunday June 18, 2—6pm
Upper Heyford Reading Room
& Marquee
The appalling murder of MP Jo Cox last summer at the time of the EU referendum is a terrible stain on our country’s democratic process
and freedom of speech.
Jo’s family and friends have resolved to channel
their grief into something positive, to work to
bring communities closer together at a time
when many seek to divide.
So let’s do our bit to celebrate the tragically
short life of Jo Cox and all that she stood for love and tolerance, not hatred and division.
There will cream teas (£2.50) in the Reading
from 2pm and an afternoon of joy for all ages to
mingle and chat and an opportunity for all of us
to appreciate how lucky we are to live in such a
beautiful and peaceful place.
Veronica & Ian 232788

The Bell Writers

Bicester Sculpture Group

The Bell Writers would be
glad to welcome practised
or novice writers to their
weekly forum at the Bell,
Lower Heyford and the
following particulars are
offered, with apologies to
the discerning.

In April and May you may notice
little blue Artweeks signs
springing up around the county.
It’s a wonderful opportunity to
visit the studios of working
artists and see what they’ve
been inspired to create.
But did you know that Bicester
plays host to a unique studio
where a dedicated group of sculptors work at the Old
Vicarage in Church Street? The group was the inspiration
of George Muller, a talented artist, who worked on notable
commissions in cathedrals as well as private houses. He
built the studio in the 1990s with the vision of creating
a space for sculptors to work together in a shared,
creative environment and his legacy continues today with
24 artists working in stone, wood, metal, clay and other
media. Most of the artists themselves live in villages
surrounding Bicester.
In a beautiful and inspiring location, make sure you visit
Bicester Sculpture Group when they open the studio and
the garden as part of Oxford Art Weeks, 13th to 21st May
(11am to 4 pm) and talk to the artists about their work and
maybe find inspiration in what you see.

The Bell's the place
You’ll find it ace.
Friday's the day
Come and have your say
At half past six.
Guaranteed no tricks.
Read us your stuff.
We can't get enough.
Write us a story
Of love, death and glory.
Though 100 words will do,
So would a chapter or two.
Well I'm blowed
What about an ode?
Have a drink.
See what you think.
When you've taken a peek,
You'll want to come every week
Roger Bowen (Editor), Bell Press

Lower Heyford Village School
- and its 3 remarkable women
by Peter Deeley

£5

See the village in a new light. How it looked 150 years ago.
Read the story of the century-long labours, lives and loves of
three dedicated school ma’ams. The bequeathed to a largely
illiterate community a level of of education beyond the dreams of
ordinary folk and built one of the country’s outstanding local
‘free’ schools.
Its birth was difficult, its achievements many-and its death
shoddy! (It should/would have been 150 years old this May.)
There’s romance here, mystery-and sadness. Music too. The
village was a centre of creative musical activity between the
world wars.
Then see in the book for the first time drawings of the village as
it was in mid-Victorian times, artwork done by Joseph Wilkins of
Deddington, shown here by permission of the holders of the
collection, Bodleian Library/University of Oxford
See too the previously privately-kept photographs of school life
in the 1920s and 1950s.
Can be delivered locally: £6.50 p&p by post: cheque/PO to P.Deeley, 2, Knapton’s Croft, Lower Heyford, Oxon
OX25 5NR Or apply to peter.deeley357@btinternet.com

LOWER HEYFORD
The Friends of Heyford Station
Proposed car parking charges at Heyford Station

In the period 2011/12 the number of passengers estimated
(by the Office of Rail & Road Statistics) to be using the
station was 27,532. The year-on-year estimates since then
have shown a steady increase, to the extent that the
estimated passenger usage for the 2015/16 period was
41,276 - an increase of almost 50%!
Over the same period the number of parking spaces at the
station has remained static at 28.
Being acutely aware of the increasing numbers of
passengers using the station, the Friends have been
repeatedly raising the issue of the capacity of the car park
(initially with First Great Western and now with Great
Western Railway) since March 2014.
However, very regrettably, despite a number of assurances
from FGW/GWR representatives that the matter would be
addressed, no progress has been made to improve the
situation. One such assurance, that the car parking
facilities would be expanded, was directly given by no less
than the FGW Projects & Planning Director when he
attended our meeting in August 2014.
A similarly disappointing situation prevails in respect of the
3 spaces that could be immediately restored if GWR was,
as it has previously promised, to press Network Rail to
remove the redundant infrastructure & associated
compound that used to serve the radio mast that was
removed in June 2015.
Therefore, given this lamentable history, it came as a
complete surprise when, at the end of February, a ticket
machine & notices warning of the impending introduction of
car parking charges (with effect from 6th March) appeared
at the station. Particularly as at no time in our approaches
to FGW/GWR have we promoted charging as a viable
option.
In view of this, and with specific regard to the incoherency
of certain deterrent aspects of the proposed charging
regime vis a vis the timings & frequency of the trains, we
promptly raised the matter with both the Managing Director
of GWR and the Oxford Station Manager.
To their credit they have arranged to immediately suspend
the implementation of the charges and (at the time of
writing) a meeting is shortly to be held with the GWR
Station Contracts Manager & the Public Affairs Manager.
Hopefully some solid progress will emerge from this
meeting that will lead to a positive & lasting outcome to the
benefit of the passengers that are the key to the future
wellbeing of the station. Peter John
Tony Kilby
It is with great sadness that we report the death of Tony,
aged 81, long time resident of Lower Heyford, who passed
away on 9th February .
We send our condolences to Margaret, his wife, and
children, Theresa, Tisa & Leroy, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren

Do you need a helping hand?
Financial support is available for anyone in the parish who
needs help with anything from travelling expenses to visit
relatives in hospital to essential household equipment,
buying school uniform, helping a victim of crime or
providing help in the home for people who are less able.
The Lower Heyford Relief in Need Charity is a longestablished charity. It derives its income from the rent of
property and agricultural land and this is used to help
people in times of genuine need or financial hardship, as
well as supporting projects which benefit people living in
Lower Heyford and Caulcott. The charity provides financial
help to residents of the villages who can demonstrate a
real and unavoidable need. Here are some examples of
things which would be considered:
Special payments to meet sudden distress.
Payment of travelling expenses for visiting people in
hospitals.
Grants of money towards the cost of essential household
equipment or furniture.
Providing medical and nursing aids such as wheelchairs.
Providing services in the home for people who are less
able.
Grants towards school uniforms.
Enabling school trips.
Helping a victim of crime.
Assistance following fire or other damage to a home.
If you live in Lower Heyford or Caulcott then you can find
out more about the grants by contacting the charity’s clerk
Dr Liz Goodwin via email liz_goodwin@ymail.com or by
ringing 01869 349950.
Maybe you feel you could benefit from the charity’s support
or you know someone who would. Please do get in touch
and let us know and we will organise for application forms
to be sent out. All applications are treated in the strictest
confidence.
The charity also helps young people aged between 16 and
25, who live in Lower Heyford or Caulcott, as they can
apply for a grant to help pay for their education or training.
The £250 Educational Grant for Young Persons was
introduced to help young people pay for the next stage of
their education or training. It is allocated for two years of
continuous study.
Dr Liz Goodwin, said: "We have already helped several
young people who are studying a variety of subjects
including law and film production, and we are keen to hear
from others who could benefit from the award. We know
there are lots of young people from the two villages who
would be eligible and applications are open now."
The £250 grant is not means tested and can be used to
pay for books, study trips, tools and equipment, including
computer equipment and software, or any other relevant
expenses. Applications are welcome from people who are
studying part time or full time, and the grant applies to
apprenticeships and vocational training either full or part
time, as well as university or college courses.
To be eligible, young people need to have been resident in
the parish for two years and the awards are open to
everyone, regardless of family or personal circumstances.
Dr Goodwin added: "The awards are a way for the villages
to support their young people and encourage them in their
endeavours. We know that the people who have already
received them have found the extra funding very
beneficial."

Alan Albert Humberstone
12th September 1939—21st February 2017

Simon Humberstone remembers his father
Alan Humberstone, my Dad, was born nine days after
WWII started. He claimed he didn't see a banana until he
was 18! Growing up in wartime North London ensured that
he grew up as a man of strong but understated character.
The many years in the Rover Scouts, along with Ron and
Frank completing many and varied activities ensured that
Alan developed a 'be prepared-ness' and an ability to turn
his hand to most things.
I remember many the hour that I 'helped' Dad by passing
him a spanner (open ended or ring), socket sets or feeler
gauges, whilst he was lying under or peering into the
engine bay of a series of cars, Cortinas, Zephyrs and even
a VW camper van to name a few. He even built the garage
at Fillebrook Avenue.
Often is the time that I say to Toby and Alice 'what is
Daddy best at?', with the response of 'fixing things' and
there was no person better at it than my Dad, he taught me
all that I know.
Alan was a dyed in the wool Tottenham fan, he had this
great trait in common with the rest of the family. For many
years he had a season ticket for White Hart Lane with his
father. One of my greatest memories is being at the FA
Cup Final replay in 1981 at Wembley Stadium, watching
Ricky Villa score his miraculous winner for Spurs and me
jumping up in to Dad's arms crying with joy.
Mum and Dad spent 52 happy years together as a
wonderful couple. Mum's hairstyle took on various forms;
beehive, Purdey (Joanna Lumley in the Avengers) and
even a perm, but Dad's fundamentally stayed the same
throughout.
Having got married in St. Andrew’s church in Enfield, and
heading east to Hockley to set up home; Mum and Dad
went from a couple to a four piece family, with the birth of
Louise and I. Ever since they have gradually progressed

westwards through Enfield (where Eileen, Dad’s sister still
lives), Grange Park and finally to Heyford.
The time he spent at Southend Airport was one of Dad's
first roles in his long career in the Civil Service. He has
many friends from his various postings, including from his
time at 149 Stamford Hill. A number of the friends from that
time continue to hold meetings in London, where a pub
crawl has now become a pub sit.
The roles that followed in his career were many and varied,
but one of note was where Dad was responsible for the
cars for the Duty men, which prompted one of my friends to
ask if my Dad was a car thief, as he never seemed to bring
the same car home twice.
Whilst in Grange Park, we played host to a number of
visiting antipodeans, in the shape of the younger members
of the Becke family and their friends. They were welcomed
with open arms on the understanding that whoever got
home first cooked tea -- unless it was Dad, of course. This
also gave him the opportunity of a new audience for his
array of little sayings. This is a trait which I have inherited
from Dad, so much so that some of my team at work are
collecting my sayings for posterity. To which, Dad would no
doubt have said ‘that tells the trained mind a thing or two’.
Having left suburbia behind, Mum and Dad came to live in
Lower Heyford nearly 30 years ago. Dad felt truly at home
and his involvement in village life has involved a long
period as Parish Council Chairman, an active role in
Friends of Heyford station and the Lower Heyford in Need
charity.
His time in Heyford enabled him to pursue interests
including genealogy, wood turning, geocaching and a
significant amount of allotmenteering as well as being an
honorary member of the WI on occasions. Louise and Rob
were married and Harry and Arthur were both christened
here in St Mary’s.
It has been overwhelming how many people have
expressed their respect and appreciation for Dad being
such a helpful, caring, engaging and well liked man.
Something that we always knew, but didn't appreciate how
many others did as well. Dad cared with all his heart about
his family and was never happier than when we were all
together. Alan was incredibly proud of all of us and
supported us in whatever we wanted to do, in his
understated but absolutely wholehearted way.
Alan Albert Humberstone, Husband, Dad, Grandad,
Brother. You have passed but you will never truly leave us,
there will always be a large part of you which will forever be
in our minds and our hearts.
Thank you for everything you have given me Dad. I’m a
lucky old spud.
Lynn and family
would like to thank friends and
neighbours for the messages of sympathy and acts of
kindness shown by so many following the loss of Alan
Also with grateful thanks to all who attended Alan’s
funeral and made donations to Lynn’s chosen charities:
Parkinsons UK (Research) and Prostate Cancer.
Stephen for his conduct of the service and emotional
support, Edd Frost & Daughters, for their caring and
efficient conduct of the funeral, the caterers and those
who helped, and most of all, the love and respect shown
for Alan by so many, which has been a great comfort to
the family at this sad time.

LOWER HEYFORD BOWLS CLUB – NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Ours is a small club with members from Upper and Lower Heyford, Heyford Park, Somerton and Duns Tew. In recent
years there has been a steady decline in the number of clubs carrying forward this ancient and proud tradition of the
game of bowls; sadly, Lower Heyford has not escaped this trend finding itself significantly depleted in terms of
membership but is determined to do all it can to keep the Club in existence.
Our 2017 season will open on Wednesday 26 April. Our Club Night is every Wednesday throughout the season when
the Club is open from 6.00pm. New members will be very welcome, so if you fancy giving bowls a try, please come
along wearing flat-soled footwear. Our bowling green and clubhouse is on Station Road (B4030) opposite the row of
cottages, between the boatyard and The Lane, on the right going toward the station or on the left coming from the
station. Parking is through the field gate at the west end. If you have no experience of the game we will teach you to
bowl and we have a stock of bowls of all sizes for use by novice bowlers.
This season we will also be holding a series of open Bowls and Barbecue events at a cost of £5 per person and there
will be a cash bar. These events will be held on the first Saturday of each month throughout the season commencing
6th May to 2nd September.
You can turn up at either a Club night or one of these Saturday events; you can also register now with our Secretary
Sharon Keen so we can keep you updated. Sharon can be contacted via our Facebook page, or email
Sharon.keenuk@gmail.com, or telephone 01869-232880. We look forward to seeing you on the green.

LOWER HEYFORD BOWLS CLUB
New Season Opens Wednesday 26 April - 6PM
ALL WELCOME
Station Road (B4030) Lower Heyford
Parking in field next to club
Visit us on Facebook
“LOWER HEYFORD BOWLS CLUB”

UPPER HEYFORD 200 CLUB

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN:
MIDNIGHT WALK 2017
Our 11th Midnight walk will take place
on Saturday 24th June. This year's
theme is 'Animals', so bring your
rabbit ears, slip in to a zebra onesie,
or join your friends in a giant
caterpillar. Whatever shape, size, or
type of animal you choose, you're sure to have a
memorable Midnight Walk! Before 30 April the "Early Bird"
entry fee is £15. (£20 thereafter) Please sign up today to
help raise money for your local hospice. Sign up at
www.khh.org.uk/midnight-walk
HOSPICE OPEN DAY – 12 MAY (2-5PM)
Drop in to the hospice on Friday 12 May from 2 to 5pm for
cake and a cuppa to find out more about what we do. Find
out how you can get involved as a volunteer or fundraiser,
or how you can refer someone to us. We hope you’ll be
able to join us! For further information, please visit
www.khh.org.uk/open-day
CALLING ALL KNITTERS! EASTER KNITS NEEDED
This year’s Easter Knits have been so popular we are now
in need of even more. Our knitted ladybirds, chicks and
bunnies raised over £7,000 last year. If you’re a knitter,
why not try your hand at making some of our Easter
novelties? For more information and our knitting patterns,
please get in touch or visit www.khh.org.uk/easter-knitting
EDUCATION COURSES FOR HEALTHCARE
PROFESSIONALS
We offer a range of educational opportunities including
short courses, placements and visits for doctors, nurses,
allied health professionals, care assistants and students.
We also run training sessions for our staff and volunteers.
This year we have three courses available for those
working in health and social care. The courses on offer are
‘Introduction to Palliative Care for Health Care
Professionals’, ‘Communication in End of Life Care for
Health Care Assistants’ and ‘Introduction to Palliative Care
for Health Care Assistants’. These courses are charged at
a fee ranging from £125 - £200 and will be run at
Katharine House Hospice. You can find out more
information and book your place for any of the courses via
our website, www.khh.org.uk alternatively you can contact
Annie
Essex
on
01295
811866
or
annie.essex@khh.org.uk.

Community Education at the Marlborough
School, Woodstock
We run an extensive programme of courses for adults within the
school all year round (apart from school holidays).
A full weekly programme of courses begins after Easter
(either the last week of April or first week of May). During the
summer term we are offering classes in the following:
Pilates (Mon or Thurs 11.15am)
Pliates Blitz (Thurs 12.35pm) – a short half hour class ideal for
working people
Yoga (Mon 9.40am, Mon 7.30pm, Tues 4.30pm, Wed 7pm, Thurs
9.30am)
Spanish Improvers (Mon 5.30pm)
Badminton for All Monday 7-8pm or 8.05-9.05pm
Tai Chi (Tues 6.15pm)
Italian More Steps (Tues 7pm)
Italian Improvers (Tues 7pm)
Singing for the Terrified Tuesday 6-7pm
SongThreads Beginners Choir 7-8pm
SongThreads Improvers Choir 8-9.15pm
Acoustic Guitar for Beginners 3 7.45pm
Acoustic Guitar for Improvers 3 6.45pm
Cooking through the Seasons: Spring into Summer 6.50pm
French More Steps 7pm
Watercolour Painting for Beginners 1.15pm
Watercolour Painting for Improvers 3pm
Pricing and length of courses can be found on our website or in
our brochure.
Our next Saturday workshop day is:
Saturday 20 May:
Acrylic Painting 10am-4pm £35
Digital Photography for Beginners 10am-3pm £62
Yoga for Spring with Janice Hellens 10am-1.30pm £23
Badminton 10-11am £10
Archery 11.05am-12.05pm £10
Traditional Upholstery Workshop 10am-4.30pm £50 +materials
Stained Glass 10am-5pm £41 +materials
If you would like a free printed copy of our brochure or to book a
place please telephone 01993 813592 or email
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk. All our courses are
competitively priced to give our students great value for money.
For up to date and comprehensive information about availability
on courses please see the school website
(www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed). As courses become
full they are listed for your information

Mrs Jenny Bodinham, Coordinator
Marlborough C of E School, Community Education
Tel: 01993 813592

Fatal aviation accident at Middle Aston mentioned in the February edition—further information
It would appear, from the limited information that we have, that the aeroplane was a DH2 Scout as shown here.
Peter John has provided additional information on the Hardie
family:
John Hardie was born in Erith in Kent on 26 November 1898.
His, somewhat sparse, service record online (in the Findmypast
website) shows the following:
Rank: 2nd Lt.
Description: on prob
Date of effect: 15-6-17
Date of London Gazette: 6-7-17
Description: Flying Officer & conf’d in rank
Date of effect: 6-1-18
Date of London Gazette: 2-2-18
Additionally, his record reveals that he had been seriously injured in an aero accident on 4 September 1917.

Coarse gardening
Is it just me, or did spring arrive very suddenly this year? There was I, one moment, sitting at the fireside writing about
snowdrops, and next thing I knew there were daffodils. The garden was a mess; I hadn’t attempted my winter clear-up;
fallen branches and mud everywhere. It hadn’t even been a proper winter - more of a rainy season, really. There were
very few of those crisp, clear days of frost and sunshine which make you want to get out there and enjoy the air. Just
relentless rain and chill. And then, suddenly, it was warm and sunny, there were daisies on the lawn and daffodils coming up in sheaves.
Early in March I found myself doing an extensive church-crawl (like a pub-crawl, but frightfully sober), distributing flyers
and posters for Cell Talk - not to the local Benefice churches, because they were being taken care of by Barbara from
the office and the clergy, but further-flung places of worship. Each church is surrounded, of course, by its own God’s
Acre, and I quickly realised that I was visiting a fascinating series of unintended nature reserves. Some of these little
country churchyards look like mediaeval Flowery Meads, the turf spangled with daisies, celandines, speedwells, little
wild daffodils, and primroses - especially primroses, masses of them, everywhere. They clearly revel in the undisturbed
(which is the polite way of saying neglected) ground and the shelter of old stone walls and lichened tombstones. Not to
mention phosphate-rich earth - though we won’t go into that. At Great Barton it looked as if someone had thrown handfuls of magenta confetti across the turf. It turned out to be hundreds of tiny cyclamen. I have never seen them before in
such happy profusion. At Weston-on-the-Green someone had done the same with brilliant, scintillating sapphire chips;
tiny scillas, they were, spilling out from a grave plot, into the grass, across the path and under the trees to mingle with
clumps of snowdrops. Snowdrops were, in fact, a major feature of every churchyard, often great masses of their glaucous grey-green leaves (the flowers over) around the periphery and in the more neglected corners, so that you might
long for a small spade and a nice capacious bag... They’ve got far too many at Bletchingdon! At Chesterton and Shipton particularly, they were mingled with the little frilly green Kermit-the-Frog collars of aconite leaves. No violets anywhere, surprisingly, until I got to St.Edburg’s at Bicester, where there is a big patch of white ones - though we have
some beauties to look at as you pass by in our own village, halfway up the High Street and on a grassy bank near the
top of Mill Lane, really strongly coloured violet ones. And some in my own front garden. They’re really good this year.
The sad thing is, I can’t see some of these small churches lasting a great deal longer. It was a Sunday when I did my
rounds and in a few places the congregation was arriving for a service, mostly people even more ancient and decrepit
than I. It didn’t look as though there would be another generation of churchgoers to follow on. What will happen to
these beautiful and venerable buildings then?
I have been reading recently about the fall of the Soviet Union; Mikhail Gorbachev - remember him? - and his policies of
glasnost and perestroika (restructuring). Don’t worry - this is relevant. Sort of. So, anyway, in the spirit of glasnost
(openness) Heather and I decided to hold an Open Garden in aid of our own ailing village church, St. Mary’s, with very
little notice, as the garden was pretty well at its spring peak and was worth looking at. In preparation for this, I was doing
a bit of restructuring of a buddleia bush which decided that it didn’t agree with perestroika and poked me sharply in the
eye with a stiff twig. It hurt like blazes for several minutes while I exercised my vocabulary. It’s a good eye, made of
proper pre-war materials, none of your modern plasticky stuff, which I have looked after, and through, for nigh on seventy eight years, and it had just been de-coked and re-bored by an excellent NHS cataract surgeon, so I was none too
pleased. Later, when I went indoors to wash, I was appalled by what I saw in the mirror; the left half of my face was the
usual standard geriatric, but the right side was werewolf! The eye was bright, gleaming, ruby red - all over. And - of
course, it would be, wouldn’t it - it was late on Friday afternoon... However, I did get to see the emergency GP eventually. It would sort itself out, she said. I made a note not to smile at anyone for a while, especially strangers. Too sinister.
So, to avoid further conflict with bushes leaping out at me to do the other eye, I bought some protective goggles, which
make me look like Mr Toad, especially when driving my little garden tractor. Still, if the choice is between looking silly or
going pure werewolf, I guess Toad has it. Poop poop!
Roger Burt.
AT-THE-DROP-OF-A-HAT OPEN GARDEN REPORT
We opened the garden on the afternoon of Saturday 18th March, not the best choice, as it turned out, because the
weather was iffy and we clashed with Six Nations Rugby on television, but it was the only plausible slot available to us
because of other commitments. And gardens won’t wait for a time to suit you! Despite everything, about thirty people
turned out and were more than generous with their money as well as their time.
Adding up receipts at the door, donations, and sale of cakes at
the end, we raised £165.50, all of which will go to St. Mary’s Fabric Fund to help in the eventual restoration of the village church.
Of course, you can’t do this sort of thing on your own. Such
events depend upon there being a team of willing supporters beavering away behind the scenes, doing all the donkey work. We
would like to thank these lovely people especially, as well, of
course, as all those who came to see the garden and contributed
with such good will and community spirit. It was a great afternoon, despite the weather.
Heather and Roger.

You may be aware that we
underwent an Ofsted
inspection on January 24th,
the result of which was that
Fritwell School is still graded
as “good”. It was a very
positive report and the staff
and governors of the school
are delighted with the
Fritwell School
outcome. You can read the
full report on our website, but I
thought I might pick out some of the key comments
the inspector made below:
•
Teaching is strong throughout the school.
•
Teachers and Teaching Assistants work
effectively to support pupils’ learning
throughout all key stages.
•
Pupils enjoy coming to a school that has a
warm, caring and respectful ethos.
•
You set high expectations (for pupils and
staff).
•
You have rapidly addressed any variability in
teaching and rightly placed a firm emphasis
on securing the highest quality staff
appointments.
•
Pupils make strong progress across the
school (including most disadvantaged
pupils).
•
…progress is particularly rapid for many
during key stage 2.
•
Pupils demonstrate consistently positive
attitudes to learning…
•
You have a strong overview and
understanding of the individual needs of all
disadvantaged pupils.
•
You demonstrate a clear drive to achieve the
best outcomes for your pupils.
•
You ensure each member of your school
community, staff and pupils, feels valued.
•
…motivated staff who share your vision and
support you well.
•
The school is calm, orderly and productive.
Our next steps were listed as:
•
Ensuring that the attendance rates of
disadvantaged children continue to improve
(although it was acknowledged in the letter
that we had taken swift action to improve
this).
•
Ensuring that teaching is further improved so
that pupils make rapid progress in all key
stages (this is a continuation of the work we
have already done in ensuring that we
employ only the highest quality staff and
deploy them effectively).
I have now been Headteacher here for three years
and this was the first time that I had undergone an
Ofsted inspection in this role. Whilst it was an
exhausting process, it was a very fair one and it
has been good to have someone outside of the
school community to confirm what we already
knew about our lovely school. However, it should
once again be said that such a good report could
not have been achieved without the consistent
hard work of the staff, pupils, governors and
volunteers of the school and the backing of the

parents and wider community.
Thank you all for your incredible support. Our
school would not be as successful without it.
Nursery Provision
You may be aware that from September the government
are introducing 30 hours free funding for nursery care. As
a provider, we have to consider whether we continue to
offer 15 hours or increase our offer to 30 hours. It would
really help me and the governing body to hear your
opinions on this. Would you have taken up the 30 hours
offer had it been available when your children were 3 years
old, or would you have preferred to stay with the 15 hours?
Please let me know via the office. Thank you.
If you are looking for a nursery place for your child for
September, please phone the school office and arrange a
tour. I’d be delighted to show you around.
Vacancies
We are currently looking for support staff in the following
areas:
Lunchtime Supervisor for Nursery children from 11:45am1:15pm on Wednesdays and Fridays.
After School Club Assistant
Bank of staff to call on at times of absence for lunchtimes,
Breakfast Club and After School Club
If you are interested in any of the above positions, please
contact the School Office.
Debbie McLeod, Headteacher

The full force of the law!
15/8/1857 Bicester Petty Sessions
Henry French & Henry Plester, of Upper Heyford, were
charged with stealing apples, the property of Rev. W J
Baker on 2 August. Eli Andrews deposed that Mr Baker
had frequently had his apples stolen. On Sunday last he
saw the defendants knocking them down. French ran
away on seeing him; on Plester he found 18 apples.
Convicted, and fined, damage & costs, 8s 2d each, or one
week’s imprisonment. French paid, Plester committed.
5/11/1859 Bicester Petty Sessions
Shadrack Edmunds charged by Urban Malings, with
stealing two eggs on 20 October, the property of his
master. Mr Malings had lost eggs at various times, and
had reason to suspect the prisoner. Sent to prison for one
week.
Bicester Advertiser 25/4/1879 – Egg stealing
Charles Green was brought up in custody, charged with
stealing one egg, the property of his employed, Mr E T
Haynes, farmer; on hearing evidence of the prosecutor
and PC Fox, the prisoner was remanded. Mr Haynes said
he had missed eggs continuously for about 12 months in
considerable numbers, he, therefore, marked the egg
produced by PC Fox, which had been found in Green’s
pocket. Defendant pleaded guilty and hoped that the court
would be lenient with him as he had a wife and children.
Committed for one day.
Upper Heyford Historical Society

Heyford Park Residents & Community Development Association

On Mondays at Heyford Park Chapel
10:00am ‘Loose Ends’ Coffee, Chat & Craft
2:00pm ‘Connections’
7:30pm ‘Create faith in Art’ reflecting creatively on
the ‘I am...’ sayings

Children’s Groups Heyford Park
Wednesday
10.00am Heyford Ark (Parent & Toddler) followed by
Lighthouse cafe at 11.30
6pm God’s Gang (Youth Group)
Friday
4.30pm Kids Church (Reception year 5)
7.00pm Epic (9-12 year olds)

UPPER HEYFORD NEWS
John Stowe - 1933 - 2017
John and Tom have had a
wonderful life together. They
met in 1981 when they were
living and working in London.
Life in the Holland Park area
of Kensington was good.
John was a good cook, they
enjoyed the theatre, dining
out, throwing parties and entertaining friends. Then there
were holidays to Greece, Fuertevenura, where John worshipped the sun, and read books and together they enjoyed quiet places.
Before all that John had had quite a disrupted early family
life, then there was school at Magdalen College in Brackley until he was 18, then time in the army with the Royal
Artillery where he became a lieutenant based at Gravesend. He was I believe slightly disappointed not to receive
an overseas posting, but made up for it getting involved in
sports - especially rugby, but he was also a good tennis
player in his day. After the army came work with Pye the
electrical company, based near Cambridge. He also
played for a professional rugby team at this time. Then
another change of direction. He managed a factory for
C&A clothing and swiftly moved up through the ranks, becoming a senior executive in retail and a head buyer for
C&A Marble Arch store in London. Retirement came in
1988 and after a long search for a place in the country
they came across Boards Farm here in the village and fell
in love with it and enjoyed many happy years here, engaging in community life, supporting the church, and making
their contribution to the village.
We give thanks for John's life and offer our prayers and
support to Tom, bereaved after 36 years together. We remember too Tom's nieces and great-nieces who will also
miss 'Uncle John'. With Tom, John found a loving family.
Donations in John's memory were given for the fabric fund
of St Mary’s here in the village for which we are most
grateful.
Tom would like to thank Stephen for the lovely service,
Darren Hancock for his care with the funeral arrangements, the caterers for the refreshments, and especially
for the kindness and messages of sympathy received.
In support of Katharine House Hospice
Veronica & Brenda
invite you for a cuppa on
Friday 12th May
10.30am—12.30pm
£3 donation
The Rickyard, Mill Lane, OX25 5LH

St Mary’s, Upper Heyford, Tower Lighting
9th January

In celebration of the birthday of
Joshua. ‘With love from all the family.’

16th January

In celebration of the birthday of the
late Gladys Gray. ‘Fond memories of
a wonderful mum on her birthday.’
With love from Ismay, Veronica and
families.

26th January

In celebration of the birthday of the
late Derek Bunce. 85 years old. ‘With
love from the family.’

6th February

In loving memory of Chris Halek. All
my love, Janet.

7th February

In memory of David Olufsen who died
in 2008. ‘Always in our thoughts’
Robynne, Michelle and Sally.

10th February

In celebration of the birthdays of Ann
Woski and Jacqui Dynes by Mary and
Jack Goodman.

16th February

In celebration of the birthdays of
Aisling and Eleanor Dynes by Mary
and Jack Goodman, their
grandparents.

16th February

In loving memory of Ron
Beesley. ‘Ron, 10 years have
passed us by
It broke our hearts to lose you
But you did not go alone
For part of us went with you
The day God called you home.
From your loving wife, Jean, and
all the family.’

18th February

In celebration of the birthday of the
late Matthew James. ‘Love from Mum,
Dad, Paul, Debbie and Grace.’

18th February

In celebration of the wedding
anniversary of Ray and the late Jean
Barker. ‘Thank you for 43 wonderful
years together, and for being my
lovely wife. You will always be loved
and never forgotten,’ Your Ray.

Upper Heyford 200 Club—March winners
1st

£30

No 21

Zoe Berry

2nd £20

No 79

Chris Smith

3rd

No 183

Ron Hawkins

£10

This month’s draw was made by Sue Varney
Warreners - What’s on:
12th April Musical Entertainment with a sing-a-long !
10th May Talk by Colin Oakes—The Bridges of London
Colin is a very interesting and enthusiastic speaker with a
very wide knowledge of his many subjects.
Visitors or new members will be made most welcome.
We meet in Upper Heyford Village Hall on the 2nd
Wednesday of the month from 2—4pm

CRAIG’S FILM NIGHT.
Friday, April 21st in the Reading Room.
VERY ANNIE MARY
Very Annie Mary is the type of film that the British have made their own. It brings
shades of Billy Elliot and Little Voice to the uplifting and often hilarious tale of an
awkward and rebellious twenty-something, who somehow finds the strength to break
free from the clutches of her eccentric yet domineering father, and in doing so
discovers that she has an extraordinary talent.
With Jonathan Pryce as the Pavarotti-impersonating baker, and Rachel Griffiths as
the very talented, but very confused Annie Mary. Also featuring Hob and Nob, the
gay café owners, and the Ogw Women’s Village People tribute band.
Drinks and nibbles at 19.15. Film starts at 19.45.
We look forward to seeing you and all donations towards costs will be very gratefully
received.

Parish Council Update for Upper Heyford Village, Heyford Park and Heyford Leys
The Parish Council has commissioned Bicester Tree Services Ltd to conduct a tree survey of Upper Heyford Village,
they determined that there are 6 trees within the community that need felling, these are;
·
A Plum, Cherry and lilac in the cemetery
·
A Leylandi at the corner of Orchard Lane
·
A Scots Pine and Field Maple in Somerton Road playground
Planning permission is being applied for to conduct this work and addition trimming and pruning on other trees in public
areas of the village needs to be undertaken, felling will be in May, smaller work beforehand and we will endeavour to
inform residents where possible, could we please ask all residents to ensure that access is available and cars are
parked at a safe distance from these trees.
The Parish Council would like to keep you informed of the smaller things that Councillors have been up to in the village
over the past month and what you can expect to see in the coming ones:
- Unblocking the village bin on Somerton road which was collecting water and a contractor is in the process of cleaning
all the bins. They are also replacing all the wire mesh cages that have corroded.
- The fountain on the High Street became blocked, this has been cleared by a Councillor with the help of two local
residents, Chris + Bob.
- The path along the High Street has been reclaimed where the grass verge was encroaching and the leaves cleared
from under the Limes.
- A tree survey has been undertaken of the village trees and work will commence shortly based on these findings, see
separate note for more details
- We are currently at tender stage for the repair of the 100metres of allotment dry stone wall running along Camp road.
We hope to have received all tenders by the next PC meeting in April.
- As you maybe aware, the old BT phone box on the High Street will be removed in due course. In an attempt to add
some village charm, a parishioner led fund raising campaign (in its very early planning stages) will then hopefully
commence with the aim to replace with a reconditioned old cast iron red one.
- A report was commissioned recently regarding the back wall of the Reading Room. Underpinning work is required
and the PC is seeking quotations for this piece of work. Also the ridge tiles are in need of repair and quotations are
being sought for the work to be carried out.
If you have any questions about any of the above or any other observations you would like to make please contact a
member of the Parish Council who will be pleased to help.
The PC has supported the following on Heyford Park and Heyford Leys:
- ParkPlayHeyford Volunteer Led Stay and Play for families at the Heyford Park Community Centre.
- Helping to set up a fortnightly cuppa and get together for carers and people with disabilities. First session 28th March
2-3.30pm
- Residents with planning issues
- Working together with HPRA to set up Speedwatch on Heyford Park. Speed guns and banners have been
purchased. More volunteers wanted.
Many thanks, Upper Heyford Parish Council

SOMERTON NEWS

Winifred (Win) Gardiner
Winifred Gardiner, known to all as Win, was born on the
25th September 1943 at Church House, Cuckney,
Nottinghamshire to Rowland and Freda Savage.
Win was the eldest of 7 children, 4 brothers Rowland, John
and the late Richard and Alan, 2 sisters Catherine and
Elizabeth.
After leaving school Win worked at Boots the Chemist and
as a barmaid at the Green Dale Oak, Cuckney. It was
whilst working at the Green Dale Oak she met her future
husband Frank. The story is that whilst throwing him out at
closing time they got so close together her brooch became
caught on his clothing and from that point on they became
entangled for life. They married at Worksop, Register
Office on the 3RD February 1968. In 1969 Win and Frank
moved from Nottinghamshire to Hinton in the Hedges and
then to Somerton where they made their home in 3 Adams
Cottages. Frank worked on a local farm for the Brown
family and Win was cleaning at North Aston Mill. On the
25th April 1970, their daughter Linda was born at the Horton
Hospital Banbury and on 3rd March 1978 Robert was born.
Linda Recollects that Saturday was Win’s baking day ready
for Sunday and Sunday tea. On Saturday afternoon’s her
and other children would race back to her house for a slice
of her mum’s cake. Sunday tea including blancmange or
Instant whip. I asked about trifle and Linda replied that was
for special occasions such as Christmas. These are
memories of a happy home.
Win continued working at North Aston Mill until Linda was a
toddler when she then started working for Robin and Anne
Corner at the Jersey Manor Farm. This is where Win
became famous for her plain scones, for which she never
shared the recipe. Win was disqualified from entering her
scones in the village produce show because professional
entries were not allowed.
At Jersey Manor Farm, Win made cream teas in the
Dancing Jersey Barn where she would not let sour milk get
thrown away and often told others “Don’t throw it away I am
going to use it later”. I wonder if this was part of her plain
scones recipe. She also carried out other catering duties

for function’s such as dances and weddings including my
own. Whilst working for Robin and Anne she attended the
Annual Royal Agricultural Show in Warwickshire where
they provided Breakfasts and cream teas in a refreshment
tent for the Jersey cattle Society.
Win was an avid member of the Somerton Women’s
Institute, of which she was secretary for many years. Now
Wins spelling was not the best and during a conversation
we had, she said that it was her belief had she been at
school today she would have been diagnosed as dyslexic.
Back to the W.I. Another member of the Somerton W.I.
purchased a Dictionary for Win to help with her spelling.
Win accepted this gift saying “If I can’t spell it how am
going to find it in this” When the Somerton W.I. left the
Institute, Win was a founder member of the Somerton
Women’s Independent Group or SWIG for short.
She was also a member of Somerton Social Club. It was
on one of her visits to the club that Brian Claire a local
farmer’s son asked Win if she would like a chicken for
Sunday dinner. Win promptly accepted this kind offer and
Brian delivered the chicken to her home the following day.
The story goes that he delivered the chicken by carrying it
by its legs down at his side as he walked up the road. He
knocked the door and Linda answered. Brian said “I have
brought the chicken your mum wanted”, Linda looked at the
chicken only to find it looking straight back at her. After a
short discussion, Brian went out to the back of the house
and despatched the chicken. Brian went home and Linda
said to Win “whatever you do mum, don’t tell him you want
a piece of Beef”
Win was made an honorary life member of the social club
and was a regular attendee. Her Husband Frank passed
away on the 6th July 1996 and in 2008 Win and Robert
moved from 3 Adams cottages to Moorlands a bungalow
more suited to her needs.
Win Enjoyed her trips out with her friend Jean Bird. They
would go out to lunch, to garden centres and other places.
On one occasion not wanting to disappoint Win, her car
being in for servicing or repairs, I can’t remember which
Jean asked me to drive them, on this occasion to Yarnton
Nurseries.
There are many stories that can be told about our lovely
Win.
The only person that could settle my wife when she was a
baby.
The person that got me drunk on my wedding day.
The person that could mix her words up to hilarious effect.
Win left us on the 5th of February. Leaving behind her, her
children Linda and Robert and Granddaughter Ursula. Her
brothers and sisters Rowland, John, Catherine and
Elizabeth and all that knew her.
The lovely Win a friend to everyone, Quick to laugh and
quick to smile. Cliff Reeves

SOMERTON FLOOD MEADOWS
Years of watching like a boy with a toy
Somerton flood plains have been such a joy
From seeing a collie sent to find a thimble
Hidden hours earlier by John who’s still very nimble
Or looking out thinking of people now gone
As I see mushrooms and ducks carrying on
Then as winter darkens the canal turns to soup
With the wind and the rain the walkers stoop
Flood meadows fill with no grass to be seen
Canada geese full of chatter starting to preen
Today I look out to sunshine and daffodils coming
through
We will soon be moving and will so miss this view.
STEPHEN BARTLETT

SWIG AGM
Tuesday 11th April 7.15 p.m.
Barnes Memorial Hall
This is an important meeting where we
shall discuss the events of the previous
year and future meetings.
The Treasurer will give her annual report. We urge all
members to attend and have their say in the running of
SWIG.
Our meeting in Feb. was on the History of Witney Blankets
given by Valerie Burton a former employee. She certainly
knew her subject and we were fascinated to hear how they
were made, from the shearing of the sheep to the final
product. As the owner of a Witney Merino blanket, bought
in the 60's I can vouch for their quality.
For the March meeting we welcome back Angie Woodard
talking about Aromatherapy, and how it can be of use to us,
with particular focus on the Labiatae group of plants, more
commonly known as the mint or deadnettle family.
Angie is very enthusiastic about her subject and we expect
an interesting and informative talk.

FRITWELL OPEN GARDENS
SUNDAY
25 JUNE 2017
2.00pm—5.00pm
£5 (Children Free)
Refreshments & Cakes
Plant & Book Sales

Events Calendar - At a Glance
Saturday 8th April

‘Second Time Around Sale’ Somerton Village Hall 10am -2pm

Palm Sunday 9th April

St Mary’s Church, Upper Heyford – Cell Talk 6pm

Tuesday 11th April

SWIG AGM Somerton Village Hall 7.15pm

Wednesday 12th April

Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm

Friday 14th April

Good Friday Children’s Easter Workshop Heyford Park Chapel 10am – 12 noon

Friday 14th April

Easter Egg Hunt, Community Garden, Heyford Park 2-5pm

Easter Sunday 16th April

Easter Services:
Upper Heyford 6.30 am—Sunrise Service
Lower Heyford 11am
Somerton 11am
Heyford Park Chapel 11am

Wednesday 19th April

Heyfords WI, Upper Heyford Reading Room 7.30pm

Friday 21st April

Craig’s Film Night, Upper Heyford Reading Room7.30 for 7.45
‘Very Annie Mary’

Wednesday 26th April

Lower Heyford Bowls Club – new season starts 6pm

Saturday 6th May

Lower Heyford & Caulcott May Day Fete 2 – 5pm
To be opened by Stephanie Cole OBE

Tuesday 9th May

The Forum, Upper Heyford Reading Room OX25 5LG
7.30pm Talk By Dr Michael Rodgers on Publishing and the life it brings

Wednesday 10th May

Warreners, Upper Heyford Village Hall 2pm

Friday 12th May

Katharine House Open Day 2-5pm
Care for a Cuppa, The Rickyard, Upper Heyford OX25 5LH 10.30am –12.30pm

Saturday 13th May

New ‘Fritwell Market’ Fritwell Village Hall 10am -2pm
(and 2nd Saturday of every month)

Saturday 20th May

Afternoon of light music, Rev Stephen Griffiths 2-4pm

